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March 27, 1961 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am in possession gfjZ publication which describes a school 
by the name of "The Hi^ilander Folk School” in Tennessee. This 
publication also stales liiat the “school was established in 
September 1932, by Horton and Donald L. West, a Georgian with 
a long record of affiliations with Communist— front groups. 

/! 1 wouid ver y ^ch appreciate all information the FBI may be at 
! liberty to give regarding this school, its teachers and its 
I purpose. 



This publication also states that this school has continued 
under close surveillance by the FBI therefore I presume you 
may have some report available to the public. 

My very sincere thanks. 
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I have received your letter dated March 27, 
1961, and the Interest which prompted your communi- 
cating with ne Is indeed appreciated, 

v , •;• *■* \ , *< " •* ' r i 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations - 
or comments concerning organisations, publications 
or individuals, I am sure you will understand the 
necessity for this policy and will not infer that , 
our files do or do not contain the information you 
desire, . ^ 

In view of your interest in the internal 
security of the Unitea States, I am enclosing some , 
literature which you may wish to read. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Bufiles contain no identifiable references to T 
correspondent. i 



The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been the 
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee, 
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations 
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of 
the numerous communist affiliations of personnel affiliated 
with the HFS. The Bureau has not investigated this organi- 
zation. (61-7511-266, 267) 

The following items of literature are being sent 
to correspondent: • ~ 

1. "One Nation's Response to Communism" 

2. "Communist Target - Youth" 

3. "Communism and the College Student* 

4. "The Communists Are After Our Minds* 
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subject: ^ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
IS - C 

Enclosed is original and lour copies of 
letterhead semo pertaining to Highlander Folk School 
reflecting the latest legal action and decisions con- 
cerning the suit filed by the State of Tennessee against 
this school. This seno is being forwarded for coapletlon 
of Bufiles. 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
Hay 22, 1961 , 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE , TENNESSEE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



The Chattanooga News-Free Press , Chattanooga, 
Tennessee , a dally publication, in the issue oi April 6, 

A y6i, reported that on April 6, 1961, the Tennessee Supreme 
Court upheld the revocation oi the Highlander Folk School* s 
general welfare charter and ordered the operating corporation 
dissolved. It was reported that the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion meant that it must shut down operations unless it gets 
a stay order from the State Court in order to further appeal 
its ease to the U. S. /Supreme Court. 

The school's charter was reported revoked on 
two grounds: HYLES-JHORTON, Director and founder of the 

adult education institution, operated the school for his 
own personal gain; intoxicating beverages were sold illegally 
on the school premises. 



Xt was reported that the Tennessee Supreme 
Court did not consider the 1902 State Segregation Law, stating 
that it sot necessary for them to pass upon the Constitu- 
te ~nal question as to the nixing of white and colored male 
and female in the same school, since Highlander had violated 
other state laws. v / 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



The case was first tried in February , 1960, 
at which tine the local State Court ordered the revocation 
of the charter and the corporation dissolved, but allwvd 
the school to operate pending the outcome of an appeal. 

The Knoxville Hews- Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenn- 
essee, a daily publication .in issue May 5, 1961, reported 
that the Tennessee Supreae Court had denied a petition to 
re- hear the controversial Highlander Folk School case* It 
was reported that in asking for a re-hearing, attorneys for 
Highlander had argued the charter was' revoked siaply because 
it was an integrated institution. 

The article reported that the State Supreae 
Court in a recent opinion ignored the segregation question 
an d said the school should give up its charter because of 
the beer sales and the finding of the jury in regards to 
MYLES HORTON, Director. 

It was reported that attorneys for the High- 
lander Folk School said they planned to carry the case to 
the D. S. Supreme Court. 

The Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, 
a dailv publication', in Issue May 11. 1961, reported that 
on May' 10, 1961, the Highlander Folk School announced it 
had authorized attorneys to take its charter revocation 
case to the Suprene Court of the United States. They will 
ask the U. S. Suprene Court to hear an appeal of a recent 
ruling oy tne Tennessee ouprcw vvu* v iotvaiui ~ 

charter. 

Director MYLES HORTON reported that meanwhile 
the racially integrated school is operating as usual and 

week was planning a new South- wide Citizenship School 
Program. 
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For your information the Highlander Folk School na 
organized In approximately 1932 and is reportedly supported 
primarily by donations from Individuals and labor unions in 
the form Of payments for the students to attend its courses. 

It offers courses of instruction in labor organization, social 
economics and the general field of labor education* 

Myles Horton vas born 7-7-05 at Savannah, Tennessee, 
and attended the Union Theological Seminary, University of 
Chicago and the Cumberland University. He received an AH 
degree at the latter University. Myles Horton ^became Director 
of the Highlander Folk School in approximately '1932. 



According to Bureau files the Highlander u Fp3 

on its staff (and 
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_>lk School 

nas had Communist Party, (CP) , members 

followed the practice of welcoming communis ts_ as students. 

Due to its interracial character it has been^the subject 
numerous past allegations that it represents 'the headquarters 
for communism la east Tennessee. These allegations have never 
been substantiated. An investigation vas conducted during 
1941-43; however, the reports have never been disseminated 
and contain notes indicating that much of the subversive 
derogatory information contained therein has been repudiated 
by individuals previously furnishing information. 
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uegal Attache , Bona < 
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK 
61-75X1 



In view of the above it does not appear desirable to 
volunteer information concerning the Highlander Folk School and 
Horton to outside agencies. If a request for information m 
received in this regard, the identifying Information in f 
paragraphs two and three may be furnished. The substance of 
paragraphs four and five, however, should only be furnished 
orally. * 
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The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn. , 
ibli cation, in issue of October 8, 1961, reported 
that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tenn., announces 
plans for a similar school in Knoxville, Tenn., to be located 
in an old apartment building at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville, 
It was reported the Knoxville institution will be a research 
and educational center which "insures the continuation of the 
Highlander idea". It was reported that so far as financially 
possible, the Knoxville school will take over the previous 
educational program of the Monteagle School if the latter 
is forced to close. 

News media have reported the U. S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear the app eal of the Highlan der Folk Scho ol from 
the decision of the Tennesse e Cou rts and found ttit Highlander 

violate d.criminal laws .of . t h elsTa t e Jan cLr.ey ok e d th e s chool ’s 

charter . HORTON , d uring the state trial, was accused of 
operating _the .school -for persanaUben efit , and It was al leged 
beer wa s illegally sold on the grou nds. 

In the news article of October 8, 1961, it was 
reported that the State Charter for the Knoxville School was 
issued on August 28, 1961. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION, at Nashville, Tenn., will, 
through appropriate state offices, verify the reported charter 
of the Knoxville institution and will obtain from the charter 
records the purpose of the school, date charter granted, list 
of directors and officials and any other pertinent data 
available in such files. It is requested that this information 
be furnished to the Knoxville Office. 
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jnclosed herewith are five copies of letterhe&d 

memorandum in captioned matter . ^ REVERSE SfOt fORA 

informants: : MO. OBSWIH*™^^ 

Identity of Source Location of Rcpot*^^ ^^ / 

T^SML^the House of Representatives Select Committee td^Js 
Investigate Foundations and Other Organizations, which <5 
committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews 
with various witnesses including BUDENZ. The Bureau furnis e 
copies of this memorandum to the New York office by letter 
dated 2/24/53, entitled, "USE OF BENEVOLENT TRUST FUNDS. 
PHILANTHROPIC AND ELEEMOSYNARY INSTRUCTIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
PROGRESS OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS; IS - C”. 
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The October 13, 1962 issue of the Knoxville Journal , 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee,, 
cculained an article captioned ’’Highlander Alters Policies’*. 
This article read in part as follows; ^ , ; . •.;•*/•. . .y.v 

* \ ■- ' -t . ;-. --•■*. v £. ;* -£y>'' *L'. •■*• ' . . *vre 4 . ->* '' ■ 

. •* ’’Highlander Folk School, noted for its pro- 

Communist leanings, has changed emphasis from . 
education of whites to accept integration to '-<;••'/•:•• h ' " : 
agitation by a few Negroes in stirring up racial ^ 
trouble by sitins and the like, it was learned ■ '**0* 
yesterday. / 



This vasube gist of a speech given this : 
week by MyleslHorton. Highlande r director, to a group 
of 11 supporters of Rev . Mauricfe^cCracken in Cin.- 
cinjoati-. McCracken is a Pres byterian -minister, under 
suspension, who was the treasurer of ’’Operation 
Freedom”, for ’’Tent City” in West Ten nessee, a few /; * 
months ago. He has a community church in Cincinnati. 



Highlander has been operating here at 1625 t 
Riverside Drive. It formerly was at llonteagle, : ^ 

but was closed there several months ago by the yyv vi- 
sta te. After that, Horton and a group obtained^ ' ’ 

another charter from the state to function here. T. ’ 

Horton, in his talk, told of a Negro presby- y 8 X * 
terian Church in Knoxville where the basement 
used as a cafeteria and meeting place for Negro 4? -' v - “ ; 
students from University of Tennessee, liar yvi 110 2 .,*■ 

College and Knoxville College to plan integration X.X 
activities. Upstairs quarters are used to house^v X Jt* 
Negro speakers who come into Knoxville to speak ; * '• * ' . >.4i 

to the groups . “ * <: • ' *'*;• K - ' ’) - ‘l- * / 
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Horton also iold of the ”diff iculties" High- 
lander is having with Knoxville city ordinances passed \v r 
to specifically hinder operation of the left wing v-; 
institution. ’ " 

He told the meeting "a group of labor leaders” r , . 
who helped elect Mayor John Duncan went to the mayor 
to protest the ordinances, but ” all they got was lip 
service.” , 







roent agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, admitted former 
editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
and a former official of tne Communist Party, advised on November 
21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist, 
but BUDENZ did not furnish further details. 

The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News - 
Sentinel, a local daily newspaper published at Knoxvine, 
Tennessee * contained an article reflecting that Highlander 
Folk School had announced plans for a similar school at 
Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article 
identified MYLES HORTON as director of Highlander. ; > 'l- ' 
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The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville Neiw> - 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on ^ecemDer 16, 
1961. assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree ; V 
afte^the school was cottvicted of violating ^ree Tennessee . ‘ 

laws and failed in appeals to the St? te and united States ~ 
Supreme Courts. ". • v • \y ^ yy'-'--. 

The July 8 , 1962 issue of the Knoxvill e News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on wnicn “^gkianaer ^ 
Volk School was formerly located had been sold at public auctio 
under CoS?t decree. The article stated that MYLES HOBTON, 
Director of Highlander during its entire existence , 1 has noved ■ 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State charter 
fSr organizl??on called Highlander .Besearch and Educational 

Center. ....... . ‘ ‘ ’ V’\ . 
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In Reply, Hmt Jty«r 
FUeNo. 



•\ • 



UNITED states department OF JUSTICE ; 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee ..." 

October 25 , 1962 /.r /v,: *.. 



4 ^ -■ 



-• ‘ ,i -r-'.^^V v 



<, / ; 

1 - / - r 






; -y- * 

'V : ^ivV '*-* 
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.: • _.«■*■■■ » • ■-■ * : * + V xT *% ’ : y- 

'■ ' " *■• V - *V **' •' -r».7 v . ■ 4 

: v> • wv?‘ ; >7 v -•;■ . ;fy 1 7 /t-v" •/•-■•• ; ' 

• ' / ‘ *► V rf.^’ - i ‘M ^ ••' ;.t 

'•■*' -v- " v: :. y.-rv > ; .; 



Title HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL * V > s' • 

.•.- . .. --.s. .- ' v - 1 v . / ..- . 

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND V 

; ‘ EDUCATION CENTER *- V ' 

Character INTERNAL SECURITY r C ? - V 

Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated 

October 25, 1962, Knoxville, Tenn. 



V- i.'r'-T* ' 

Vvc, ■*- 

” . *•■•■- 

?fcr \v ’ : - 

K-U 



>' ‘“V‘ r, 1 - ' -r ■' - 

' ’ ■ • -4- ;■ ■< k 



-■ i ■* • ‘H ' 






All sources (except any listed belcrv) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 



.. » ' j - ■' * »- 
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i’f. • • "?T 5 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *’4^ ^ ! ‘ •; ' 



i: 




• -• * i * ^ A ", 

^ .C < 
- X, : a ^ .... - 






ekclosxike 



Thi* document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and its contents ore not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

k advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



* For vour information: 




for reference regarding these pages: 
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x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
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FBI / DO J 
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FD-36 (Rmv. 12-13-5$) 






i. 



: * -* - ^ 



F B I 




>a v? ?>***> ''v’ 






Transmit the following in 



AIRTEL 



V yOdte: ✓ 6/20/63 

CONFIMNW ■'•■• 1 j 

(fvP e \ n plain te*t or code) ; . ,: r>v 

AIRMAIL : ” H M\ • r 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



FROM: 



DIRECTOR | FBI (61-7511) 



AC, KNQKVILI2 (61-12) 



HIGHLANDER FOUL SCHOOL 

TS^=~C 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Re Knoxville teletype 6/20/63. 



'\ '' m . " V " ■ r > 



Enclosed ere the original and seven copies of 
a letterhead memorandum bearing the caption, " HIGH LANDER 
FOLK SCHOOL, INFORMATION CONCERNING, RACIAL MATTERS". 

No local dissemination to intelligence agencies 
has been made by the Knoxville Office. 

f As the Bureau Is avare the Knoxville Office is 

making no investigation of the Highlander Folk School 
pursuant to Bureau instructions. The source referred^ t 
in enclosed letterhead memorandum is 



ativ 



by m 












C D * MCI 



nm 



Approved: flg U Sent, / ~s 

‘ Soecial Aaent in C&arae r\n*lrr/r\r‘*\art * ■ 



uuw^tnrviML 
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HIGHLAHDER F01£ SCHOOL 



)!^(DWIAI 

tformant Knox 



COIWIDWIAL 

Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another 
government agency, advised that LOUIS FRAWCld BUDENZ, 
admitted former editor of the Daily Worker, an Kast Coast 
Communist newspaper, and a former official of the Communist 
Party, advised on Hovember 21, 19.52, that the Highlander 
Folk School was pro-Conmunist, hut BUDENZ did not furnish 
further details. 



The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville 
Hews-Sentlnel , a local daily newspaper published at 
Knoxville, Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that 
on December 16, 1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle, Tennessee, were auctioned by the State of Tennesee 
under a court decree after the school was donvicted of 
violating three Tennessee laws and. failed in appeals to the 
State and U. S. Supreme Courts. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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July 10, 1963, 









ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN If 

4 

Mi*. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 




> UNULASSINtU 

sJstBYSfS 




My dear Mr. Hoover: 



After a telephone conversation with the local agent, yester- 
day, I concludadT^hat, to be safe, I»d write you regarding a 
document on the^mghlander Folk School; Communist Training 
School, Mont eagle", T£hfl/"ffhich" 6amS~Iftto my possession as 
stated below and the advisability of showing it to friends and 
acquaintances. I am active in politics. 



This document seems to be particularly appropiate at this time. 




Human Events was a publication subscribed for. In one issue there 
was a paragraph to the effect that a document was circulating 
in Washington, that was causing comment. This could be obtained 
free of charge by writing to the Georgia Commission on Education, 
•320 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter Street, S. W., Atlanta 3, 
Georgia. This I did and in return I received this 4 page spread 
with text and pictures of this school. Editorial comment to the 
effect: M 0n the preceeding pages you have seen pictures of the lead- 
ers of every major race incident in the South from "ay 1954 Until , 
the time of this meeting. Labor' Day, 1957 Week-end (August 30,21 
and September i, 2 )_-«hhhhbhh*-* a 11 or any part of this folder may be 
reproduced by any person or organization with or without credit 
being given to this Commission." 

Georgia Commission on Education «■; 

Governor -^arvin Griffin, Chairman; 



". ^ill^amd^ Jr., Ex^tt. 

In Lut herding. Rev. Mte r nathy 



, RK-37 

etary, ^ 






•fc. . t 

Ter 

Martin 

There are also numerous ref erences~to the activities of the N. A. 
A. C. P. In view of what is going on now, this folder with its; 
reliable information, seems useful today. 



7S>/ 

thy a re among many others pictured 
cestt 




a *963 




REC-37 H 'ot O’ 



July 16, 1963 



JfaC~ 

V 

h>t> 




t . ». art.** * •“ 

. ■ , >•* " "«« ' 



Dear 



H o 



Tour letter of July 10th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, the FBI, being an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity ~ 
of any organization, publication or individual. In addition, informa- 
tion in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I am, therefore, unable to comment in the 



manner you suggested. 




I hope you will understand my position. ' 

Sincerely youre, ftL|_ INFORMATION CONTAINED 

EL Edgar Hoover HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE JlmiL BY&Eml 

John Edgar Hoover • 1 

Director ■ . , > -r. . . v* 



NOTE: No record of correspondent in Bullies 



Culluhun . 
Co;irud — . 
DeLooch . 



T«n#r 

"’V : . Poatn 

Holme* 

Gandy 



”W ^ JSY (no^continued on next pa$e) j g ^ ^ 3 ^ 



jp r "!L2539MP^ 

MAIL ROOM L_ I TELETYPE UNIT! I 
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FBI / DOJ 
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V ZYlx 




WARREN C. HACNUtON, WASH^ CHAIRMAN 



? ^ • V':/- - ’;>f ?V ; ' l : '-*. „■ • % 

<2. Mr. Tolson I 
* * VU Mr. BolmonK I 



/ oun o. PA^TCt-r, rj. 

* > l vicr *3r:CY. okla. 

STROM THliRMONO. S-C. 
FKANK J. LAUSCWC, OHIO 
RALf^H YAfiCOROiJGrt, TftX, 
CLAIR CNGLE, CALI*-'. 

c. l. qartlett, ala&ka 

VANCE HAKTKE, 1NO. 

Calc w. mcccc, wvo. 

PHILIP A. HART, MICH, 
HOWARD W. CANNON, MEV, 



NORRIS COTTON, 
THRUSTON ft. M«- J, K 1 
HUGH SCOTT, FaSL^J 
WINSTON L. PROI^C. VT. 
J. SUNN ft CALL, MO. 



KOWAftO AAMUTT, CHIlf CLERK 



^Crriicb J£){ctle& JS>e node 

COMMITTEE ON COMMENCE 

1 / 

July 1 6 , 1963 



Mr. TolsonJl 
Mr. Belmonte 

JMr. Mohr 

| Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan' 
Mr. Coirady 
Mr. ndf AiSh 



MppEv* im 



rfr. fialliv«2^r 
Mr. Tftvd_ 2/1 
Mr. Trot.tp r ' J & 
Tele. RoomL__ J 

Miss Holmes j 

Miss Gandy I 



Dear Mr. Director: . 

X am enclosing a leaflet which was Included _in the official J 
hearinc record on S. 1732, the Administration's Public Accommo- H 
dations Civil Rights hill. > It was submitted by the Governor ^ \ 

of Mississippi, Ross Barnett, as part of. his statement to demon- d l 

strate that the recent racial demonstrations in the South and 
elsewhere are inspired and organized by communists. iijjj 

f Could you at the earliest possible time advise me of the 
authenticity of the picture, the status of the organization ^CT ^ J 

I printing it (the Georgia Commission on Education), the nature gL. >L^ 
Sd Sacter of th^Sghlander Folk School of ^nteagle_, Tenn. , **B • 
t SwelTasSy other TaS^WmlgHt^^tinent in evaluai- |L J ! 

1 |Sg Se implications of the material. M\W 

| A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the | 1 #|"| 

(record would be very helpful. My thanks in advance. JT 

Personal regards. , ^ tSI 

c 81 1 

Sincerely yours-; $ 



vC* 5- WARREN G. MAGRUSOI 

*• >" Chairman 

• 4 - y ' l 6 f' 7£jLi 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director pH* 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ ^ 

Department of. Justice 11 

Washington 25 > D * ' C ‘ y 

J*# 






3 , ••• » c'' 0 

gm^gbgc ALL INFORMATIONwItAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE tflnM BY»fo mda 
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IfcTfcr.S- 






i-l*r,Bulll 









’ *.v’ ; r „- ’■ *S. - 



r* 



AS*?. 



--> i'-% ,!* , 



*Pp£^SP 



^■' v 



I 3wJu*-«»t . _ 

( twi 



'•i\&v.: 






NOTE: '- Addresser Special CorresspqtfentB’ list. Re memo Smlfli 

_u .- .t ..r _ r— a* = ± i Ss /i ft s ftsrrs.? a 



, ». to. 7/ IB/ B3 re. «iSyupRi'S/JRyM BJ^AiTJU 

to} MfcREtf G. MAGNUSON AND CONGRESSMAN jEFFERf 2 

* ^Aitwt a %r n/wT/wn \rr\Tr< rnmnwir o a m A t A r»Tm rrrAHI O 



( T«)e. Hooci _ 

Koio.* j 

? Gandy „_J 

b - . -x. 



~ ; COHELAN CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGm.TTON. Bt 
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UNITED STATES GOVERN*^ 



(5 



y Memorandum 

to : Mr. W. C. SOltivariJ^/ 

from R. W. Smith^/^" 



9l 






CftUdlM . 
4 onrod — 

b*LWKh 
Ew -* 



date: July X8 f 1963 



/&?**• 1 - 
r Ttottef . 
' T#U. fit 
ItelaM . 
(Mr - 



subject: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON / 

AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN * i 

CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION ' 



Reference my memorandum dated 7/18/63, captioned as above, which 
acknowledged receipt of letters and enclosures from Senator Magnuson and 
Congressman Cohelan and informed them that their requests are being forwarded \ ) 
to the Attorney General for his consideration. t 



Senator Magnuson requested information a^s toJhe authenticity of §l 
\ photograph of Martin Luther .Ki ng and others taken at the liighlande r Folk School, 
l the status of the Georgia Commission on Educatioa_which printed the photograph, 
\ and information "relating to the Highlander^Folk Scho ol. Congressman Cohelan 
} also r equeste d infor mation regarding King and the school. 






Information concerning the mgmanaer jpoik ocnooi ana mose xn me 
photograph with King— Abner Winston Berry, Aubrey Williams, and Myles Horton- 
was furnished to the Attorney General by letter dated 7/17/63, captioned 
"Martin Luther King, Security Matter -C, Racial Matters. ” 



The enclosed memorandum contains additional information for the 
Attorney General. 



The Georgia Commission on Education, a legislative investigating body 
of the State of Georgia, sent a photographer to a seminar at the Highlander Folk 
School over Labor Day, 1957, to take still and motion pictures of individuals and 
activities. Later the Commission published these photographs in a large folder. 

Enclosures 



1 - Mr. Belmont 



- Mr. Mohr 



1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 



1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Bland _ 
1 - Section tickler. „ 

1 to 



HOT RECORDED 
176 JUL 241963 



■n/aab & 

™ny ... 

54JUL 201853 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Ji Mjo BY sp 4 \ mL 
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Memo Smith to Sullivan 

Re: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON 

AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN 
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION 



Information in our files shows that Abner Berry, Aubrey Williams, 
and King were present at this Labor Day seminar at the school. King was quoted 
by a press service on July 13, 1963, as having admitted that he attended the 25th 
anniversary celebration of the school In 1957 and that the picture of him was 
apparently taken during this visit. 

RE COMMENDATION: 

That the enclosed letter be sent to the Attorney General. 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



1 - Belmont 

1 - Mohr 
1 - BeLoach 



ToScon — 
B* l moot . 
Mohr _ 
Cooper - 
Cpfjphcn 
ai - 

f W- 



W. C. SullivSr^ DATE: 7/18/63 

TRTUj’FORiilATION CONTAINED i - e 
R. W*' SaitnTiEftEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . » } * 



%C. — ~z./ 



TlftTEim 



- Evans 

1 - Sullivan 
1 - Jones 



Tfoiicf - 
Tela. Room . 
Holmes — 



SUBJECT; REQUESTS FROM SENIOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON 
AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN - 
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION A 



— ^ 1 - Baumgardi^er^^ 
ON 1 - Bland^/vf 5 *' 

1 - Section Tickled 

jbi-mmSm 



~/i ^ 



Senator Magnuson enclosed a leaf 1( 



By letter dated 7/16/63, Senator Magnuson enclosed a leaflet f j}$ { 
containing the photograph of Martin Luther King and others at what was^ 
described as a "Communist Training School. 11 ' Senator Magnuson requested 
informat^tfh concerning the authenticity of the photograph, information ^ 
as to thenighlander _Follc School where the photograph was allegedly taken, \J 



iUUi WUCLC Ui ICS 



\ and the status of the ^Georgia -Conmission. , on Education which printed the 

1 leafle ^ " ' 

By letter dated 7/15/63, with a similar enclosure. Congressman 
Cohalan requested information regarding King and the school. r ^ 

(\ 

It is believed that these requests, which are similar in nature 
I to the previous request of Senator Monroney, should be handled in the same ^ 
j manner by advising the correspondents that because of Departmental policy vi 
' their requests are being forwarded to the Department for its consideration. 1 
* Enclosed for that purpose are separate letters to Senator Magnuson and ^ 



an uoneran. 






BY_sg T>arate coirauni cation , the Attorney General is being 
"v. ’ichad ar.e copy each of correspondents’ letters, enclosures, and our 
replies. We are also furnishing pertinent information and calling 
attention to the data previously submitted to" him regarding this matter 
contained in the Director's letter to the Attorney General dated 7/16/63 

RECOI^glNDAriON : | 

‘ NOT RECORDED^ 1 JUL 2^963 . 

That the enclosed letters t$$9shfl£2t0i 9Sena tor H agnubqn and f 
Congressman Cohelan. / ~ ■ M l I l 

v/U a. \ y A / P i a - - —■ I ' 

trSS “V» 
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FBI, RFK on clai] 



mixes ^eel-inspired 



WASHINGTON, July IS 
gislation have challenged 
istntions are “largely Cot 
| 'Seat, A. 8. Ulkc Vonnnu 
ould be asked for any info 



OTOMAl 



r fJ 

I OFFBEAT 1 

1 Peter Laicford and friends ] 
I give movieland lingo | 
| to New Frontier ] 

News Washington bureau I 

WASHINGTON, July 13 — President Kennedy h; 
f many friends— and a brother-in-law, Peter Lawford- 
among the Hollywood contingent, and that may erpla 
the liberal use of movieland expressions by New Fro 
tiersmeiL § 

For instance, before Kennedy went jo Europe, administrate 
planners drew up not an itinerary but 4 scenario. Thus there lfl 
the “Germany scenario/* the “Bubal scenario” and so foa 

Sack show hb tennMogy b eat ju*t n example of m onJ 
tary Ucbtheartedaess, It b standard around the White H w J 

At the height of the rail cris^ the other day, as aides vfl 
readying the fish room for anlmportant statement by the Pa 
dent, one could bear socheppflis “dear the aet, dear the aet .M 

CeremoHitirtSusinest tough v K 

IT WAS A COOL ■»""'»( for Washington in July, but jraiflk 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D-lOnn., almost yaw ne d a greeting® 
newspaperman. * V 

^ m ■'“I'f A beerier than usual SBS 2 <!l 
^ Senate toort. IPs this cere- 



BY NEIL GOJULIDE 

-W — Supporters of President Kennedy’s civil rights 
Southern governor’s claim that current Negro dem- 
munist inspired.” 

DOkla., said the F e d er al Bu r eau o f Ttm^tipHna 
mation it has relevant to the statement of Gov. Bos s 

Barnett of Mississippi Fri- 
day in testimony before the 
| ]SyV yiT^RS Senate Commerce C ommi t- 

IltIAIa 

I W Under questioning by Sen. Ei. 

1 W Bartlett, D- Alaska, Barnett coo- 

> | jl A rri B ceded he had not talked with any 

k 1 1 /% I ■ i FBI official to back up Us claim 

'Uil. -A. ■! that leaders of the FBI” believe 

I ■ 0 , tbe demonstratiais follow a Com- 

* munist pattern. 

and friends Bfj Barnett also gave file commit- 

l# ®:tee a photograph which he said 

rma lingo K was taken at M a Communist train- 

, *•- # V B mg school** and showed a group 

rontier ' ■ ^ Eluded Dr. Martin Luther 

w V King, Negro integration leader. 

4)n bureau I In New York, King commented 

-President Kennedy h M that f Ba ™ tt ’ s cU*® or a Own- 

-In-law Peter Lawford® *“* *** Ne * ro 

intaw reiei i*wion» strabom or with the school 

?nt, and that may expIaM where the picture was taken were 

xpressions by New Fr<® “Utterly ridiculous and falackws.” 

* ■ The school is the Highland Folk 

,f _ _ . f School at Mont Fji gif Tenn. 

mt po Europe, administrate One man in the picture with 

t If e f 0 M *“ Abner w - K7 w*bto 

ammxamno m wo Barnett said was a mentor «T 

i «• ceatral commutes «f to. 

S«. PMipT Hart. MCA, 
rtant statement by the P M- commeittad^ 

laar the aet, dear the aet M" *1 am for dvO rights. I would 
■ walk with Martin Luther Kin g I 
yugh v M bopejm doesn't make me su*- 

sbington in July, bid j Mli P** 4 -** _ 
nost yawned a greeting Ka Ben. Warren G. Magnns o n , IV 

Wash., said the picture would 
r than usal aRrauA brought to toe oUenHri at 
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I Magnusoo, chairman 
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Birmingham, Ala., Saturday, July 13, 1963 
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22, 1963 



< Roser> _ 

*CtV^Vv ; - So It i vert* 



hi'?. TCoom 

HoWieb 

Gnr^y 



I received your letter of July 15, 1963, with 
enclosures, and I want to thank you for your kind prayers. 

* # * 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
being an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
I am unable to be of help in this instance and I hope you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our Hies relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. . ? ^ -t. 



^MAILED 25 

JUL£ 21963 

OOMMjjB 



Sincerely yours, 1 
ff. Edgar Hoover - 

i 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOpS: Correspondent Is not Identifiable in Bullies. The Highlander Folk 
Schffil (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a 
“ communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee, 
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been 
substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliation* 
of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau has not invests * Ma 






Martin Luther King pictured at 



the HFS and 4 feircul^r of correspondent’s church. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERhl^'.NT 

Memorandum 





ToImmi 
B* taost 



Uofar 

Caspar - 
QflUqh oP 




Coorad 




from D. C. MorreU^*^ 



date: 



subject: - 





By letter to the FBI dated 7-15-63 concerning "Reds Jh'Our 
Capital" and directed to "Gentlemen or Jackasses, " captioned individual 
furnished her views concerning thfr^i ighlander Folk School. She traced 
its history and quoted a Tennessee newspaper article of IS39 which s5t 
out "It is a center, if not the center for the spreading of Communists^ f 
doctrine in 13 Southeastern States. " She praises Governor Ross Barnett *-* 1 
of Mississippi for his wonderful stand on civil rights and criticizes the^FBin '* 
as being vjeak and indifferent. She concurs with Governor Barnett that Je\5® , 
are mostly responsible for our present day ills and refers to Martin bother 
King anc^gthets^as "niggers. " In addition to this school, she attacks toe 
NAACP and observes it should be banned from the U. S. and its assets%eized. " 




Due to her inflammatory language and unfounded attacks on the 
FBI, this letter should not be acknowledged. 
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C j? 













«r. De Loach. 
:mlh (3) drL 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : Mr. N. C. Sti^i TVans 



date: July 26, 1963 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 



Tolson ■■■■ 

B*imoot 

Mohr 

Caiptr _ 

CoiJoboD 

Conrad 

Do Loach ___ 

Evsas 

GaU 

Boson 

Sulliv* 

Tavsl 

Ttottsr , 

T«l«« Boon . 
Holms , 
Gaudy 



: " r ‘ F - J ‘ » a "'* rane ^j I Banner SEE 

subject: HIGHLAND ER RI gEAgQL_AND 1 /LIO* 

JEDUCM^i®ER 
JCNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 1 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

A review of the file on the Highlander Research and Education 
Center, f ormerly operated a s t he Highlander Folk Sch ool at Monteagle, 
Tennessee, has' 1 Teen' made and Tt is recommended that no security -type 
investigation be conducted since this organization is primarily involved 
as a training ground in the integration movement in the South. It is 
believed, however, that we should obtain the names of all officers, 
teachers and students of this organization so that a check of Bufiles 
can be made. 

The Highlander Folk School was founded in 1932 by Myle^torton 
who continues as director of this group and by Donald Lei W> 









fSmol was supported by dttHUllUlUJ U! 1IIU1V IlllUli, Md Tailor Ullions in the 
> form of payments for students attending courses of instruction in labor 
organizations, social economics and the general field of labor education. 
It has had Communist Party (CP) members on its staff and has accepted j 
communists as students. No courses, however, were ever offered in \A 
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of the School". 

Due to the interracial character of the School, it has been 
the subject of numerous allegations that it represented the headquarters 
of communism in east Tennessee. An extensive investigation was 
conducted in 1941 and 1942 as a result of the allegations. These 
allegations have never been substantiat ed and much of the information 
of a subversive derogatory nature concerning this School was later 
repudiated by the individuals who previously furnished the information. 
No investigation is being condqpJ^d. icon, corning this organization. at this 
time. Although inquiries have been made of « the Knoxville Office from 
time to time regarding an investigation of thi^^rojn?. Knoraille 
recommended no investigation}" 33*111 r r v- 

61-7511 4 JULSO iQfii 

jh <4) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED K 

DATEj2fafe/_BY h 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE; HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
61-7511 

On 2/16/60 the charter of the Highlander Folk School was 
revoked by the State of Tennessee as the School was operating "a private 
racially integrated school" in violation of the Tennessee Code making 
it unlawful to allow white and colored persons to attend the same 
institution of learning. Horton subsequently opened the Highlander 
Research and Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, which continues 
in existence. 

This organization has continuously been involved in the 
integration movement and as a result charges are being continuously made 
that it is "communist." These charges are based mainly on the opinion 
of individuals making the charges that being prointegration is being 
procommunist. 

This organization in June, 1963, was again involved in an 
incident involving the arrest of 28 white and colored men and women 
after a raid on a camp site near Maryville, Tennessee. This camp was 
being operated as a branch of the Highlander Research and Education 
Center and was being used as a workshop to train individuals for the 
integration movement. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached letter to the Knoxville Office be approved 
instructing that the names of all officers, teachers and students 
connected with this organization be obtained in a very discreet manner 
and furnished to the Bureau. No active investigation is to be 
conducted. 

y J 

■ • i 




- 2 - 





SAC, Knoxville (61-12) 

AS* Director, FBI (61-75111-- 2^ |? 

y . v u... ■ w .* .. 

HI (SLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING * w 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) * 



July 29, 1963 



1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 • Mr. Baumgardner 
- Nr.M| 

-» ;■ * * w 



You are instructed to’ discreetly obtain tbe 
names of all officers, teachers and students oho are - ^ : 
currently connected oith the Highlander Research and 
Education Center for submission to the Moreau. No active 
investigation aay be conducted. You should insure that 
obtaining these names does not become a natter of public 
information in your territory. 

This natter -should be handled expeditiously **5^ 
the names furnished to the Bureau as soon^as possible;- ^ 












NOTE : •. • 

See memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan, sane 
caption, dated 7/26/63, TPR:dfn/fjh. * ! 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 



sac, Knoxvi 



(Your file 61^12j. 



DATE: 



8 / 16/63 



yr 



OM f : Director, FBI (Bufile and -Serial 

v> Wft 8*S33-') 



Room No. 55 g-y/ 

ci ir i Ff — r • HlurhltJilv DSR RRSt^ARCE AND 
J EDUCATi Cti C enter 

KNOXVILLE . TIL KESTLSR — - ; 

j™ ■ — 

I — 1 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency. 



□ airtel [X] letter 



submitted 



E2- Date □ report O letterhead memo jfj will be submitted ReBulet 7 / 29 /63s 

□ 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and when report 
will be submitted — — * 

□4. Status of □ Appeal O Inquiry □ Investigation [3 Prosecutio. 



| | Investigation 



I | airtel Q letter 

LJ 5. Submit |— | report j ] letterhead memo 



\ ] SEARCHED IKDCXZC . 

'x . (Place reply hereon and return to Bur man. Note receipt mud acknowledgment c aeriaria^ceae^fte) 
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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT 




Director, FBI (61-7511) 
SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (G) 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

BeBulet to Knoxville 7/29/63, 



date: 



8/13/63 

L 

•5' 



H 



Referenced letter Instructed Knoxville to discreetly 
obtain the nanes of all officers, teachers, and students 
currently connected with Highlander Research and Education 
Center (HREC) . The Bulet instructed Knoxville to conduct no 
active investigation and to Insure that obtaining these nanes 
did not become a natter of public information. 

HREC is located at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and its director is MYLSq / HORTON , long-tine director 
of Highlander Folk School (HFS) , Mont eagle, Tennessee. The 
Bureau is aware that assets of HFS were aucti oned by the State 
of Tennessee in 1961 under court decree after HFS was convicted 
of violating state laws. 

The physical facilities of this institution consist 
of one large forner residence and a small adjoining structure. ' 
MYLES HORTON and his wife reside on the premises and it is be- 
lieved that other persons reside there on a temporary basis 
fron tine to tine. .. 

On 8/28/61, a State of Tennessee General Welfare 
Charter was issued to HREC, Inc. The incorporators listed 
on the charter are: 



tv.:-- 'Si 






Dr. SCOTT BATES 
MYLES HORTON 






Miss MARY JUSTUS 


» *% • 






Mr. EUGENE KAYDKH 








Miss VERA McCAMPBl 


*r- • ,7E 




■n> 


Bureau 


s; 




i - 


Knoxville 

L , _ 



V, 




/ 



& 
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On 6/11/ 54, the Bureau Instructed Knoxville to sake 
no contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School, Mont eagle, 
Tennessee, and that no discussion, pro or con, should be made 
with any Individual regarding this school. 

These instructions were issued following complaints 
against Bureau Agents by MYLES HORTON. These instructions have 
been assumed to apply to the Highlander Rese arch and Education 
Center, since it appears to be merely^ a continuation of Higb- 
lander Folk Sc hool under a slightly differentjiame.~~~ .* 

For the Bureau's information, HREC is an extremely 
controversial subject in this area and has been the subject 
of numerous articles in one local newspaper ( The Knoxville 
Journal) purporting to show connections between Communism 
and HREC and between HREC and the Presbyterian Youth Center 
at the University of Tennessee. The Knoxville Office fre- 
quently receives Inquiries from persons in various walks of 
life requesting information re HREC and wanting to know if 
the Bureau is conducting an Investigation of this institution. 
In line with Bureau instructions issued 6/11/54, the Knoxville 
Office makes no comment whatsoever concerning HREC. 



EX 61-12 




In the absence of specific Bureau instructions, 
Knoxville will continue to coaply with Bureau instructions 
Issued 6/11/54 and will not conduct any investigation That 
soever or attempt to develop any sources to furnish infor- 
mation regarding Highlander Research and Xducation Center. 
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DATE 3bj-g+ RYSfes-, 



gyssi ?j 



Mr. Trotter- 

Mi. Room 

M Holtnae . 
$B> G*ndy_ 



J » Edgar Hoover 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 



Lear Sir: 



Many things are bothering me, and so I an caning to you with a 
few of them, hoping for some help. 



Why can* t something be done to oust Dean Rusk and a few 
other REDS fron our State Department? Ditto MacNamara. 
What is he doing for the defense of the U.SJl? Surely 
causing the country to quietly disarm is not defense of 
our country. What about the Chairman of the Un-American 
Activities? Why are we slowly wasting away under this 
Communist subversion??? Can we recover in time? 



4 rti 



Why cannot Earl Warren be impeached? He votes in favor ^ 
of the Reds — and now the cover-up of the testimony 
of Oswald's widow. The American people who pay taxes 
are entitled to the truth. 



I enclose photocopy of a letter I received from TIKE. 
Will you please advise whether the U.S. Government did 
actually clear the~ mghlander Folk School of being a 
Communist organization? I under stancf fhe school was 
closed, but re-opened elsewhere. 




Thank you for writing me. 
Republican party. 



I am a hard worker in the CONSERVATIVE 

/. / 'Tcr/j _ 



Sincerely 






ff FEB 24 1964 



jl nave a copy or your address of October 9, 19bZ at Las Vdgas, Nevado 
— National Convention of the American Legion. 








V 



|S3g 

3 g >»g 

* a.§ 5 



9 S 3 s £ e| 
JSalfSsf 

0 q 8 3 ?> 0 -S 

iJIiSvi 



I*. I £ 

S I -*3t 

0 jg 8 £? 

Mifs 2 . 

||1 MS 

| 8 i|i» 2 

8 «= S'ilS 

|ll 2 l 5 l 

IHiiir 

* Sa t^Z « 

5 I a ® — 0 £ 

X3 SJSVSU 
* H g 5 






‘•SSI** 1 ** 

JSKSjf 

® > s .2 * S • 
3 W - 8 .® = ! 

*j$hn 

lllahjf 
^ ~ = ®. I s i 
iPliti 
iajiJji 

g-| a*S 5 » 

ll?!5!- 

<iisirs 

< IsS*’l.Is 




«5aS8 



Jllfs . 1 

l?fll ' 

?«n* 



13 ® §•■£* 

|oS §f«: 

j g : 

dllflf 

f S 3 $ §••* 

««SS & 



!r 



m « . 

SS 3 
g g? 

e J 3 

a? & 



filfi 

35 

am 




main 

Ss|l;i 




riiifiriii 



8 S Sj-as §* 

mini 

s fi!gii' 




. 6 . 

?£, t/% 



, •- a 



X- 

«£ C ® 

£ ?: 

o a 



* * *? 5 

^^■Sa 

" "2 

*3 ij 



.5 

ijlse, <* § a s B 

Uillsii , ' i *' 

c “ 9 5 S) ® Ij 

&r «! 5 3 

•n « 




s ^ S fl ® 

•“ « 8 S S« 

lji«J 



s « si* s § 

a® - 2 o 5 a c g~ 

5 S 2 S^S 

f 2< 

.^i|?i »l 2 

ifsjy ||i 

?°lS 3 -s ^I's 




- f -|flil ? f! 





I * 



* - \1 



V;:v..v 

• ■ i- » * *> * 



. V-' \ \o~ T 

' , V -I u. 

• -5 ... *■• - * 





, *- \ i,. 



’ r; " > 



.. « - My./' !■> 



1 

.:,^'^' T V --{I • 



% V*' 



1 



m **> 



/ V j; '•' 



V - 



V#. . f' 

V. < ... ■* 



U- ? / 



^ tsf^fj^tfo:. 
* A " 



February 17, 1964 













* — ;‘V v - ^ , 



J ' 
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Mr. Hoover read your letter of February 20th and 



the enclosures. 

.. • ' v, . * * ^'r- ' - .■:••■" •'•••' • • • 

3» 

He asked me to advise you that the FBI Is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makarff 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity™ 
of any organization, publication or individual. This Bureau doQ> 5 
not issue clearances, and in view of the foregoing, he trusts y^u t * 
will understand why he cannot comment as you have suggested. » 



8 



Sincerely yours, 







Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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VOTE: Correspondent Lsrhot identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk 
School has been the subject of numerous allegations of being a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee due 
primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been substant 
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does not warrant a reply from the Director qnct that theabove letter ov< 
Miss Gandy ’ b signature is in order. Her enclosure consists of a letter she 

CONTINUBp NEXT l^AGE. 
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received from the publication "Time" in which it is ®* 
Government investigators cleared both the founder of * e 
School and the school itself of accusations of communist activities. The 
not mentioned in this communication. The^er e^We was a 
copy of a newspaper clipping of an address made by Karl Prussian. 











May 6,1964 



Dear Director Hoover: 

Sir, I would like to hare from you If I may, any 
printed statements you might hare on hand, in concern with th* 

O 

Closing of The Highlander Folk School I n Tenn. This school was it 
disclosed, trained pro-Conmunist people of the Civil Bights movement 
in this country. Also I would like to have a printed(or other type of) 
coppy of the statement that you made in connection with tfre Communist 
infiltration Into the Civil Rights organizations*. 

Sir, I have always suspected that the Civil Rights people 
were a bit left-leaning so to speak. Any vaxification of the above 
would be apprecated. 



I remain sincerely yours: 







S'lt' 



fcC-211 6 /- I | / 



MAY 15 1964 
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Tour letter of May 6th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why lam r 
not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested. £ 

O 

With regard to my statement made in connection 11 * 
with communist infiltration into civil rights groups, I am enclosings g 
a copy of my testimony before the Bouse Subcommittee on Appropriations 
on January 29, 1964. On pages 40 and 41 you will note data bearing ^ 
on the topic of your interest. I am also sending you other material ° 
which I trust will be of assistance to you. x 



Sincerely yours. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 7/7/64 



SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3506) (RUC) 



'H. 



subject: 
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WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR /) . 
HIGHLANDER FOOT SCHOOL^ I » - 
IS - C 
(00: WFO) 



Re WFO let to Knoxville dated 6/1/64. 





may be active in the Washington, D. C. 

e-«ighlander . 



area. Knoxville was requested to advise if th< 



Folk School is of current investigative interest, and, if so, 
furnish with a current characterization. 

As the Bureau is aware, and for the Information of 
WFO, on 6/11/54 the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make no 
contacts whatsoever at High lander. Folk School (HFS), Mont eagle, 
Tennessee, and that no discussionsTpro* or con should be made 
with any individual concerning this school. Highlan der Research 
a nd E ducation-^ Center (HREC) , Knoxville, is the successor to “ITT 

ssets were auctioned by the St at e ' of ''Te nnessee 

r the school was convicted of violating 
ORTON^ former ..Director of HFS, is 
JrSL sy fV, 



the HFS, whose assets w 
under "a court decreh a ? 
Tennessee laws. MYLES 
currently Director of 



The above Bureau instructions were issued as a result 
of allegations against Bureau Agents following interview with 
HORTON. In view of these instructions, no sources whatever have 
been developed at HFS or the HREC and, consequently, in view 
of Bureau instructions, no investigation has been or is being 

conducted concerning the organization. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

(RM) rjz, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Memorandum 
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Director, FBI (61-7514) >/ date: 8/28/64 

- COjrafiTIAL . 

SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (RUC) 



subject: ' — _HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND 

RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Re Savannah airtel 7/24 /&d. 

No Information has com4 Jto 

Knoxville Office concerning MYLEgLfeORTON^ or the Highlander 
Education and Research Center"T:orf<jyjc^ttg"a South-wide Voter 
Education Internship Project at th§)^ea Island Progressive 
Club Center, St, Johns Isl and , S«Cy*~ ' '™ ~ 



4 

tfie^attention of the 



TO 




Any information received will be forwarded to 
Savannah. For the information of the Savannah Office, the 
Knoxville Office is conducting no active Investigation of 
the Highlander Center pursuant to previous Bureau instruc- 
tions. The Bureau and Savannah has previously been furnished 
information that the Highlander Center had a group of the 
Council of Federated Organizations at the center in Knox- 
ville for one week following completion of this group's 
orientation at Oxford, Ohio, and jiet prior to the s 

departure for Mississippi. It was reported that the group 
in Mississippi would bo in the Gulfport area "to find out *" 
what kind of an alliance, political and civic, can be esta- 
blished between white and colored citizens in the Mississippi 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
SAC, SAVANNAH (100-5125) 
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: Highlander education and -researc h Center 

INFORMATION CONCERNING • 



u 

rt* c ; 



Re Savannah air tel to Bureau, 7/31/64. 



Attached hereto are two copies of newspaper 
clipping appearing in the "NEWS AND COURIER, "Charleston, 

S. C., newspaper, 8/17/64, entitled "Advancement is Goal 
Of Progressive Club." 

•y C'O 

It is noted that, near the end of the article* 
atkpoResman at the meeting is reported to have referred to 
the FBP-as the "Future Burfeau of Investigation. ~ ® 
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1- Savannah 
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thii If 
the first to a series of articles 
on tbe background* and activi- 
ties of the John’s Island Pro- 
gressive Club, its leaders and 
members.) 

By CHARLES L. DIBBLE 

Aside from tbe dearth of hus- 
tle-bustle, John’s Island has 
ipuch in common with histone 



the Stono River Tbe expansion 
is due, iiriai^Tueasure, to the 
efforts of Highlander Folk 
School and its successor, High- 
lander Research and Education 
Center of Knoxville, Tenn. 

The Progressive Club has 
sponsored many extra John’s Is- 
'land activities, the most recent 
•being two^outhern Voter Educt- 



'-al 



Charleston, Surrounded by Low- 
country waterways, the island- 
fifth largest oq the Atlantic sea- 
board — is a kaleidoscope of an- 
cient trees, Spanish moss, and 
Uullah-speaking Negroes. 

It is with the latter— the dark- 
skinned peoples of the island— 
that Esau Jenkins has concerned 
himself over the years. 
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In 194R. the Negro leader 
brought together eight or 10 oft 
hts neighbors and formed the* 
Progressive Chib, aimed at the 
political and economic advance- 
ment of the John’s Island Negro 
community. • 

In recen t years th e efforts of 
the club haWTESttied beyond 
tbe limits of Bohicket Creek and 



tion Internship Projects. Spon- 
sored and financed by Highland- 
er, the bi-racial workshops were 
attended by Southern Negroes 
for the most part. 

Each of the projects consisted 
of a week-long workshop session 
followed by a week’s “intern- 
ship” during which time the 
participants lived In Charleston 

homes. Although Identical to for- 
mat, the two sessions featured 
different speakers and, for the 
most part, a different audience. 

With a genera] theme of vot- 
er registration, the workshops 
branched out Into virtually all 
aspects of the civil rights quea- 

Who attended these sessions? 
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And what, specifically* 
tb^jlUCUM? 



The largest turnout during the 
two workshops appeared at the — > 
opening session on July 6. About 
300 people— including some 15 
white people — were present. 
Thirty-six of these were regie- 



(See GOAL, Page rA) 



Continued From Page 1-A 

tered at tly» worksh op while the 
others were area residents. 

~ Scheduled to speak on “Basic 
Issues in the Current Revolu- 
tion” was Randolph Blackwell, 
an Atlanta attorney associated 
with Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference (SCLC). But 
Blackwell canceled his appear- 
ance at the last minute. 

■ FiHing in for him was Mil- 
ton S. Hurst, director of the 
workshop. Hurst, instructor of 
social sciences and acting direc- 
tor of public realtions at Talla- 
dega College, Ala., has an A.B. 
degree from Talladega and an 
M.B.A. from Atlanta University. 

The eloquent young Negro 
told his audience: “The ‘(Sir- 
rent Revolution’ is not a Ne- 
gro problem; it Is an Amer- 
ican problem.” 

Stressing a theme of responsi- 
bility, he told the group: “It’s 
just as important for us to re- 
direct ntr. enargies toward 



f 

school dropouts and text books 
as to demonstrate. It is impor- 
tant that we start now to get 
jour young people In school and 
to make them stay there. 

“The proletariat and bour- 
geoisie overthrew the aristoc- 
racy. Then the bourgeoisis as- 
sumed the customs of the aris- 
tocracy,” the social science 
professor said. “We must be 
careful that— when we are vic- 
torious in our revolution — we 
do not assume the customs of 
our enemy. » 

“God is on our side,” be 
claimed. “But let’s make sure 
as we continue in this ‘Current I 
Revolution’ that we’re on God's 
side in carrying out his wDt. M | 
Attending the Monday night 
session and several others dur- 
ing the week was Luther Sturte- 
vant, a white student at Drew 
University’s theological school. 
The young Methodist, a grad- 
uate of Lewis and Clark Col- 
lege in Portland, Ore., is serv- 
ing this summer as pastor's 



aide to the Rev. F- Perry Mete, 
minister at Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, m Negro church 
on Beaufain Stra°t. 

* Sturtevant has assisted in the, 
voter registration drive in 
Charleston and, in addition, has 
served as a tutor to a group 
of Negro eighth-graders. 

Leading the singing during 
toe first workshop was Guy 
Carawan, a collector and sing- 
er of folk songs, who lives on 
John’s Island with his wife and 
their two-year-old aon. 

Two white college students 
attended both sessions — Etoe 
Eden of Berkeley, Calif., and 
Roger Phoenix, who said he was 
“more or less from New York. 

Miss Eden, who has been 
staying with the Carawans, wul 
study abroad next year, while 
Phoenix plans to return to Anti- 
och College, a liberal arts 
school in Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
Introduced on ope ning f ight as a 
CORE worker^ - the Student has 



© 



*') 



\ 




4 * 



been working with Esau Jenk- 
ins this summer. 

The thorn, uf^lhe “Current 
Revolution” was carried for- 
ward the next day— Tuesdav— 
by Dr. W. C. Beck of Florence 
who discussed “Basic Issues 
in the Current Local Revo- 
lution,” during the morning* 
Afternoon brought Fred Hen- 
derson Moore, a Charleston 
Negro attorney, who spoke on 
“The Role of the President’s 
Commission of Equal Employ-, 
ment.” A general discussion ofj 
problems of equal employment 
followed. 

“The Church and Human Re- 
lations” received the group’s 
Wednesday morning. 
Speaking were the Rev. F. 0. 
Pharr, past president of the 
Charleston NAACP, and C. Con* 
rad Browne. 

Browne, associate director of 
Highlander, attended the first 
workshop for three days with 

• his wife Ora and three of their 
i ciuidren. He returned briefly at 
hhe end of the second session 

p ! a V up Highlander equip- 
j ment. 

I After a talk Wednesday aft- 
■ wi7-oon by Jenkins on “Is the 
jSercnd Step— Political Educa- 
I tiw~ Important?”, the group of 
p?out & gathered at the Cara- 
'n . bouse for a cook-out and 
jriv v nation. While the young- 
j sttrs played badminton and vol- 
i v Pali and the older ones f 
v arched. Browne, who once 
attended fee University of Chi- 
cago divinity school, related 
hi: experiences prior to Joining 
the Highlander staff. 

From 1349 to 1963 be lived 

• Amt-rLus. Ga., on 1,100- 
i acre Komonia Farms— a hi- 
i racial, religiously-oriented com- 

• farm. Vividly he recount- 
l*ri th® “tprnr lactics used 
ragaiobi us by the people of the 

i uuiiued in the early 
7 40s, the farm was quietly ac- 
cepted for more than a decade 
b , ‘ the people of southwestern 
j Georgia’s Sumter County* 



“The Supreme Court decision j 
changed that I guess the peo-t 
pie felt like, th ay» had to do] 
something.” Trouble followed. 
And in a six-month period ; 
there came legal reprisals, dy- 
namiting?, shotgun blasts, a 
fire, and cross-burnings. Farm 
members were unable to buy or 
sell goods In Americus because 
of a boycott and had to bring 
in supplies from SO to 75 miles 
away. 

The farm eventually was 
closed. 

Turning to Mississippi, the 
Highlander official spoke with 
a tone of despair about the then 
missing civil rights workers 
md impatiently referred to the 
ABI as the Future Bureau of 
S [Investigation: “It’s always *we 
can come in after the crime is 
committed’ but they never do 
anything to prevent a crime,* 

The evening program cen- 
tered around the presentation 
and discussion of a Him em- 
phasizing the need for voter 
registration, “Knock on Every 
Door.” 

Thursday morning H. A. De- 
Costa, a Charleston Negro con- 
tractor, and Mrs. Ruby Corn- 
well, also of Charleston, treated 



3K 



«ftemo op . Bate s, vice- ch a irm a n 
of the BSan of Director* of 
Highlanders, was followed on 
the program by attorney 
Russell Brown, president of the 
Charleston NAACP, who spoke 
on the provisions and impll- 
cations of the Civil Rights biH 
The evening was spent seek- 
ing an answer to “Why Negroes 
Seem to Care So Little about 
Civic and Political Re 
bilities.” Speaking were direc-p 
tor Hurst and the Rev. Mr. 
Douglas of the Baptist Center. | 
Friday the group of % per- 1 
sons spent the day at die Jen- 
kins’ home at Atlantic Beach,' 
a Negro resort about 15 miles 
north of Myrtle Beach. During 
the day, sessions were held on 
“Advantages of Political Ma- 
turity ” and “American Meals 1 
and American Elusions.” The 
workshop participants returned" 
ii to John’s Island during the eve- 
fcning. 

11 A session on the accomplish- 
ments of the workshop was 
held Saturday morning. Then 
tithe group split up: during tbe 
I ■ week that followed tbe interns 
Charleston Negro 

The Role of Higher Education! famUies - , f 

In Achieving Jobs, Freedom,", The group regathered several 
and Citizenship Responsibility.”! times, however. Sunday they 
Dr. Scott Bates, a professor at* 'attended a Second Step— Polit- 



“TT.T;.'« > - - 

and Mrs. Mary Brown ted t 

schools. 

Charleston’s Wary was a 
visited before the partidpa 
returned to the Regress 
Chib Center at the end of 
week for a discussion of 
week’s events and implemer 
tion of tbe Ideas discove: 
during the two-week session. 

(TOMORROW: The seco 
John’s Island workshop.) 



I 

It 



the University of the South in ^ 
Sewanee J a nti .i - c ontinued the’ 
same discussion during the j 



ical Education— Workshop 4b 
Edisto Island, directed by 
Isaac Robinson. Monday and 
Thursday they atte nded Adult 
Citizenship- SetRHJB in North 
Charleston and at Parker's 
Ferry. Mrs. Roberta Leonard 
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> j Memorandum / 

: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)C0NftpENTlAL 



FROM 



■Q(Clc t 



date: p/ 10/64 



SAVANNAH (100-5125) (C) 



■si&SiP 

*'4 



subject: HIGHLANDS EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER . 

INFORMATION CONCERNING / 

Re Savannah alrtel to Bureau/ 8/19/64; / 

Knoxvil le letter to Bureau, S/28/64; w 
HB^tter to Bureau, 9/1/64. 

The Bureau has recently been furnished a series of 
articles appearing la the "news and Courier',' charleston, 

8. C. , newspaper, concerning captioned center. 

The Knoxville Division has advised the Bureau that 
no information has come to the attention of the Knoxville 
Division concerning MYLES HORTON or the Highlander Education 
and Research Center conducting a South-wide Voter Education 
Internship Project at Sea Island Progressive Club Center, 

Johns Island, S. C. 

The Bureau has been previously advised that no active 
investigation is being conducted concerning captioned organisa- 
tion. 
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at any xurtner mjormarion coming xo 
s attention concerning above will be made available to the 
Savannah Division. 

Accordingly, the case in the Savannah Division is 
being placed in a closed status. 
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Sept. 9th, 1964 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
BY 



DATEtol 




I have just finished reading your article "The 
Faith of Our Fathers, " in the current (Sept 11) issue of 
Christianity Today. Please accept My grateful thanks for 

writing it. 

I Know of No Man in this Nation who has Made 
a greater contribution to its Welfare and Security than yourself. 
You have placed our children, our grandchildren, and generations 
yet unborn, deeply in your debt. Yours is a Magnificent record 
nf unselfish service. 



There is a bit of information that I would like 
Very Much to have if it Not against the policy of your office 
to furnish it. 



I want to Know something about the Highlander 
Folk School in Monteagle Tenn. Was this organization listed 
as a Subversive organization, and was it a Communist Party 
Front? 



With all good wishes, 
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September 16, 1964 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HER EI N^TOLA ^S SIMED^^ 



I received your letter of September 9th and I want 
to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my article, 
"The Faith of buir Fathers, " and my administration of the FBI. 

It is hoped our future endeavors will coatinhe to merit your 



It is hoped our future endeavors will continpe to merit your 
support and approval. j ^ 

i While I would like to be of service to you, information 
contained in tie files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance wi tit regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. 1 regret I am unable to be of help in 
this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the topic of your interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



interest. 
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's Fijght Communism Sanely I 1 " ;=• 
i Nation’s Response to Communism 
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^cntwr-ana the headquarters ol communism in Eastern Tennessee, due 
primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been substanti. 
The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliations of personam 
affiliated with the HFS, The Bureaii’-hasaet investigated this organization. 

(fiT-7511-266,267). h 
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MART®* LUTHER KING, JR. g»I*tS) 

THE hTGHLAND ER FOLK SCHOOL— 

REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN C. PUCINSKI 
(DEMOCRAT - ILLINOIS) ? 



DATE: 7-27-64 



Ca*p*r — 
Col)obtn 
Conrad _ 
Otlgpcfa' 
^v«u _ 

Gale 

Roma — 



TimI 

Trotter - 
-Tele. Room , 



^blmes 



subject: MART®! LUTHER KING, JR. 



BACKGROUND: 



Congressman Pucinski forwarded a copy of a flyer made from a news 
clipping from the "Augusta Courier," Augusta, Georgia, on 7-8-63. The flyer identifi 
Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlande 
F-’h School during the Labor Day weekend of 1957. The Congressman would like to kn 
j if the Highlander Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the 
1 oerson identified in the photograph is Martin Luther King, Jr. 



INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 



The photograph of Martin Luther King attending the Highlander Folk j* 
School has come to our attention several times in the past. A United Press - Internal 
Service release o l 7-12-63 reported Governor Ross Barnett displayed a poster- si^y 
photograph to the Senate Commerce Comm ittee_ which he claimed showed King "at f 
communist training school. ” Governor Barnett said the picture was taken at the Migh- 



communist training school. " Governor Barnett saia me picture was taaen at meymgn- 
lander Folk School of Monteagle, Tennessee. The Bureau obtained another copyf/f the 
photograph frbm our Savannah Office in March, 1963, and it was revealed that the phol 
graph was taken surreptitiously by an "undercover agent" of the Georgia Commission < 



Education at die Highlander Folk School i n 1957^ - , r ^-, ^ 

S*The photograph also identified AbnerW^^err y wh'cThas been a writer f 
"The Daily Worker" and has been a member of the C ommunist Party, although he 
j reportedly left it in September, 1958. Aub r e^Tilli ams," al s oTfle ntif ied in the photogr 
j has been associated with communist causes and has held suppositions as chairman o 
I the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee and \ 
l president and member of the board of directors oLthe SoutherwConference Educational 
s Fund, Inc. , a communist front. . Myleafflorton, jaanttfa'Scl on the flyer forwarded by 
i Congressman Pucinski as director^ )! the Hig h laji der Fol k School, has been very close 



Congressman Pucinski as directory ?! tne Higti 
tn the Communist Party in the although 

member of the Communist Pa»^. v t 
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(Continued, page 2) 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



The Highlander Folk School was formed in 1932 .an d was a leftist 
organization supported by private donations. It offered courses of instruction in 
l abor organizatio n, economics and labor education. Informants have advised that 
tHe school has had Communist Party members on its staff as instructors and has - 
followed the practice of welcoming communists a s students. Informants have advised 
the school was p ro- communis t, but there is no indication It was ever completely . 

, controlled by communists. The school was closed by the Stat e of Tennessee in 
‘Decexaber^ 1961, aft er its conviction lor, violating jt enne^'efe segreg ation laws .^A __ 
state charteTTor a Highlander Refiftarf.h andJEducat ion Center of I^o^ille,. Jrennesse' 
was issued on 8-28-61 and Myles Horton was identified as J its"I?ir §ctor . 



RECOMMENDATION: 



That a representative of your, Mr. DeLoach, office personally contact 
Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior cordial relations, and inform 
him co nfidentially of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerning the 
HighJanSer Folk School. 
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0 



) 



Congress of t|te ®mteb States 

$ou*e ot »tpr«tntatit>eS 

Washington, ». C. 

July v 22J* *9^ 



OO^MITTM 




Honorable J . Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I wonder if you would be good enough to give me 
your department 1 s repcS of the veracity of the enclosed 
brochure . 

I have seen this material rathe£j£dely dis- 
tributed and I vould like to know if the Hi^l^er Folk 
School was a Communist Training School ana wneuner o 
4SrSe person identified in the photograph is, indeed, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Since this material is being widely distributed 
in my district, you can appreciation my concern. 

Sincerely yours 






Roman C • Pucinski 
Member of Congress 
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(Type in plain text or code) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
Stff, SAVANNAH (100-5125) (P) 
HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND 
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n located at 



side .Driver . Knoxvill e^ Jean. Along with this letter was an 
announcement of a' lyo4 "southwide Voter Education Project to 
be held at Johns Island, S. C. 

-*r 

This announcement reflects that the Sea Island 
Progressiv e jg lub Center, River Road, Johns Island, 0, V C# 4 — 
will have a 19.64H§buthwide 'To ter Education Internship Project 
sponsored bv^rfighlander Research and Ed ucation Center from 
7/6-18/64 and again "from t/26-8/1/64. - 



/ The staff is reflected as j ESAU JENKINS, Dir ector , fr //*§ 
Y/CARAWAN, Hus i c Director. .„ nT /i*fk./ ^ 






onducting a Southwide Voter Education Inter nship 
ect at the Sea Island Progressive Club Center. 
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Inasmuch as this club is operating a Voter Educa- r f 
tion Internship Project, no investigation is being conduct e* ■%■ , _ y •' 
by the Savannah Office; however, it will be followed througn^^ 
sources and any pertinent information will be developed. - ■■■* ■;*■ 

The requested to furnish the "... 

Savannah Of f ii^^fn^SoxviIieanny information developed ••*"• *VY* 
in this regard. A/ '<»■:%' 
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The' Knoxville Office is also requested to keep the 
Savannah Office advised of activities in this regard y t * 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



ft 



DIRECTOR, TBI . ' , 

SAC,~S AVANNAH (100-5125 T 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 





For the information of the Charlotte Office, a 1964 
Southwide Voter Education internship project sponsored by 
Highlander Research and Education Center is being held at the 
e alsland Pro gress jveClub Center, R iver Road. Johns Islands — 
Tx, , from 7/6/64 through >A^/64. The second workshop begins 
July 20, 1964 and ends August 1, 1964. The purpose of this 
project is to put into practice what those attending learn in 
working with .politically conscious Negro and white leadership 
in Charleston and the surrounding sea islands. . ... 
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UNITED STATES GO^-^NMENT 

Memorandum 

to . /-I DIIIICTOE, TBI 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



date: 
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HIGHLANDER ED PCATIQ BLJLND 



ON CONCERNING 



2 * Savannah Airtel to Bureau 7/24/64, 

Utmnnd airtrf r«qu.»t«l thatj^Htnalsb^ 
Savannah and Knoxville any information developed 
regarding the above captioned organinatlen, Continued 
contacteith informant® has failed to reflect any 
additional information in this regard* 



4n this r 



I * 

/MHMfftrlll furnish any informatien received 
the 8avannah and Knoxville Of floes. 
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February 18, 1965 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

l am confused. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

DAT E^jsm 



A recent paid political ad in the Boulder Daily Camera showed a picture 
of Rev. Martin Luther King at th^Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, 
Tennessee in 1957. The ad states that this is a communist school, 
that some communist members were in attendance, that a Karl 
Prussian charges that King is a member of 60 "Communist Front" 
organizations (whatever that is), etc, etc. 



The ad further states that Karl Prussian was an FBI counter-spy 
for 22 years. 

These charges, while not specifically calling King a communist, are 
serious. 

Numerous letters to the editor of the Daily Camera have condemned the J 
article, praised the article, defended the right to publish it, etc. Few of/ 
these writers have any basic facts to go on, I feel. LA. 

Could you supply me with any information on this Highlander School? Its 
founding, faculty, students, sources of income, etc. What was King’s 
participation? Was "Karl Prussian really an FBI member. Does King 
belong to 60 such "front" organizations. ^ ^ ^ ^ 7"// 33^ 

I only want to become an informed citizen, and not have to rely on rumors, 
half-truths, etc. ■ ■■ u 

* 

Any information would be greatly appreciated. IT MAR ."3/19651 • 
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Respectfully yours ^ 
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February 25, 1065 





Tour letter o i February 16th has been received. 

Although 1 would like to be of service. Information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as conf i de nti al ! 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure you will 
understand why I cannot comment concerning the subjects of your 
Inquiry. 
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I would like to point out that Karl Prussian assisted 
this Bureau by furnishing Information on subversive activities from 
November, 1049, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated. 
He was not, however, a Special Agent of the FBL This Bureau is not 
in a position to comment In any way whatsoever on his current activities, 
statements or personal ventures. 



find of Interest. 



I am enclosing some Information which 1 hope you will 
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Sincerely yours, 
J» E dgar Hoover 



Enclosures (5) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 
lime for Decision *- 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely 1 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Shall it be Law or Tyranny? 




SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. 
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REC'D-REAOING ROOM 








NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk 
School (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a. 
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern 
Tennessee, due primarily to its racial character. These allegations 
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous 
communist affiliations^of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau 
has not investigated this organization (61-7511-266,267). 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

.Pennsylvania Ave. 

'Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 






Because of recent controversy in oyf) community ire are attempting to 
accumulate factual information about the^ Highlander Folk School of Mont- 
eagle, Tennessee. We are concerned about this information ~as it relate s 
to Martin Luther 




Following are the specific questions for which we need answers s 

1. T«as there an act of legislature of the State of Tennessee po/ close 
the Highlander Folk School, llonteagle, Tennessee, as a subversive^ school? 



2. If now what was the action taken by the State of Tennessee agajnst 

the Highlander Folk School? J 

3. What were the specific charges made against the Highlander Folk School 

H. On the basis of what charge did Highlander Folk School lose its 
charter? 

5. Were there any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highlander 
Folk School throughout 19 $7 or thereafter? 

6. Are there now any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highland , 
Educational Research Foundation in Knoxville, Tennessee? 

7. Was there, to the best of your knowledge, any training given at the 
Highlander Folk School, which was based on the principles of Marxism, 
Leninism, Stalinism, or Communism? 

8. Can the F.B.I. say whether or not the Highlander Folk School, Eonteagle, 
Tennessee, or the Highland Educational Research Foundation, Knoxville, Tenn. 
has in any way used methods or principles or any training of people in the 
methods of Marxist, Leninist, Stalinist or Coramunistic^t^£tj/cs? ^ > y r 
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9. Was Karl Prussian ever an agent df the F«B.I.r 

10. If not an agent, what did he do for the F*B»I.? 

11. Was Manning Johnson an agent of the F.B.I.? 

12. If not an agent, what did he do for the F.B.I.? 

13. Were they paid — if so how much? 

1U. Are either or both of them now, in any way, associated with the 
F.B.I.? w 

Th ank you Very much, 

Sincerely, 



C.C. 

N. deB Katzeribach 
George McCandless 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , x 
DATE^Idst-BY 




Tour totter of March 4th has bass received. 



With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
In the files of the FBI most be m a in tai n ed as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of tee Department of Justice and is available tor 
official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not 
In n position to comment along the lines you have mentioned. 
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With regard to Karl Prussion and Manning Johnson, 

I would like to point out Prussion assisted this Bureau by f*nd*Wng 
Information on subversive activities from 1949 to July, 1958, white 
Johnson did likewise from 1942 to 1944, during which time they wers 
compensated; however, they were not Special Agents. Neither P™^* 00 
nor Johnson has been connected with the FBI since these /*beir 

personal ventures and their opinions are strictly their own anfcthe^BI 
is not in n position to comment on then# In nay way whatsoever __ 
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to you. 



Enclosed to some literature 1 trust will be ofTlSreffe 
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6incersly yours, 



J. Edgar Bower 
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See enclosures and note next page. 
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Domestic Intelligence .- ^ ^ 

Communism the Incredible Swindle 
Faith In God— Our Answer to Communism 
Our Heritage of Greatness :%■ 

The Communism Menace 
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NOTE: Correspondent is. not identifiable in Bufiles. Karl Prussion is well 
known to Bureau files a^Se Highlander Folk School and Martin Luther King 
Manning Johnson was a Party member from 1930 to 1939 and furnished 
information to this Bureau 1942 to 1944. According to public sources 
information, he died in July, 1959. (100-55627) 
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March 16, 196$ 
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Dear 

Your letter of March 10th baa been received, and I appre- 
ciate the concern which prompted you to write me. 



While 1 would like to be of assistance to you. 



infni»maHrin 



contained in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. In view of this, 1 am sure^ 
you will understand why I cannot comment along the lines you have f— I 

indicated. In addition, I hope you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files regarding the subject of your inquiry. 




R 






In response to your request, I am enclosing some material 
on the general topic of communism. You may also wish to refer to my 
books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " The former 
was written with the hope that it would help readers gain an insight into the 
true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. The latter 
contains an analysis of international communist practices and contrasts 
totalitarian methods with life In a free country. These books may be 
available at your local library. 



Sincerely yours, : 




REC'D-REAOtNC ROOM 





LEB Intro - 4-1-61 
Internal Security - 4-17-62 
Deadly Duel 

Communism — The Incredible Swindle 
One Nation’s Response to Communism 



NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Buflles 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. C. 



Bear Sirs: 






f * 



V 






Concerning: Myles Horton Q. - 

Dire o tor of the Highlander Folk School 



Mont eagle , Teime saq^,., — 

t hir ing a re c ent World Cxilture s' c^as^ unusua^ circum- 
stances surrounding the above and Br . Mart in^Luthe^i ^ ing were 
■brought to light. It was mentioned that Br, King had received 
training at a Communist school. The only information available 
was through an "unbias, nonpartisan" paper issued before the 
last election. It contained a photo showing Br . King , Myles 
Horton and several other people together in front of the school. 
The caption mentioned that the school was to be closed by an 
act of the Tennessee Legislature and Carl Prussion, a counter- 
spy for the FBI for 22 years, was quoted to have said that 
Br. King belonged to 60 Communist organizations. 

I would be grateful for any pertinent information 
. concerning Br. King and Myles Horton of the Highlander Folk 
School. 



Respectfully, 
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Tour letter of March 27th has been received, and 
the thought which prompted you to write me la appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service. Information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret that I cannot be of assistance 
In this Instance but trust you will understand the reasons for this 
policy. 

For your information, Mr. Karl Prusslon furnished 
information concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis 
to this Bureau from 1949 to 1958 during which time he was compen- , r 
sated; however, he was not a Special Agent of the FBI. Bis opinions; 
and comments are strictly his own and do not represent this Bureau ~ 
in any manner. 3 s' 

t? 

Enclosed is some material which I hope you wfU» ~~ 
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find af Interest. 
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’four heritage of Greatness” 

U. S. News and World Report, 12-21-64 
Communism, the Incredible Swindle 
Faith in God -Our Answer to Communis 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
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NOTE next page.) 










NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Buflles. The 
individuals Martin Luther King and Myles Horton are well 
known to the Bureau as is the Highlander Folk School. 
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March 25, 1965 
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Dear Sirs: 



>€ould you please send me Information 
^Highlander Folk school with regard to 



concerning theHighlander Folk school with regard to 
Martin Luther King and his presence~there? CogW you tell 
me why the school was closed on charges of belrig/subverstve 
organization? In the publication Freedom's Voice , a newspaper 
put out In the past election, It was stated that Karl Prusslon 
charged that King belinged to 60 Communist front organizations. 

Would I be allowed to know the reasons behind this charge? Also 
could you supply information on Myles Horton, Director of the 
Highlander Folk School for communist training In Monteagu, Tennessee? 
This would be of great help to me, as we are discussing this in school. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 




> 4 * 















% 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN I? UNCLASSIFIED 
A 












c 






c 



h 








> Jri 




^ ^ (o l~ 75 //- 



# 




March 90, 2065 






50 

m 

r> 










-ni 

03 o „ 



Tour letter of March 25th has been 



received. 




With respect to your Inquiries, Information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential In accordance with regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Justice and Is available for official use only. 

I regret l cannot be of help In this Instance but trust you 
understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 

Enclosed Is some literature which I trust 
you will find Informative. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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U. S. News & WorB Reports 12-21-64 
U. S. News & World Reports 12-7-64 
Our Heritage of Greatness 
St. Louis Globe -Democrat 11-25 ^64 
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April 1 , 1965 



Respectfully referred to 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon. In duplicate to acoompany return of 
lnclosure. 
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By direction of 



THOMAS H. KUCHEL, 

*— ~ U. S. S, 

: letter and attached copy of a photograph re 



ing Martin Luther King, from 
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true. • closed photogr.ph' tori' in foImaUon 



B'le *ncIoau', C J’ U l°ur ott„l viewpoint rtgordljig 



Very truly ybur 
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgio, ot the High! or 
Folk School in Monteogle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The phi 
grntp~r. was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Educot 
r Ho i^hlonder Folk School was abolished by on oct of the Legislature of the State of 1 
v v at o later date because it was chorged with being a subversive organisation. 

f Those numbered in the picture ore: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott ond the Birmingham riots. I 
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Prussion, o counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther K 
>C belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in 
. i r' United States. He is promoted ond encouraged by the Kennedys. 

g ^ ^2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

ca3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tr 
*“ vi sion Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Montec 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, s< 
v ice in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalisn 

THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FO^ FREED 

Copies available- 100 /or $ 1. 00 „ ^kftstomps tfor 'postage) 

Alert Americans Awocralllm Box 1222, LJL/83 

Or^-r RlftHT WINf; DIRFCT DRV . lit+fnn all R1aht- Wli » ■ •»*. , mw^ 
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Honorable Thomas H. Knchel 
United States Senate 
Washington, XX C. 1061© 



My dear Senator: 

» A 

1 received your com munication of ^ 

enclosing a letter and clr colar from "H i 



s •• -- it 



While I certainly would like to be of service 

to your constituent. Information contained In the files of the 
FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. Therefore, I trust 
MfijHjm will understand why f am sot in n position to 
commence the material he forwarded. 



H c» 



; In response to your request, 1 am returning 

his letter and the circular to you. 



Sincerely yours. 



APR 6-1965 



3, Edgar Hoover 
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is no information 'in Bureau tiles to preclude this letter concerning ?nrr „ 
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Becently nationwide publicity haw km |lm to A 
photograph of subject King purportedly taken at tha Highlander 
Falk School (HI)* Others la tha photograph have boon inscribed 
as communists a nd t he allegation has been bade that King's 
presence at the OS proves bis having attended a "eonmumlst 
training school*" King baa publicly answered this criticise by 
elalslng that the photograph was taken at the SSth Anniversary 
Celebration of the HFB la 1907, Mo elaleed that that was bis 
only appearance at the HFB and that be was there for only about 
one hour in aider to sake an address which lasted about 40 
nlnutes* V ■ ■ ... _ , ■■ 

■■ * ■ V : . *■ - \ . ■ *' . . - . 

Bureau flies reveal that the UHL later known as the 
Highlander keseareh and Bducatlon Center, held its SSth Annlver* 
sary Calibration over the Labor Bay weekend, 1/30-9/S/fl, 

* J ' t. - : V.' v ’ 

She Bureau, of course, is aware of the nature of the 
HFB* It la desired, however, that available facts be obtained 
relative to Klng*s presence at the HFB In order to substantiate 
or prove false his answer of the eritlclas, v 

Atlanta Is instructed to iasediately review Its fils 
concerning King and any other appropriate files for Information 
which would tend to prove or disprove King's claim. Particu- 
larly note information indicating King's presence at the HFS sn 
any occasions other than the single tine he claims. If fils 
review uncovers the Identities of established reliable sources 
who might bo helpful, leads should be set out for contact pro- 
vided same can be done with full security insofar as preventing 
King's or baautborlsed Individuals 1 becoming aware of the Bureau 
inquiry, : v • v ^ ^ 
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Knoxville in ins true tod to promptly review its lll#;v-sv> 
concerning tho VI and any other filet for infornotlon which 
would prove or disprove Klng f « claim. Be alert to the possibility * 
of having established reliable sources contacted as indicated above 
for Atlanta. ■ '• * r. ’•'"•■ - ; .v v 7b* v 

Both of floes should expedite this setter and reply by 
air tel . If lnforsatlon along the lines indicated base previously 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3537) 



'- STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON, 
4/17/65 

/ INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

CO: WFO 



CtasHte 

Dcetesy* 






Re Knoxville teletype to Bureau 4/13/65. 



Enclosed are 8 copies of letterhead memorandum 
reporting information contained in referenced teletype. 
TV.o copies have been designated for the Washington Field 
Office and one copy of letterhead memorandum is being 
forwarded to Baltimore. 



The sourc 



m 



















Ia Reply, Pleat* Rtfc to 
Fit* No. 



UN>*ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 7t STICE 



federal bureau of investigation 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 13, 1965 
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The Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, a local, 
daily newspaper^ in"issue of s/9/65, reported that the Highlander 
Research and Education Center and the Student Non-violent Co- 
ordinating Committee were sponsors of the organization. This news 
release states that it was reported by AEPAC that the organization 
was formed to "help organize jobless and under-paid white and Negroes 
in Appalachia. The Appalachian Economic and Political Conference wilj 
work in ten Southern States which lies partly in Appalachia. This 
mountainous region has been harder hit by unemployment and poverty 
than most other areas of the nation." It was reported that AEPAC 
f^els "that Government program to meet these problems are inadequate 
and temporary and do not get at the basic causes of poverty. We 
hope to give the people of Appalachia a persuasive voice in economic 
and political decisions affecting their lives". 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER 
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On October 14, 1952, a source advised that the High- 
lander Folk School was an institution located near Ilonte&gle, 
Tennessee; that it was an institution with classes on a seminar 
basis supported primarily by donations from individuals and 
from labor unions in the form of payment for students who 
attend, and to some extent by the Farmers* Union. It offered 
courses of instruction in labor organization, official economics, 
parliamentary procedure, and the general field of labor education. 

This source added that this school has had Communist 
Party members on its staff and as instructors, and has followed 
the practice of welcoming Communist Party members as students, 
but to the source* s knowledge the school has never offered 
courses of instruction in Communistic matters nor has the 
Communist element ever completely controlled the institution. 



A second source advised that LOUIS BUDNEZ, admitted 
r editor of the ’’Daily Worker”, an East Coast Communist news- 
paper, and former official of the Communist Party, advised on 
ho /e :i:ber 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro- 
Co~:..unist. BUDENZ did not give further details regarding this 
school. 



The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel, a local daily newspaper published - atHKnoxville, Tenn- 
essee, contained an article reflecting the Highlander Folk^cj)qol^ 
had announced plans for a similar school at ifo'o'xvTTle t*p be located 
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLES\nORTON as 



Director of Highlander. 



✓ \ 



The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
uFsi, assets of Highlander Folk School, llonteagle, Tennessee, 



auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
* the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws 
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 
Courts. 



The July 8, 1962, issue of the Knoxville News -Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on "which Highlander Folk 
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School was formerly located had been sold at Public ation 
under Court decree. The article stated that MYLES HO JJON, 
Director of Highlander, during its entire for 

to Knoxville, Tennessee>)and has been granted a State Charter fo 
an organization cal le Qlgh lander Research and Education Center . 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be d 
tributed outside your agency. 
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ReBuairtel to Atlanta and Knoxville 4/6/65, 

A review of appropriate Knoxville files fails to 
1 reflect any information indicating KING’S presence at the 
J Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn., other than the 
[ occasion of the 25th Anniversary celebration at Highlander 
1 on the Labor Day weekend of 1957, File contains the photo- 
raph circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education, 
.tlanta, reportedly made of KING at Highlander Folk School 
CUFS) c this occasion. It is noted that file contains an ^ 
article in the New York Times dated 7/7/57 reporting that £ 
l-IFS would hold its" - 2"5th Anniversary on the Labor Day week- ™ 
end of 1957, It is reported that an interracial group of 
c on suit ants a nd s pe aker s_ ha^e^be en i nvited to pa rtici pate , 
among those b&ing.fRev*_l!ARTIN-HJTliER- KING, Jr,, Dr. ALONZO < 
LIONRON, president of Hampton Institute, and AUBREY WILLIAMS,! 
Montgomery Farm Magazine, and former director National Youth 
Administration, Rev. C. K. STEELE, RALPH HE1STEIN, president 
of the United Packing House Workers, and C, CONRAD BROWNE 
of Koinonia Farms, described as an interracial religious 
settlement near Americus, Ga. 

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn,, a 
daily publication, in issue 10/ 5/57, reported testimony by 
rr an undercover agent” before the Georgia Commission on Edu- 
cation, pertaining to the meeting at Highlander, A member 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (info) , 
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of the Commission stated that KING was one of those present 
and he described a photograph of KING. This photograph 
apparently was the one that was later circulated by the 
Georgia Commission on Education. 

Pamphlet distributed by Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle , Tenn., entitled "Highlander Clippings" contains 
excerpts from newspaper articles reporting the visit of 
Mrs. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT at Highlander on 6/17/58 and also 
items concerning the 25th Anniversary of the school. One 
item in this pamphlet contains an excerpt of an address by 
KING. This item is headed "The Look to the Future" - by 
MARTIN LUTEER KING, Jr., Montgomery Ala." (an address deli- 
vered at the 25th Anniversary of HFS, Monteagle, Tenn., Labor 
Day 9/2/57) (transcribed from a tape recording). Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. Horton, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: It 

. is a great privilege and a distinct honor for me to have the 
opportunity of being a part of the 25th Anniversary observance 
, of the Highlander Folk School. I have long admired the noble 

• purpose and creative work of this institution. For twenty- 

{ . ive years you have stood with dauntless courage and fearless 

• determination. You have given the South some of its most 

l responsible leaders in this great period of transition, and 
\ so I am happy to congratulate you today for all of your great 
\ work, and hope for you many more years of creative and meaning 
‘ f ul work...." 



C hattanooga News-Free Press , Chattanooga, Tenn., in 
issue 9/297B9 contained a news item reporting that HFS, whose 
main educational building had been padlocked as a "public 
nuisance" was trying to organize a "protest" by "friends" to 
the Tennessee Governor. It was reported that earlier in the 
month Highlander was found to have been selling beer to minors 
and adults without a license. It was reported the Rev, S. S. 
SEAY, Negro Executive Secretary of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association, Montgomery, Ala., had condemned the padlocking. 

It was noted in the article that KING was president of this 
association. The news item stated that in a publicity release 
from the MIA it was stated "the NAACP and its official family, 
MYLES HORTON and Highlander Folk School, MARTIN LUTHER KING,. 




157-253 




4 







5 

M 




Jr., and all who subscribe to principles of life advocated 
by these organizations and persons will not go unmolested 
by the opposition". 



Reference iySfcde to Memphis letter to Director 




An article appearing in the Chattanooga Daily Times , 
Chattanooga, Tenn., in issue 2/23/61 datelined Atlanta, re- 
ported that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and 
Highlander Folk School had joined forces to train Negro leaders 
for the Civil Rights struggle. It was reported that KING was 
head of the SCLC and a conference spokesman was reported to 
have said eleven Negroes had completed a week’s training at 
Highlander and another class was expected. 
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The article continued that some observers had said 
-'-.he affiliation of Dr, KING'S organization with Highlander 
raised serious questions of prestige for KING’S group. JAMES R 
hCOD, Administrative Assistant to Dr. KING, said the SCI£ is 
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KX 157-253 

aware of the problem but he asserted ”we find no reason 
not to cooperate with any organization that is interested 
in the development of full citizenship for Americans which 
cannot be proved to have conducted itself in a manner which 
is not American or patriotic”. It is noted that the article 
contained no information that KING was engaged in any capa- 
city at the school. 



Knoxville letter to Director 8/13/63 entitled 




Knoxville files also contain a photostatic copy 
of a letterhead of the Highlander Education and Research 
.'enter dated Kay, 1S64, reflects among approximately 90 
,-Iighlandor sponsors listed on the letterhead' the name Rev. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. A review of the file reflects that 
the names Highlander Education and Research Center and High- 
lander Research and Education Center are used interchangably 
A pamphlet of ER2C indicates that among approximately 90 
sponsors in the fall of 1963 KING is also listed. 




r \ 
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The file review fails to reflect the identity of 
any established reliable source who might be contacted in 
connection with the matter of KING'S presence at the school. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (100-596) 

subj: Highlander folk school 

IS - C r 

(Savannah file: 100-596) 

RACIAL SITUATION, ™ 

CHARLESTON, S. C. 

(Savannah file: 157-92) 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of the 
following articles appearing in the " Charleston News and 
Courier", a daily newspaper. Charleston, S. C. , as follows: 

Article entitled, "Rights Workshop Gets Under lay" 
4/27/65 

Article entitled^V'Highlander School", 4/27/65 \/ 

Article entitled^ jit Can Happen Here", 4/28/65 / 

Article entitl£djr"Role of Church Discussed at // 
Civil Rights Workshop", 4/28/65. [/ 



(31)- Bureau (Enc. 8)--oJ0V- 
^ 2 - Savannah 

; (1 - 100-596) 
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Rights Workshop 
Gets Under Way ;. 

About 80 persons yesterday i make laws that will dhaaxt tfoa 
attended the first two sessions environment and thereby 
of a civil rights educational change men’s hearts.” 
workshop being held this week “To advance the cause of so- 
fa Charleston and Summerville, dal justice, one must associ ate 
The workshop is sponsored by i himself with groups working for 
the Highlander Research Cen- change. It isn’t enough to nave 
ter of Knoxville. good intentions. Effective work 

Esau Jenkins, director and is what is required,” he said, 
coordinator for the workshop .Following Father Kelly’s ad- 
and president of the Citizens’ dress, folksfager Guy Carswan 



LAjiiiunti.ee oi v^nariesion uoim- tea me group m several ppirit- j 
ty, said the sessions are being uals, after which there was i I 
held fa hopes of creating an discussion period. f 

atmosphere for better race re- The discussion was led by Fa- I 
lations, Improved economic ther Kelly; the Rev. U. Z. Mo r 
status for Negroes and a means Kinnon of the Interdenomi- tj 
of seeking ways to terminate national Theological Seminary I 
marches and similar demon- in Atlanta; and the Rev. J. T. |g 



strations. Enwright, pastor of the Ply- 

Jenkins said the workshop is mouth Congregational Church, 
being held primarily for minis- Charleston chairman of the 
ters in Charleston and Dorches- workshops. ; ; 
ter County but added they are Addressing an audience of 
open to all interested persons, about 25 persons in Summerville 
A 2 p.m. session held at Zion yesterday, Father Kelly said the 
Olivet Presbyterian Church basis of discussion fa any so- 
here and a 5:30 pm session at defy is “the dignify of the in- 
Emanuel Baptist Church fa dividual human person.” I 

Summerville, featured an ad- He quoted excerpts from the" 
dress by the Rev. Eugene Kel- Declaration of Independence, ; 
ly, instructor at Bishop Eng- the Universal Declaration of Hu- ( 
land High School and assistant man Rights from the U. N. and 
pastor at St. John’s Roman an Encyclical Letter writt en by 
Catholic (hun*. the late Pope John XXm as a 

Speaking on social justice, basis for this consideration. - 
Father Kelly told the group He pointed out that one of the 
that since mankind is essen- characteristics of social justice 
tially a social being, that the Is “concern for the common 
environment fa which an indi- good of all society.” This char-: 
vidua] is raised determines to acteristic is not ooe of the con- I 
a large extent the type of per- aderations of many of the 
am be becomes. He added: states, he asserted. ^ 

“You c an’t legislate morals” “Kate governments complain 
is orjy half-true. “You can I sometimes that the fqfanLgor- 
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DISCUSSION LEADERS * ; V " " ' 

Leading the discussion in the workshops yesterday at Zion-Olivet Presbyter- 
ian Church were (left to right): the Rev. J. T. Enwright, Charleston chairman 
of the workshop and pastor of the Plymouth * Congregational Church; the 
Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in At- 
lanta; and the Rev. Eugene Kelly, pastor of St. John’s Roman Catholic Church. 
(Photo by Workman.) '* * __ ' ' ' "•. ». ^ *■ 

eminent fa doing too much,” 

Father Kelly said. ‘They aren’t 
doing too much, they’re just, do- 
ing what the states fail to do.” 

. “The point is, who can and 
who will do. If the state won’t 
help the individual to vote, and 
that’s what our government fa 
based on, then they leave the 
door open to others, to come in 
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Highlander School 

To The News and Courier: -" 

I note from an item April 1$ 
that Father Eugene Kelly of 8t. 
John’s Roman Catholic Church 
in Charleston has been named 
a moderator of a Way work - 1 
shop April 26-30 in Charleston | 
and Summerville under sponsor- j 
ship of the Highlander Research I 
Center of Knoxville, Term. 

It is to be hoped that . Father 
Kelly’s ordinary. Bishop Unter- 
koefler, will make himself ac- 

I quainted with the character and 
background of the Highlander 
Research Center. Would he care 
to scrutinize the personnel of an 
^ Organization called the High- 

larfder Folk School, which lost ^ 
its charter* in Tennessee, and 
give reassurance to his anxious ’ { 
Charleston flock — If such is 
possible — that Father Kelly is - 
not now identifying himself with • - 
the outfit of Abner Berry, 
James Dombrowski and Aubrey ^ 
Williams, whose recent death ! 
inspired a tearful eulogy in the 
Communist People's World? 

I invite Bishop Unterkoefler to .- 
make a detailed study of Re- 
port No. 4 of the Joint Legisla- 
tive Committee on Un-American 
State of Louisiana. He may 
make his comparisons, come fo - 
lds conclusions, and issue a 
statement which the people of 
Charleston, Protestant and 
Catholic, are awaiting, as tor 
whether these two groups 

named Highlander have a rela- 
tionship to each other. - • ..- 
C. R. NICHOLS - 
893 Beaverbrook Dr., N.W, •* 
Atlanta. - _ — 
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If Can Happen Here 



Res p o n s i b 1 e Charlestonians 
should take note of the “civil rights 
educational workshop’’ being held 
here under Highlander Center 
sponsorship, and look to the fu- 
ture. 

For years, the Highlander or- 
ganizations have been deeply in- 
volved in radical political^ action. 
One can be sure that the latest op. 
eration has not been set up without 
some long-range political goal in 
mind. Of significance is the pres- 
ence on the Highlander program of 
a member of the Charleston County 
Anti-Poverty Committee, 

What lies in store for this com- 
munity may be indicated by an 
editorial in The Richmond News 
Leader on a new political revolu- 
tion now brewing. / 

• “The outlook for local govern- 
ments in cities and towns through- 
out the country is not good," said 
The News Leader. “A new political 
coalition now being quietly organ- 
ized may well displace the work- 
ings of local governments without 
ever challenging local leadership 
in a legitimate election." 

The News Leader also pointed 
out that organizers of the new left- 
\ mg political coalition “would seek 
to use community action groups be* 
— "'TEjTset up under the poverty pro- 



gram to weld voting blocs among 
persons in low-income and alum 
areas.” */. . 

In this connection, local govern- 
ment agencies should exercise cau- 
tion in giving funds or facilities to 
the “war on poverty.” They may 
be paying for the political indoc- 
trination of slum dweller* 

The experience of New York City 
is instructive. In that metropolis, 
anti-poverty and youth aid pro- 
grams have become political action 
groups. They have sponsored rent 
strikes and other revolutionary 
moves. Charlestonians shouldn’t be 
quick to say; “It can’t happen 
here.” It can. 

While overcoming poverty and 
promoting education are worthy 
goals, programs designed to ad- 
vance these causes should not be a 
mask for full scale social, economic 
and political revolution. Insofar as 
the City and County of Charleston 
are concerned, public officials and 
other concerned citizens should 
keep a close watch on the spend- 
ing, plans and programs developed 
in connection with the anti-poverty 
effort. . . • 

To be specific, the community 
should make, certain that individ- 
uals hired to fight poverty do not 
serve as a new breed of political 
ward-heelers. ■■ — 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover* 







-> 



In a recent speech on the floor of Congress, Rep* 
Dickinson, of Alabama, referred to the Highlander Folk 
School, 1 in Tennessee, as having been a Communist training 
school; bufTime" magazine stated in response to a read- 
er’s letter that TJ. S. Government investigators cleared 
the school of Communist activities* 

Would you please clarify this situation fot me? Any 
comment you can make concerning the nature of the school 
will he appreciated. 
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Your letter of May 24th baa been received. g 

C 

In response to your request, information In » 
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to CD £ 
regulations of tbs Department of Justice and is available z 
for official use only. I am sure you vill understand the * ” 

reason for this policy and why 1 am not in a position to g 
comment as you desire. ■ > x 

I am enclosing some material I hope you will 
find of interest. 



* ? 



MAY 2 S 1935 

COMM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (5) 

Communism— The Incredible Swindle 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanely 

The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy 

Time for Decision 

Our Heritage of Greatness 
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NOTE: Correspondent is, not identifiable in Bufiles and the Highlander v 
Ofolft Scho o l h a s been the subject of numerous allegations that is a 
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennese 
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been 
substantiated. The Bureau IS cognizant of the numerous communist 
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attliations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk School. The 
3U^au has not investigated this organization. (61-7511-266 r 267). i 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
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FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (100-4105) (RUC 

O 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C ' . | 

O /-/ Ua/ c/ e y~ ry ic " 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two origi 
news clippings, plus two Xerox copies of each clipping. 
Also, one Xerox copy of each clipping is enclosed for t 



Knoxville Division since it contains information 
the Highlander Folk School. One Xerox copy of e 
is enclosed for Atlanta, origin in instant case, 
Jackson since Dr. MEDFORD EVANS is a paid consul 
the national office of the Citizens 1 Council, he 
Jackson, Miss. 

These clippings are as follows: 



egard 






tv 












1) Clipping of story by Staff Corresponde 

NAT CALDWELL, "Nashville Tennessean," 
Nashville, Tennessee, captioned; "A 3- 
Visitor Reports: It Was different," 

Not Red," issue of 7/25/65. 

2) Clipping of story by Dr. MEDFORD EVANS 
Consultant, Citizens* Council, appear! 
in. the "Nashville Tennessean," issue o 

Z/- Bureau (Encs.6) (RM) /SO - 

1 ~ Atlanta (Encs.2) (100-5586) (RM) 

1 - Jackson (Encs.2) (RM) 

1 - Knoxville (61-12) (Encs .2) (RM) 

3 - Memphis (1 - 100-4105) 

, [T (1 - 61-34, Highlander Research & Education < 

(1 - 157^207, NasJiv^Llle Citizens* Council) 
^Agmh i A / - r T. £ T 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Mow) 
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A 3-Time Visitor Reports: ! 

It Was 'Different/ but Not Red 
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By NAT CALDWELL " 

Correspondent >! 

I ^RACY CITY, Tenn. — Merchants up this way f 

say if an election could be held on whether 
Highlander Folk School was a Communist train- 
ing school, most Grundy County folks would vote ,. 
they think it was. 

For 30 years Highlander operated in this moun- 
tainous region and had some famous visitors and 
ruti porters, including Mr ». Eleanor Roosevelt^ 

Strange things— strange for Horton, who denied this at 
their time— went on at High- the time, seys today: “While 
i-rdcr in 4 he y-'-'r? before It. the Citiien* council know* we 1 
was closed in 1962 after a weren't Communist, the doc* j 
fftate court found beer -was trine ire libera f mutt have 
s-rved on the premises. known we would not have u»ed 

The aura of mystery that our facilities to train profee- 
surrounded the school and ; atonal government spies* 
wh*t went on there stimulated! Off and on during the years 
the belief by some local people various charges were aimed 
that what was taught at High- 1 a t Highlander and Horton, 
lander wbs communism. This who now runs a successor 
f?ar now has been fed by leaf- »<*hoo1 at Knoxville. A 1W . 
lets aad billboards which have state .legislative comm ittee ‘ 



Strange things— strange for' 
their time — went on at High- 
i-rder In y#mr? before It. 
was closed in 1962 after a 
state court found beer was 
served on the premises. 

The aura of mystery that 
surrounded the school and 
wh*t went on there stimulated! 
the belief bv some local people 
that what was taught at High-j 
lander wes communism. This 
f?ar now has been fed by leaf- 
lets aad billboards which have 
been distributed across the 

* South by the White Citizens 
Council . 

These publications carry a 
picture of Dr. Martin Luther 
; King seated beside Myles 
. Horton, Highlander director 
in a classroom at Highlander. 
The caption on the picture 
rea d s : 

"Martin Luther King at 
Communist training school." 

Ten years after the picture 
v as taken Horten can laugh 
about the Communist caption. 

'*! ? J 3 blander wasn’t Com- 
munist then. It never hat 
oi»<u Mvi iuri curing a 
recent visit to Nashville where 
he attended the Race Rela- 
tion* Institute at Fisk Univer- 
sity. 

"The Citizens Council know* 
that too/’ ho added. ; 

Horton was and is a man 

• who Involved himself In the 
labor movement and In the 
civil rights movement — some- 
times when he wasn't wanted. 

(VnSes Report* 

hif>rk in tr-ft •'R^iy IhSO’s there 



hearing took a lock at High- 
lander — and that probe left the * 
impression that Horton wa* an 
opportunist but not a com- 
munist. 

On three, occasions during 
its 50-year existence/in 1936, 
1947 and again In 1960— this 
reporter visited Highlander. 

What went on there cer- 
tainly might have been tin- _ 
usual to the mountain folks i 
who lived nearby. For one 
thing, there were Integrated 
meetings — whites and Negroes 
attending seminars together, 
singing together, square danc- 
Ing together, their children- 
swimming together in the lake. : 

There were lectures *md - 
round table discussions. The 
talk may have drifted ever the 
heads of the farmers end 
miners, seme of whom 
brought their children to the 
kindergarten Horton eporated. 
There was talk ef government 
end politics, labor versus capi- 
talism; socialism versus fee-] 
tlim. 

Very early It was a place j 
where some labor unions sent' 



_★ ★ ★ _ 

Not Un-American ' 

Certainly there was the dls? 
content of the working class 
expressed in „the 1930's by 
representatives of organized 
labor who represented men 
struggling out of the depres- 
sion just as in the 1900’s there 
was discontent expressed by 
Negroes who were beginning 1 
to struggle for equal rights. 

But there was never the 
feeling that this was subver- 
sive or un - American, oven 
when some ideas which 
seemed impractical, hair- 
! brained or half-baked were of- 
! fered. 

Much nf (he thinking and 
talking at seminars and at* 
informal discussions around 
the dinner table centered On * 
the needs for an urban, indus- 
trial society. Horton constant- 
ly tried to keep a light note 
on the conversation, but fre- 
quently* when he told stories 
that were supposed to be fun- 
ny he would forget the punch 
line. He was an incessant 
name d roper, talking of some 
association he was supposed 
to have had with Walter Reu- 
ther, Reinhold Niebuhr, Mrs. 
Roosevelt or James Carey. 

There was a good deal of 
singing — songs like "Solidarity 
Forever” and "Picket Line 
BHiee” and "Samuel Hall.” 

’ Later auch Songs 
Shall Overcome” end "J'ree- 



(Indlcate page, name of 
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w.re reports circulated anions I Mm( ot their officials to dla-J 

CAMO Hksro «Vint Unr. 1 ■ ... . . ..... . * _ J 



some liberal groups that Hor- 
ton wa* i admitting FBI men 
and McCarthy committee Jn- 
v**t<£Rtor* to Highlander to 
Uain .thf m to spy on Com- 
i munisis. ^ . .^; i . v 



cuss their problems. Still later 
the emphasis moved to civ!! 
rights, as opposed JtfUXE&Glfctei 
fields of labor, (VtV . t:i , ^ / 
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" 5 ^om” became favorites as the 
! mpn asi y switched to civil 
, rights. 

4 Ins library of 84)00 vofumss 

* there were a few books on 
communism — perhaps 20, In- 
cluding a well*worn copy of 
Das Kapitah 

[ Merchants of this town of 
; 1,547 sold groceries and other 
T; supplies at Highlander — but 
' they don’t want to talk for 
the record about the school. 
One of them that 1 had inter- 
viewed a few years back when 
4 f I was up this way, told me re- 
cently he doesn’t think that 

* the changes of time — in the 
J. area of labor and civil rights — 

have helped Highlander’s local 
reputation. 

People up here, he said, still 

5 have the general impression 




Nat Caldwell 



Tells how it was 

that Highlander was Commu* 
nisi. And, he said, it doesn't 
change anybody’s mind be- 
cause "President Johnson now 
says the same things that 
Miles Horton used to say.** 

Last Thursday was the 
- fourth anniversary of the auc- 
tion sale that disposed of the 
school's Grundy County prop- 
erty for $43,700. 

That sale came after a 
Grundy county jury found the 
school “guilty" of being a da- 
segregated institution In da- 
fiance of state laws, and ruled 
Horton was guiity of running 
the school for hit personal ! 
gain and guilty also of selling 
beer without a license. Com- 
' munism was not Involvad In ' 
the Jury's verdict 
A circuit judge, on the basis . 
of these findings by the Jury ' 
ordered the school's charter 
revoked. The Tennessee 6u- * 
preme Court upheld the Judge 1 
on the grounds of operating * 

1 for personal gain and selling , 
beer — but threw out the aeg- ; 
t rogation count. In October, 

*. 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court i 
\ refus cd-lp hear an appeal or 

i^view Tbe cans. , 



No Question 

There was never any ques- 
' tion about Highlander being 
j an Inter-rnrial school. And 
! there was never any problem 
either about getting a drink 
of beer. 

The school was located in a 
remote, if not private, part of 
the eounty. It was just twelve 
- miles from Tracy City — about 
three fourths of the way to 
Montsagle by Highway 56, a 
right turn up a country lane 
; and on about a mile to Sum- 
merfieid. 

Summerfield. before High- 
lander started In 1932 and aft- 
er it left in 1962, was just a 
little rural community like 
. Allardt and Rugby and Pleas- 
ant Hill — other Cumberland 
plateau towns. 

In Highlander’s 30 years 
School President Horton al- 
ways boasted — and weather 
records back up his claim — 
that no northern visitor ever 
failed to call for blankets on 
the hottest summer night . . . 

; "Our money always goes for 
. books, food, instruction or 
, scholarships." he would say. 

"Air conditioning is for Lake 
’ Junaluska.” 

The Traev City businessman 
I talked with said he, Is proud 
that "for years I kept the FBI 
and the American Legion cur- 
; rent on Highlander." 
j He did not smile at the re- 
collection of Horton’s famous 
| warm-up introduction to High- 
lander for visitors. Often, he 
said, it was a prelude to an 
appeal for donations. 

"Everybody wants to forget 
we had that mess up here” 
the businessman said. 

Horton has never denied 
that the school he ran was 
"different,” but he offers to 
reporters who ask about the j 
Communist charge the fact | 
that when he applied for a 
I passport to England In the 

middle of the 1959 Tennessee 
legislative committee probe of 
"communism” at Highland*r M 
he got his passport quickly ; 
and without a hitch. He was' 
going to England to act aa ■ 
chairman at an international 1 
educational conference. [ 

Horton also points out the! 
Treasury Department revoked i 
the school’s tax exempt status 
after the U.S. Supreme Courts 1 
196 2 refusal to hear an ap-I 
r peal from a Tennessee Su- : 
preme Court decree revoking, 
its charter. 

But Internal Revenue agents 
checked the chargee of sub- 
version as well as the chargee 
of operating the school for 
personal gain* After a few 
months the tax exemption for 
school supporters was re- • 
stored for the succession High- 
lander school. Horton now 
rune In Knoxville. Also the ex- 
emption was made retroactive 
so the school could collect on 
Its past due foundation grants. 

Horton, while denying tha 
Communist charge, boasts of 
Highlander’s achievements "ax 1 

JL train in rr nart>« /a* aI»J> 



rights workers and, earlier, 
for union labor orgd&iroHtr** 

Proud of Kindergarten . < A 

Horton was proud of Ihs 
kindergarten at Highlander. 

It was for those under S years 
old, not unlike today’s Opera- 
tion Headstart. 

He boasted to visitors about 
the kindergarten at ha did 
about the weather. It was 
staffed, he claimed, by the 
nation's top Instructors, vaca- 
tioning at Highlander and 
paying their own way. They 
were, he said, regular staff 
members of th# nation*# most 
famous kindergarten, the 
Chase School. 

There were other Horton 
boasts in addition to weather 
and kindergarten. He main* 
tained his school had done a 
better job than the labor move- 
ment In training labor leaders. : 
And probably because of this 
criticism of labor bo was 
squeezed down to two or three 
minutes on a state CIO con- 
vention program, a state labor 
federation meeting and a rail- 
road brotherhood’s program. 

^his was in the late Forties. 

A Loud Griper 

During that very period 
Horton griped louder and , 
more and more publicly as ho 
called attention to his school’s 
"right to be heard’’ in labor 
circles. The more the unions 
tried to ignore him, the n^ore 
he complained. 

Highlander was switching 
during this period from labor 
leadership training to integra- 
tion leadership training. Most 
of the Tennessee unions, at the 
time, took a dim view of com- 
bining the two. Most labor 
leaders thought union deseg- 
regation In the South would 
wreck their organization. 

When Congressional com- 
mittee investigators placed 
Horton on their grill In the 
following years as though ho 
was a well known Communist 
Horton entered into a name- 
firing contest with Investiga- 
tors. He nearly panicked the 
Eastland Committee’s Hew 
Orleans hearing in 1953. He 
was ejected from hearing 
rooms for upselling hearings, 
as a nuisance, and once as a 
disturber of the peace. 

This reporter questioned 
him at a Tennessee labor con- 
vention after the New Or- 
leans hearings. About tha< 
time, probably based on his 
weird performance*. Informa- 
tion spread that Highlander 
might be a training base for 
professional FBI and commit- 
tee informer-infiltrators. 

Following the New Orleans 
hearings this reporter que>- 
tionedt him at a Tennessee 
Labor Convention about 
whether he had accepted 
funds from J. Edgar Hoover 
or Senator Joseph McCarthy, 
Horton’s reply wai:^ " 
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. The Rea l Reds — r j 

Horton and the school had 
lome difficulty in successfully 
refuting such charges at the 
time. The reason: the only 

• two well known Communists 
£? I * faJ I ly frequently around 
Highlander in the early days. 
Psul Crouch and H. B. Ross, 
were by this time making the 

■ rounds of the congressional 
. committee hearings. Like 
scores of olher professional 
Communists they were singing 
their hearts out for pay. They * 
— and Horton — were suspect 

• among the Communists. 

. ,n those years hard-cer# 

. Communists were trying to -in- 
i' f*Hrat* the labor movement, 
just as they are trying to 
infiltrate the civil right* 
movement today, and this 
may account for the presence 
of such known Communists as 
Crouch and Ross at High- 
lender. 



, — ’ -*»fc«iaiiuri 

exists under a new name at 
Knoxville, It has under way 
training schools for civil 
rights workers and literacy 
courses at half a dozen sites 
across the South. And soon. . 
it will come up with a pro- 
gram for Appalachian poverty 
areas. 




Thu u the m*;„ bujldJn* of the old Highlander Folk School. 
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Highlander Communist?! 
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A Council Leader j 
Speaks His Piece • 



‘ ..By. DR t , MEDFORD EVANS ! 

Consultant* CUixins 0 Count'd * tx * 

<6T>HERE’S such divinity doth hedge a king—", 
A- said Shakespeare. Yet pretenders have 
fa!Iejv;;Let us not be intimidated by a name and an, 
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In September 1957 Martin 
Luther ’King was present at 
the Highlander Folk School 
In Monteagle, Tennessee, and 
was photographed by an agent 
of the Georgia Commission on 
Education Someone has Mk- 
vi -- it Highlander 

was a Communist training 
school— the photographer was 
a Communist also. The an- 
swer js that he probably 
passed* for one at the time. 
One of the pictures he took 
■hows Martin Luther King 
making a speech. 

In another, which was to be- 
come famous. King is seated 
In an audience whioh included! 
also Mvles Horton, director of 
Kighiani3eri TTie fate Aubrey, 
Wille m*, then preBidefiT^Tft 
Conference Edu- 
cational, Fund, Inc.; and .AW 
ncr Berrys of the Central Com- 
^ , itt^v^ of the Communist 
partyV,JJ3A. Berry Is a Negro, 



Horton and WiHiams' white. 
Highlander and 6CEF are iar- 
left Institutions with charact- 
eristically ambiguous relation- 
ships ,.*lth the Communist, 
party.. 1‘ , ^ 

This group photograph has 
been , widely circulated for 
many -years. Initially K wan 
distributed by the Georgia 
Commission in a circular 
showing racially integrated ac- 
tivities at Highlander. In 1M 
Mississippi governor lloas 
Barnett showed it before a 
televised hearing In Washing- j 
ton. Thousands of letter-atse 
copies have been distributed 1 
by the . NashviHe Cttlaatt M 9 
Council ... 

In Billboard Form v 

Recently H has been pre*; 
pared in ‘billboard form by the. 
Citiren ^Council ~f Tr Jli ~^ , r*‘ 
office th Shreveport and made' 
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puonuMng it. Or, more exact- 
ly. of displaying* it on a bill- 



^available for general public nantly white group ia not to i of piety, which K may aeenf 
iT he authenticity of malign * race — certainly not 1 impious to deface. 

1 the photograph hss not hern the Negro race. Incredibly, rector J. Edgar Hoover has a! 
i questioned. What hu been this spokesman for the Nash- good image too. And tlther, 
Questioned I* the propriety of ville area business communi- Martin Luther King or X Bd- 



board, 'for even such a critic the Citizens* Council billboards one or the other. We can't 
as THE TENNESSEAN has pub- ; remind him of the "era of ha- have both. Mr. Hoover called 
Hshed it more than once as a trod Which existed in Dallas Dr. King a liar. Therefore, If 
f flaws photo. There is a fine before "President Kennedy's Dr. King Is not a liar, Mr. 
Mine there somewhere. murder." The Chamber of Com- Hoover is one. Vice versa. If* 

f in general, the critics sr# snerce’s own Image U hardly Mr, Hoover is not a liar, then 
Mike Hamlet when he said, to be helped either in Dr. King Is one. Tea, It may bo 



ty, in affecting to deplore the g»r Hoover Is a liar. A hard 
creatfofi'of ”111 will,” says that choice, but we have to take 



t line there somewhere 

l I- At* 



: !n general, the critics art 

Mike Hamlet when he said. 



f •'All -of which I most power- Dallas or Tennessee by that said, but do we have to talk 

m * * . r .1 J I oKmiiv ft 9 —.A. 



fully and potently believe, but klnd of Immoderate outburst, about It? Since not only our 

l I hold |T not honesty te have (Editor's Note: The Cham- way of It fe but our live, may 
* H thusjsat down” ber official quoted here wa* be at stake, we should. ; 

l Civic' leaders .re reported M**- *** cut,y * V,C * pTta '' . Bnj f » «?«>» *o blast from 

f In the press M deploring ex- ® enUl J.BdgarHoover to raise que*- 

hlbiUon of the billboards, but w«ity< 

I none Challenge the authen- BdttCf Bo HCCO ; the billboards first ap- 

Itlclty of the photograph. Better balanced Is the com- P«*red In Lopiaiana and Ala- 
TherS seems to be little In- ment of the Metro Human Re- *** quoted by 



j. hlbiUon of the billboards, but 
I none * Challenge the authen- 
t ticlty of the photograph. 

There Seems to be little in- ment of the Metro Human Re- Y? zn f' - JT - was quoted by 

, terest in whatever truth Is lationa . Committee chairman, tneAssociated Press as saying 

f back of- the sign, but excited as quoted In THE TENNESSEAN 4 J* the Highlander Folk School, 

J concern for its possible ef- of Jun* 20, for he observes cor- ' e *“* l y one hour 

( feet on some commercial or recUy that no action could be r™* ** *■ w « 

} political image. - taken to prevent display of the l J aI “ ed ™ r ® Jt was mighty 

t * • billboards without infringing] *" or t training.” That the visit 

' Intemperate the "right of free speech under) to have been in 1987, 

1Ai , the first amendment” Tst J^ther than 1956 Ur not import 

; Often the crIUcisms are as ‘ ^ . . ;; , tant. and there Is no need to 

\ Intemperate In style as they I p *£* : q«fhble over the probability 

, are irrelevant to the substan- billboards, "which serve no that It lasted "exactly one 



\ Intemperate 



• tiv. issue. A Chamber of Com- ™ . hour - But several things about 

merce official falsely charact- *J d tension In the com- , this statement are Important; 

' 4U. r<i* *■ m unity. i 



erises the Citizens' Council as 
^."clandestine,” and speaks of 
j "hooded Ku Klux Klanners.” 



I THE TENNESSEAN of June 13 Warner Jr.) 
( continued a front-page story 
* about the Nashville billboards 
to Page 9-A, where the con- 



( Editor's Note: The official 
quoted here was Robert J. 



Parhaps he ha« not followed ; 

to Page 6-A, where the non- I fha career of Merlin Luther . what he Hoes deny 

[ tinuatioxi lies under a photo- ** n 9 has stated that his . w * C \1 cou *d have 

^ gTaph of a Kl&n group In method of opera ti on Is ! received a significant amount 



First, King does not deny 
that the Highlander Folk 
school was a Communist 
training center. 



^ gTaph of a Kl&n group In I method of operation Is: a signmcant amount 

? Natchez, Miss. There U no ; th * development of "creative training in the abort time 



■ lucre w nu ■ ; — . ■ , r . u* r. . — 

Mine between the picture of . tenelon.- And from the Mont- ! «« »■* *omethln* 

t- . . . ,r finmoru k.u .« fQCC WhlCh fh* K 



; line neiweeo too uiuui a ui . , 7 ’ ' .. . „ . 

• hooded -men 'Lending under . 90">V y , bu * bo 5' c ° tt ? f J^ 6 *° *,i ch w th * WMboerd sever 

• one or the nationally dietrlb- * h « *e ,m » m.reh of W5 ho K eaye oimply, “Martin 

_ a = a a - a . kas m ram a gif a ak sat LUlnftf KlM? fii r*- ■ . ■ ■■■ 



* uted billboards and the two- « rin,™®.. 01 ™ 

t column .head "Citizens' Coun- cheating tension. If you are School. He could 

* cil " Which does not Include *fl*‘nst tension, H la hard to j ) th«^e not to melvo 

? the usual catch line, "con tin- for M « r - t to give It Anoth- 

* ued from page one." t,n L^her King. J er photograph exists, as noted 



I er photograph exists, as noted 
\ above, showing him at a sort 



The effect b that here' le it .hould he added that the of Jectera He coul? ^f cou^ 
nhotoaraoh of the Citizsns’ vniKr..^. or ,eciern * «« COUld, Of couree. 



a photograph of the Citizens* billboards do serve another 

Council * In Nashville, Tenn^ and a very Useful purpose, have given a significant leo-* 
when it is actually a photo- which is the presen tatl on of an ture In an hour, 
graph of the Klan In Natchez, Important fact about an ixn- , ) 

Miss. This is either very slop- ■ portant man. The lawyer* have Third— and most important 
py make-up, or very good. Be a saying, "Res Ipsa loquitur,” —the spirit of King's ostensl- 
that as It may, the Council the thing speaks for Itself. The bly facetious remark is totally 
and the Klan have no con- basis of Anglo-Saxon justice, misleading. However brief tha^ 
nectloH’ with each ether. If the basis of the doctrine of time he spent at Monteagle, he 
THE TENNESSEAN and the freedom of the press, is that bas collaborated over a period 
Chamber of Commsrce official citizens may judge of and from of y** r s with the Highlander 
Imagine that their own obvl- , facts. j Institution. The following ap- 

eus imputation of guilt by at- „ _ . . _ peered in the New York* 



* out imputation of gulH by as- 
sociation is merely paying the 
Council in its own kind, they 



may haw, fa Had to raflact \ , - er * ,ake * *h* billboards 
«k,< .kil. »h. CDinnt' Caun- Should «omo down. Slnco It Is 



If tho photosraph'of Martin Times of Feb. 23, 1960 under 
Luther King at Highlander the by-line of Claude Sltton: 



“Atlanta, Feb. 22 — Tho 



\nm% wn, .« in. - ^ ©ouinern v^nrisuan Lesacffnip 

ell ha, no control over who f It .*«***• *JW Conference and the Hl*hland- 
stando under one of Its eigne .?,^ ° g ‘ Tf ^ ( ??*}??? or Folk School bavo joined 

to fas ohotoaraohod. Martin * shudder. If interprets- f oreg ,p, to train Nppro Ipiri.n 



to be photographed, ““ ua .°r r ; Jf forces to train Negro leaders; 

Luther King e.rt.tnly did for the civil rights struggle/ 



l_Uin*r rtiny __ V A+kUw I. Win Viv« iuuggic. 

< hovo control over whether ho J®- Tho program was discloood 

w,nt to a Communlit training J™ ' °5 hero by conference headquar- 
aehool or not. «r° a Uru Th# M made 

t The Chamber of Commerce “0 of varloua anti-segrecatlon 

. man ia aa ahaurd as he la pom- ““ tb * ^i“5 tanc * 0f lead ' groups and to headed by the 

■ t pous when he delivers the die- t0 fac# tiC “* Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

.turn, "No good can ever coma l V o . Jr. A conference spokesman, 

: from maligning a race through ! inKJ 0© O* riety - said eleven Negroes had just, 

‘on* of its leaders.** Of course, Not that it is pleasant to completed a week's training 
t Ahjq i ^ Martin liutber King J face all the facts about Dr. course at Highlander. Anotb- 
l associating with g_pfedomh;j King. The man has an image sr class of fifteen or snore 

* ■ — ■ will ka ValJ lea aVkAiai itafM 1 



1 will be held B In afr> ut J$ J Ut 
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Dr. Medford Evan* ii a paid consultant for 
the national office of the Citizens' Council. In 
this letter to THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN he 
defend* the council's billboard attacks on Mar- 
tin Luther King, and defends the policies of 



me council. 






p - v ^; 



is situated In the Cumberland 
Mountains Hear Monteagle, 
Tenn., between Chattanooga 
and Nashville. It Is headed by 
Myles Horton and has been in- 
volved In several controvrr- j 



! Back of all the con trove ny £A|*Hi!S5 ** ^^Xorton 1 

s^r Dr, King’s veracity, and - COT, ^ lct «* along with ‘ 

} beck of the concern over the Rosenberg, of wartime , 
billboards, Is the basic ques- "J”J>nage, whose case became , 
tlon of the nature of his rela- Communist cau ** ceiehre. * 
Uonshlp with communism. The ** tltlon signed bv ; 

liberal attitude seems to be £i n f ***** * tor Jun- } 

that this question must not Carolina 

be raised, much less answered. of ' 

The thoughtful and informed Pit ia t® rTO . U 2? i 

citizen, however, cannot avoid Inthe August 15, 

raising it. Anthony Lewis re- °* 2* e ~ Ajn * rtcA * ' 

ported in the New York * Boc,altet PubllcaUon. 



? orted in the New York v““»cauon. , , 

‘imes Nov. 20. 1064, "It was C rt •_ d_i* 
learned today that Mr, Hoover ro ™gn rolicy > 

also had said during the in- As to support of the Com- * 
terview" — In which he had munist line on foreign policy 
called King the most notorious the UPI reported on October * 



ties because of the political | . »*r In i the count ry--" that Dr/ 10. 1061 that King had urged' 
affiliations of persons cfm- 9 King had Communist connec- admission of Red China to the 







affiliations of persons csm- ' connec- mamission or iced China to the 

nected with It* tlon *" “ r Hoover did not United Nation*. end Allen nnd : 

■ .pecify the connections, but It Scott reported In early Deem- 
Then Times reporter Sitton unlikely that he was her 1»64 that Ktar hadirtrSl 

went on to So™ ®?," e £T . »t_all up. and «ome President Johnao/to dem^d 

as- sjfissr .ft, s^r’satrss 

SESSf- SX i5 r «» . . sst iSHEsm ? : 

conference. They contended His Auoclatat *£* r th# ; 



that because of the delicacy of 
the racial problem and High- 
lander’s controversial status, 



j sent inJB forceful message " 1 

H U AarvInU. ^ ld 010 columniite, “after the ? 

IS Associates President authorized the use i 

His personal and profes- ®f U.S. planes to drop Belgian ; 



f - % 



Dr. Medford Ev*n» 
Quotes Shakespeare 



1 lander's controversial status, •lonal associations have In- paratrooper* on Stanleyville » 
it would be difficult now for eluded Bayaed-HueUn. HualfiC. to rescue hundreds of whIU - 
Southern whites of liberal or PJtts O'DtH, atlas Jack „H. hostages In rebel hands.* There, 
moderate persuasion to deal ♦ O^Deli, and C arl^ Br jfflen — all have been few clearer choices ( 
with the conference.” The ac- important figures In the Com- between Communists and anti- 
curacy of this estimate of munist movement In this coun- Communists than that be- j 
Southern whites of liberal or try. More famous Communist tween the Stanleyville “rebels” \ 
moderate persuasion may be associates of King are Ahmed and Tshombe. King chose the 1 
questioned but there is no Ben Bella, the former dictator Communists. . 

question that Dr. King's asso- ^ k ™' I appreciate thU space In ; 

elation with Highlander ha* ‘ a ,' THE TENNESSEAN. (I am as-,' 

•- ?“ t r beeP * ° r Ke beta ta "“i! 

I a a * was there on the platform ‘ L > ?°l K u,ed “ uch T 

i- The school at Monteagle with ‘ Ms friend. When Ben 11 ,f°- ?' ^ * 

{ was Closed down shortly after Be | la io the United Council - Actually, I thought . 

! the above dispatch appeared, fitatcg 1n October 1062, he saw your attack on us lacked his- 1 
^ but acUvity continued from John Kennedy in the Whit* ter > You raised a little doubt • 

*, an address in Knoxville called House and Martin Luther “ ** whether I really have a \ 
s "Highlander Center." An ap- King In the Barclay hotel In PhJ >* t* om Yale^ I do, but PI 

V peal for financial support York. To show the peck- don’t see that it matters very t 

V signed by Myles Horton under j n g order* perhaps, King much. ^ 

; £^?»ihfSS ^Sent h 4ithTen°Lni a^ 1 

> lT5U h o e f the Hig Man d«r ^>ro- My ; t«nt ramTrfc. on^h.\^Uty 

9 orji^n^the Citizen Ship Schools tlon of the Pittsburgh Courier, ef Race.* You know, the race 

r gram the Citizen sn p s oolnta King seems fur- controversy in this country at ; 

I- hSSS 2£ Bell, today pre M „t culd pretty welf be * 

thJr King'. Southern Chris- than ever. •‘"""'•d »P by the Quertlen.. , 

r tian Leadership Conference King makes no secret of his °o Nsgroe# *»'«? and* Should » 
' and student civil rlghU or- admirstion for leaders round Ashley Montague says, 

14 ganlzations." The letterhead the world in the so-csi'ed , No » d ® n * «*»st. not 

; carries the name of "Rev. -war. of national liberation/ really; it’* all in your mind. . 

"Martin Luther King Jr.” •» with which the "Negro revolu-! Lyndon Johnson aays, Thay do i 
r one of the "Highlander Spon- tlon" in the United Statas may but they ought not to.^ 

[ aors" v be classed. It is so classed by The Citizens Council aaye they* 

? , dsrooatorv ins the Communists. That it why do exist* and they ought to , 

V wj«hl*ndar association may they support It. It Is so classed continue to exist. Or. Garret, 

* b^ 8 te Dr KlnJ ^n* • mat- fcf the Citizens’ Council. That .supported the fjrat ef the^ I 
t Ur of opinion; but what III ec- U why we oppose It, jproposrtiofi* wHh weight ef 

t cords with the aalntly Image Besides his associations- scientific evidence; whole 

L of him Is that ho himself end those with Rustin an 1 American tradition supports 
? should undertake to contract O'Dell could well be the sub* <ho second with nsspoct for 
f to one hour an association jnct of a separate article— human diversity. 

.' which on th* record Is spread Xing has put into "the file” a Your chief complaint against 
iT ever five or aix years* and to record of signing Oommun'jt us seems to be pur "air of 
minimize the Import once of petitions and supporting the secrecy." We Just have that 
i that association whan on th* Communist line on important air, don’t we? But really you 
l record It Involved collsbora- Issues of foreign policy. The suggest no secrets darker than 
f jlli aim the top echelon on Communist "Worker” of Nov. the number of our zacmbgg t 

: nellcv and program. J IT* 1060 listed King as, signer ud the Identity of Individuals 



©ft 



. [* X J \ f • .,V© *' * 

■ N f fO© f '©vf f >£ 




Vhom ire uk to *Jen *otn^- 
W fa « ^en er al area or ad- 
ministrative reticence which 
,we share with the NAACP and 
with Dr. King's own SCLC. Be- 
fore me as I write is a copy 
of a plea on Martin Luther 
King's personal letterhead for 
his dear friends to send checks 
payable to the SCLC. For their 
convenience a business- reply 
envelope was enclosed, and on 
,the reverse side under the flap 
there was space for four, 
names and addresses, with this 
heading: *1 suggest that you 
send your appeal to the fol- 
lowing persons without men- 
tioning my name." Some of 
these techniques are Just about 
universal, aren't they? 
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Domestic Intelligence Division % 

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Doi« 10-18-65 

Attached reports Information receiv- 
ed from State Commission on Human 
Rights, Nashville, Tennessee, to effect 
that swastika stickers had been placed 
on windows of Highlander Research and 
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, 
and that other acts of vandalism occurre< 

The Highlander Research and Educa- 
tion Center is a very controversial * 
school because of its inter-racial 
character. It is not under investigatioi 
and Knoxville was previously instructed 
not to make any Investigation of school 
or individuals connected with it. 



Since local authorities are con- 
ducting investigation and are aware of 
complaints from Human Rights Commission 
and in absence of indication of Federal 
violation, no investigation being ordered 
by the Bureau. 

Information in attached will be 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 



Jr 



with no segregable 



n Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only, 

j i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) » 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



□ ‘For vour information: 
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Tranfiinlt the following in 



AIRTEL 



jk&C 

rypAtn plaistexlor code) 

' AIR MAIL 



(Priority) 



DIRECTOR/ FBI 
SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) /\ _ 

^pppfVPPT. *iTE 



10/19/65 



J5®» tl , 



f/i 




l^)UCATIO N CEN TER .^T-r~ 

MISCELLANEOU§*TSjFORMATION ~ tp jc'. o? 

CONCERNING DAT£_ 

Re Knoxville teletype 10/18/65. 

Enclosed herewith are the driginal and seven copies 






Service 
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n § to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee 
».*r advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews with 
\ ^ various witnesses/ including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau 
» w P furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Office by 
^ $ w letter dated 2/24/53 entitled “Use of Benevolent Trust Funds 
" \ P Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement th 
- Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C / I f ) , — - > / 4 
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OCT 21 1365 
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The Bureau is aware of the fact that Highlander is a ' 
very controversial subject in Knoxville area and local feeling ^ 
against this school is so strong that any individual or any 
group of individuals could be responsible for above acts .** '* * 

Bureau has previously instructed the Knoxville Office to stake . 
no investigation concerning Highlander or individuals connected 
with the school. This school is continually receiving ‘v’ 
unfavorable press publicity by one of the local papers, , who 
have alleged Communist' connections. *#%*• h tz . 



Office. 



No investigation is being conducted by the Khoxville 
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UNI^P STATES DEPARTMENT OF lll^UCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON* D.C. 20535 

October 19, 1965 
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In Reply. Ploase Refer to 
FUe No. 

Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: •«-%* *■ *. i t 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

| | Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

| 1 Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

f~l U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return* 

5j^ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

<c> 2T] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government^ 

6. Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 

n may be available through 



vA 



Very truly yours. 

John Edgw Hoover 
Director 



1 - spec ial Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)-’2) (RM) 

U. S. Secret Service # Nashville, Tennessee 



Enclosure(s) 



( Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any , this transmittal form 
become, 8 VN CLASSIFIED.) 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the' file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 






Deleted under exemption( 
material available for release to you. 



JlC; 



with no segregable 



ZZ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

: j I n form a ti on perta in ed only to a third party . Y o u r n a me is I i s te d i n th o lit! e on 1 y . 

I 1 Document(s) originating with the following government agcncv(ies) * 

__ , was/wcrc forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

t>c advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Pago<s) withheld for the following reason* s): 



1 For your information: 






PZT Thp following numbe i 



A lowing number is to be used i 

!-‘7SjhSI 3 



to be used for reference regarding these 
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pagos: 
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x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 




KX T-2 advised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor 
of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and 
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 

1952, that the Highlander Polk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel , 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, contained 
an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had announced plans 
for a similar school at Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside 



- 2 - 





HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 



Drive. The article identified MYLES HORTON as Director of 
Highlander. 

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 
Courts . 



The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News- Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk 
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under 
court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director 
of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for 
an organization called Highlander Research and Educational 
Center. 



On November 16, 1961, 



_ Office 

of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee, 
made available records which reflect that a charter of 
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center, 
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961. 



It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




I» Reply, Photo Rrfor to 
Fib No. 



UNI 






STATES DEPARTMENT OP jf^ICE 



FEDEBAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
October 19, 1965 



Title HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 

Character MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 

Reference Letterhead memorandum, captioned 

as above, dated October 19, 1965. 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
y information in the past. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents sure not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 



airtel 



CONFIDENTIAL 

(Type inilabitext or code) 

' AIR MAIL 

( Priority ) 






^U'j-rrrrh 



■f w^-rr/FlSD 

*™i£lSEOftB 






DIRECTOR, FBI ' — - - 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)^ *VTP^ r 



* 3 Lj 



3 /^ 0H: \ SAC , KNUaV llilib 

f ■ 1 C NYl / ^HIGHLANDER— BESEM4CH -AND ° 7 / 

L 1 1- V 7 EDUCATION RENTER ‘ £ ^ "" > - 

f 4 MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION *. . .. *A 

-f i ^ zrzs&i teiwvzQ*!**,**/ Mm 

\ ?T ^ Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau 10/19/65* 

I. 9 g S' Enclosed herewith are the original and se^i\:opies 

r F ^ v of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies 
L - > ^have been disseminated locally to Secret Service and Army^^i| 
ft V\> I ^intelligence authorities. 'Ml 

^ fT^ 

-;-•> . jv > ■! \ si Sources used to describe Highlander Research ^ 

1 . I . K. i It > v J 



5 ^v if 



.Education Center are: 
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T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee 
to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee 
advised the Bureau by memorandum rdlecting interviews with 
various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau _ 

furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Office by 
letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds, 
Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement the 
Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C". /»/ 
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UNI^ y 3 STATES DEPARTMENT 0* J\jICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N \ E S T I G AT I ON 



WASHINGTON, D.C* 

November 5, 



Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 



20S35 

1965 



Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or hras been identified as member or 

participant in communist movpment; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. x] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

b\ □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 



Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
r~~i may be available through 




1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) -2) 

U. S. Secret Service, Nashville, Tennessee 



i.l;j^:loSure(S) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED J 
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KX T-fadvised that LOUIS BUDEN^ admitted former editor 
of the "Daily Worker", and East Coast Communist newspaper, and 
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 

1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel , 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville. Tenn essee, contained 
an article reflecting the H ighlander foik sc nool had announced 
plans for a similar school £t J ‘RhOxv i IT e to be Ip^ated at 1625 
Riverside Drive. The article Identified MYLESnHORTON as Director 
of Highlander. « - ■V 1 - ” ~ 

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News - 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 

1961, assets for Highlander Folk School, Honteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws 
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 
Courts . 



The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk 
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under 








court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director of 
Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for an organization 
called Highlander Research and Educational Center. 

On November 1961, ice 

of Secretary of State, State of TeSesse^^KasnviiTeTTennessee , 
made available records which reflect that a charter of incorpora- 
tion for the Highlander Research and Education Center, Inc. , was 
certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961. 

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI ‘ 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 
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highlander research and education CENTER 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING ®**r wn *« 

' ' Enclosed herewith are the original and seven 
copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing the above . 
caption. Copies have been disseminated locally to • 
Army Intelligence authorities. ‘ f* - < 
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Sources used to describe Highlander Researoh 
and Education Center are: ^ ^ ^ 

-4x j ' JL 

T-2 is the House of Representatives SeleclSS 
Committee to' Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, ■ 
which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reulect^ng 
interviews with various witnesses, including LOUIS &JDENB. 
t The Bureau furnished copies of this memorandum to Wt« New 
York Office by letter dated 2/24/53 entitled “Use of /A 

Benevolent Trust Funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary I 
Instructions to Implement the Progress of Subversive Groups 

-IS - C". • - * . v. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
December 7, 1965 






HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 




The Knoxville Journal , a daily newspaper, Knoxville 
Tennessee, on November 20, 1965, contained an article stating 
that a fire, apparently deliberately set, heavily damaged the 
front portion of the .Appalachian Political Action Center, 

511 Clinch Avenue, Knoxville. 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 




KX T-2, who ha3 furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor of the 
"Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and former 
official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952, 
that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Cc.nmuni.st. BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentine 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, con- 
tained an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had 
announced plans for a similar school at Knoxville to be located 
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLES HORTON 
as Director of Highlander. 

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News- 
Sentin el contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 

1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
iaws and failed in appeals to the State and United States 
supreme Courts. 

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentine] 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander 
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction 
under court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, 

Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for 
o' organization called Highlander Research and Educational 
cencer . 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
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On November 1961, Office 

of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee, 
made available records which reflect that a charter of 
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center, 
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961, 

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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Optional Form No. 10 
UNITTDSTATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 



TO: 

FROM 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAVANNAH 



DATE: 



^HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



tiUFILE NO: 61-7511 

SAVANNAH FILE NO: 100-5125 

COLUMBIA FILE NO: 



3/18/66 




Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the 
following action is being taken in the captioned matter: 

A. LOCATION OF FILE 



k,: i 

A. - 

+ ■■ ' • •* 
it-, ' 




1. ( x) Entire file transferred to Columbia herewith. 

2. ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy 

of following serials retained at Savannah: 




3. ( ) File retained at Savannah but one copy of the 

following serials transferred to Columbia. 



B. 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 



C. STATUS 








( 


) 


Savannah 


( 


) Pending 


. - 

jf 


( x) 


Columbia 


<x 


) RUC to Columbia 




( 


) 




< 


) -Closed to Columbia 



1 



k.,., 



(T>- Bureau 

1 - Columbia 

1 - Savannah 

( 3 ) ^ 



(Enc. 1) 



Ch t svA 

E MAR 21 1966 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



6 o ' mar 



24 



1966 
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The Knoxville News-Sentinel Sunday, November 20, 196? | 



E-T flCLU Branch 
Defends Rights 
of Highlander 

Mayor Rogers Says 
Center Is Entitled 
To Full Protection 

The East Tennessee Branch 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union has condemned recent at- 
tacks, both verbal and physical, 
on the Highlander Research and 
Education Center on Riverside 
Drive as "attacks upon the right 
of free speech and free asso- 
ciation.” 

Mayor Leonard Rogers has 
been informed by letter of a 
recent resolution adopted by 
East Tennessee Branch, which 
is headed by Harry Wiersema, 
a retired TV A engineer The 
TTiaycfr agreed that Highlander 
Is entitled to protection. 

Attacks 'Unwarranted 9 
“We are aware of recent 
events,” the letter said, “con- 
cerning the Highlander Re- 
search and Education Center. 
Including bombings, irresponsi- 
ble attacks by a local newspa- 
per and handbills, Insurance 
cancellation and attempts to re-| 
voke the state charter, with 
veiled reference to undisclosed 
information In City Council 
meetings. These are considered 
unwarranted attacks upon this 
Institution.” 

The resolution states: 

“The Board of Directors of 
the East Tennessee Civil Liber- 
ties Union takes note of recent 
attacks upon the rights of free 
speech and free association of 
all citizens of our community 
and state. We affirm that any 
locally constituted school or oth- 
er organization must be protect- 
ed from violence against its 
property, no matter hew contro- 
versial its activities, and we 
command the efforts that have 
been made to protect the prop- 
erty of the Highlander Research 
and Education Center. We fur- 
ther affirm the right of such an 
organization to pursue its edu- 
cation program under its state 
charter and we call upon other 
citizens to stand with us la 
supporting this h?* 1 ^ American 
freedom.” 



Sho u l d ffa r r Evidence 

Mayor Rogers said that while 
he does not condone all the ac- 
tivities of Highlander, the cen-| 
ter is entitled to full protection 
under the law. 

“I swore to uphold the law 
and protect the rights of any 
citizen whether I agree or dia-| 
agree with him. 

“Some have made charges 
against Highlander and as often 
is true, they are not restricted 
to facts. The FBI and the In- 
ternal Revenue Service both 
have deared'Highlander Center. 
Those citizens who level charges 
should come forth with evi- 
dence. Until such evidence is 
presented, I shall see that High- 
lander's property and rights are 
protected from those who would 
take the law into their own 
han$,” Mayor Rogers said. 

‘ would do for any citi- 
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November 29, 1906 
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Tour letter of November 22nd, with enclosure, 
has been received. ^ » 

a* S 

It la a pleasure to learn you have found our pfib* 
li cat ion, the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, of Interest. With 
respect to your request to have it sent to you, it is published 
primarily for law enforcement officers, and it has been necessary 
to restrict its distribution. I regret I cannot be of help butflrust 
you will understand. 

Regarding the article to which you refer stating 
the FBI has cleared the Highlander Research and Education 
Center, this Bureau does not furnish clearances or nonclearances3» 
of any type. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws * 5 



Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws * 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organisation* 

publicatton or UM ALL 1NF0RMAT | 0 N^ONTAlNEO 

ck 






Sincerely yours, 



HEREIN 

£ATE4 



JNCliSSlFIED 

'fN j>Y APg6TQj( 




££*'*** DeLcoch . 
Mohr. 
»“* • 
Casper .. 
Call jnar. 
Ccnrad 
Pelt 
Go1 * 

- * 

< ApV / yt 








has never investigated the Highlander Research and Education 
$iteKr It is very controversia l bec ause of its interracial character, 

teletype unit f I (4) ContinuedneKt page 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear 






Hoovers 



_ //* in the Knoxville area have a problem concerning mL 
^he highlander Center. This is a tax-exempt organization^ 
We are having to support it with our tax dollars. It 
has gained support with teachers who teach our children 
area churchmen, the Knoxville Mayor, on the University ’ 
of Tennessee campus. Yet it seems that hhere is no 
possible way to find out if it is alright, or not 
alright? Most people do not believe things unl ess the 

PB J is sim P 1 y an "investigative : 
body , the local police do not have the authority to 
say. There seems to be no way to find out. 

"there no organization that you can repo^t^^~i:ff'" 1, ’ 
this area to give the people a reliable answer? ' ^ 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 



A 
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Highlander 
Defended 
At Meeting 

BV RALPH GRIFFITH 

Those who attack Highlander 
Research Center are destroying 
themselves, for Highlander is 

B nothing more than speak- 
jt for Negroes, Rev. Frank 
on said last night. 

Mr. Gordon, pastor of Shiloh 
Presbyterian Church a'riJ for* 
mer state president of NAACP, 
warned that Knoxville could be- 
come another Atlanta, Harlem 
or Watts’* unless Negroes ge*[ 
economic equality. 1 

He was on a panel of four a; 
a meeting booked as one otf 
j “Freedom of Speech in Knox- 
ville and the Highlander Cen- 
ter/' About 300 attended the 
meeting, which had to be 
switched from the American 
Red Cross Chapter House to 
Hotel Andrew Johnson when Red 
Cross officials decided the meet- 
ing was controversial. 

Serving on the panel witl^lr. 
Gordon were Dr. Scott/!#ates,_ 
French professor at University 
of the South, Dr. ForresJ^Sfcey 
of the University of Tennessee 
Law School, Lewii^inclair, TV A 
economist, and Dr. FrejJ^fen- 
djtti, associate professor in the 

Continued on Page 2, Col. I 
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Highlander 
Defended 

continued from fade ©«i 
College of Education at UT, was 

moderator.]^ a/ f ItV &£ 

While the meeting h/d been 
billed to explain Highlander to 
the community, much of the 
time was spent castigating The 
.Knoxville Journal for the ar- 
| tides it has published about the 
center. 



MylOo r t o n, ^blander 
founder who was in xhe audi- 
jence, charged that in The Jour 
■ nal articles there is “never a 
II conclusion and never a word of 
i| truth." 

I During a question and answer 
m session following the reading of 

prepared statements by all but 
I Mr Gordon, the panelists were 
[asked from the audience If they 
were Communists. 

Mr. Gordon, Dr. Lacey and 
Sinclair said they were not Com- 
munists. Dr. Bates said he first 
I went to Highlander when it was 
at Monteagle hoping to meet a 
Communist so they could ex- 
change ideas. .“I was disap- 
pointed when I went to High 

I I lander and didn’t find a Com 
Imunist. I am not a Commu- 

,Jnist.” *r — ’ : - 
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NOT IMMUNE — 

Johr^Lockridge, a Knoxville 
lawyer, said he had heard the 
words libelous and slanderous 
used in connection with The 
Journal's treatment of High- 
lander. He said he knew The 
Journal was not immune to the 
laws of Tennessee and asked if 
these charges were true why 
hadn’t the newspaper been sued. 

The papers never say it in 
such a way you can sue/* Mr. 
Gordon answered. 

Dr. Bates gave a history of 
Highlander, Dr. Lacey gave his 
version of what is meant by 
freedom of speech and Sinclair 
told of the troubles Highlander 
has had through the years. 

Dr. Bates said that Highland- 
er had been cleared by the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, 
but during the question and 
answer session he conceded that 
the FBI does not clear or coA 
dfern n questionable organiz^ 
Anns. 

DEFENSE 

I But it was Mr. Gordon who 
came the closest to talking 
about what he believes the cen- 
ter accomplishes. 

“It teaches us how to organ- 
ize and get ready,” he said. 
“We are going to stick with 
those who try to free us. Ask 
those who castigate Highlander 
if they are willing for a Negro 
to buy a home next to theirs. 

“We are not against any or-^ 
ganization which seeks to raise' 
the Negro from slavery to free- 
dom,” be 6aid. “It teaches Ne- 
groes how to read and write so 
they can vote. 

“Negroes don’t believe any- 
thing is Communist unless the 
FBI says so,” he s< ‘ * 
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I have received your letter of January 80th, with 
enclosure, and understand and appreciate the concern which 
prompted you to write. 

While I wish it were possible for me to be of 
assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the 
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau are 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason 
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance. 
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MAILED 19 

FEB 3 1967 

COMM.FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 
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H ighlande r^T oIk School, which is well-known to the Bureau. 
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March 16 1967 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



( l-’t- <~y r - \ 

v 6j?{C,n 

» rvs n f 4r»rs +#% * 



Could you assist me In finding information to 
write a speech on The Highlander School in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

I have found some information on its past history but 
I can’t find anything on its present operations. 



Is Myles Horton a communist?. If so when and who 
identified him ? 

Any documents that you can refer me to will be 
deeply appreciated. 









Sincere! 
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Dear 



Tour letter of March 16th has been received. 

While I certainly wish It were possible for me 
to be of assistance to you, the data contained In the flies of the 
FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy and why I cannot be of 
service In this Instance* 

Sincerely yours. 
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Reference Memphis tel to Director and Louisville, 
dated 4/12/67, captioned "Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc," (SCEF) , copy of which is enclosed with Knoxville 
copies of this airtel. 

✓ 

Referenced tel concerns a vote by the Tennessee 
Rouse of Representatives to start a second legislative » 
investigation of the Highlander Research Center, Knoxville, 
Tennessee . 

Although there has been some contact between SCEF 
staff members and Highlander Research and Education Center, 

nn 

4 - Bureau (3-61-7511) RM REC 46 <j /t7 sr7/ — 3 

(1-100-10355) - -- 

2 - KnOxville (61-12) (Enc. 1) RM 

2 - Memphis (1-100-92) RM B AJ-R 141967 

(1-100- ) (Highlander Research 

Educational Center) , - ■ 

2 - Louisville (1-100-197) 

(1-61-42) 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Louisville has no information indicating that Highlander 
not still an independent organization, , 






UAC, Memphis advise Knoxville of developments 
regarding Highlander. ■ v . . * ; • ' ; •• 
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T° DIRECTOR, FBI 
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date: 



4/13/d 



FROM i vjV^SAC, MEMPHIS <62-0) ^ _ 

\)\1 o H 



L^ih 




Mr. Tolson . ■ ■■ ■ 
Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Wick 
Mr. Caspar, 

Mr. Call 

Mr. <^ra(T 

Mr^Pelt. 
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Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter^ 
Tele. Room— 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 14, 

TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY^ ’ 
EIGHTY-FIFTH SESSION PROVIDING FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE 
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HIGHLANDER RESEARCH 
CENTER OF KNOX COUNTY AND ORGANIZATIONS ~~ 
AFFILIATED THEREWITH 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed is one copy of captioned Resolution 
as introduced in the Tennessee General Assembly by State 
Representative O'DELL CAS LANE of Knoxville, Tennessee. 



Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy™ 



One copy is a 
Office for information. 



}4 



enclosed for the Knoxville 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 




A RESOLUTION to provide for a committee to 
investigate the activities of 
the Highlander Research Center 
of Knox County and organizations 
affiliated therewith* 



i 



WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Highlander 
Research Center of Knox County# and persons and organizations 
affiliated therewith, may be involved in activities subversive 
to the government of our State and that it is in the interest 
of the State and its people that a committee of this General 
Assembly be constituted for the purpose of investigating such 
reports and be granted full power to subpoena witnesses# to take 
testimony, to impound records, and to do all things necessary to 
ascertain the nature of the activities of the said Highlander 
Research Center and of such persons and organizations as are 
affiliated with it; ‘ 

X30W, THEREFORE, 



SECTION 1* HE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 



OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That a joint 
committee of five members composed of two senators and three 



hereby created, the members of 



committee to be appointed by the Speakers of the respective 



Houses? and that the committee hereby created shall have complete 





SECTION 5, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the full expense 
of the investigation conducted by this Committee be included in the 
Miscellaneous Appropriations Bill. 




SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
be directed to report the result of its investigation to the Senate 
and House of Representatives with such recommendation as may be 
deemed advisable and proper at the earliest practicable moment, 

SECTION 7, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
shall make at least an interim report to both Houses of the General 
Assembly at least ten days before its sine die adjournment which 
report shall embody a detailed statement of the progress made by 
said Committee, the course being pursued and the result of said 
investigation to that date, and the expenses incurred by the 
Committee to the date of said report? that the total expense of 
the investigation provided for by this resolution be limited to 
$5,000.00, such limitation of expenditures to be effective until 
the making of said interim report, at which time the General 
Assembly shall determine v/hether what funds, if any, shall be made 
available for the further work of the Committee, 
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authority to investigate the Highlander Research Center of Knox 
County, and to investigate its activities and the activities of 
all persona and organizations associated therewith. 

k 

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVE D, That said Committee 
shall have full and complete power to subpoena and compel the 
attendance of witnesses, to adopt rules of procedure, to order 
and compel the production of all records and documents pertaining 
to the Highlander Research Center and its activities and the 
activities of all persons and organizations connected therewith, 
and to do all things necessary to the end that said investigation 
shall be full and complete; said Committee shall be clothed with 
all the powers and authority conferred upon legislative committees 
by Sections 3*301 to 3*325, Tennessee Code Annotated. 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
shall have. the authority and is hereby directed to employ and 
contract for the services of not more than two attorneys of ability 
and known integrity to aid and assist the Committee in the making 
of said investigation. 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
shell have the authority to employ such clerks and clerical and 
other help as it may deem advisable and to provide office space 
and equipment for Committee personnel, to appoint a sergeant-at-arms 
and any assistants necessary with full authority to execute any and 

j ■ 

all legislative process in any county of the State, including but 

* 

not restricted to subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as may be 
authorized by the Committee. The Committee shall likewise be 
empowered to incur for itself or members of its staff necessary 
expense in connection with travel, stenographic services, v -court 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 



SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) (C) 



date: 



4/19/67 



Jkt' 




O0£ 

subject: ‘"HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 






EDUCATION CENTER 
MISCELLANEOUS'* - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing above 
caption. This information is submitted to the Bureau 
for inclusion in its files. 
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UNiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HJSTICE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 19, 1967 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION ,CENTER .* 
MISCEMJ^OIJSV* * 
INFORWyCIOR. CONCERNING 



Knoxville Hews -Sentinel, a daily publication, 
in the Home Edition issue of April 12, 1967, reported that 
the House of the Tennessee Legislature had passed a 
resolution calling for a legislative investigation of the 
Highlander Research and Education Center. It was reported 
that the Senate of the Tennessee Legislature had delayed 
action on the resolution. It was reported there was 
growing opposition to the measure among State Senators. . 

One representative, who was opposed to the resolution, 
stated that in the early days Highlander was really a 
labor school, teaching workers in the South how to 
organize and there was still some anti-labor people in 
the county he represented. He also claimed that persons 
sympathic to Highlander planned to boycott against a local 
Knoxville supermarket chain which did not hire Negroes. 

A representative in favor of the resolution stated that the 
Mayor of Knoxville is upholding the school and an opponent 
replied the Legislature is being put in a most unusual 
position in considering the resolution if the Mayor of 
Knoxville is upholding the school. The East Tennessee 
Civil Liberties Union has urged the State Senate to reject 
the resolution. 

It has previously been reported that the 1959 State 
Legislature sought to revoke the school's charter following 
an investigation in March, 1959, by a Legislative committee. 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 



In August, 1959, a hearing was held in Grundy County to 
decide whether the school, then known as the Highlander 
Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, should have its tax 
exemption charter revoked and the school padlocked as a 
public nuisance. 

The Chattanooga News -Free Press , a daily publication 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, reported in issue November 3, 1959, 
that efforts to obtain a permanent padlock injunction against 
the school had been dropped and efforts would be made to 
seek revocation of the school's charter. 

This same paper in issue February 16, 1960, reported 
that the Circuit Court in Grundy County revoked the General 
Welfare Charter of the school and would appoint a receiver 
for the school. The ruling was subsequently appealed to the 
Tennessee Supreme Court, which upheld the revocation of 
the charter. Subsequently, the school appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court, which denied a hearing. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Teletype 



FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P) 



P 



SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND \J 

EDUCATION CENTER jX\ 

IS - C L 

(00: Knoxville) 

Re Memphis teletype to Bureau 4/12/67 captioned 
COHINFIL, SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATINAL FUND, INC.”, 

BUFILE 100-10355, Memphis file 100-92. 

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville, 

The "Nashville Tennessean", a Nashville, Tenn., dally 
newspaper, in the 5/24/67 edition, page 12, carried an article 
indicating the House resolution regarding a second 
investigation of Highlander Research and Education Center 
was approved by the Tennessee State Senate 5/23/67 • The 
article contained no details relative to the actual 

Investigation. ^MNED 

2 - Knoxville (RM) (61-12) ~ 

1 - Louisville (Info)(RM) k> lV C 

2 - Memphis (1 - 61-34) \ 



utSE\M '-A w .nv JD 



(1 - 100-92 SCEF) 
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K |l. S. D. 

sjc. Bel. 

MJtii.., 
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MAY 26 1967 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 
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material available for release to von. 



One or more of the following statements, where 



with no segregable 



□ Information pertained only to a third par tv with no reference to you or the subject of your request 



I I Information pertained only to a third partv. Your name is listed in the title only. 



I i Document(s) originating with the following government agencMics), 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency! ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

bo advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s>: 






For your information: 
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FBI/ DOJ 




I have received your letter of May 30th and 
understand and appreciate the concern which prompted you to 
write. 



While 1 wish it were possible for me to be of 
assistance, 1 am unable to make any comment regarding the*. ^ 
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau art > 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason £» 
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance. *-> 

Sincerely yours, 



t. Fdgar Roovw 



VOTE Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. The Highlander 
Folk School is well known to the Bureau. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) (C) 

t^ ftlfiHIANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
&1Z CSLISBTEOUS"^ " 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a LHM bearing above caption. This 
information is submitted to the Bureau for inclusion 
1 1 'in JtLs, files. 
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The Knoxville Journal . Knoxville, Tennessee, a daily 
publication, in issue of May 24, 1967, reported that the 
Tennessee General Assembly will investigate "the widespread 
reports of subversive activity" of the Highlander Research and 
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee. It was reported that 
the State Senate on May 23, 1967, voted 24 to 3 in concurring 
with the House in the decision to delve into the activities of 
the controversial center. The article stated, "Highlander, 
founded by (Myles) (ed) Horton and others, had (sic) long been 
one of the most controversial issues in the country and 
Tennessee. It lost its charter in Monteagle when it was 
found that beer was being sold illegally there and that ' 

Horton was operating the tax exempt school for his own benefit. 

It was reported there was no indication as to when the 
investigating committee would be named or commence its work in 
carrying out the resolution. 









t Ih the same issu^* of the Knoxville Journal , it was 

/ reported that C_. Conrac^ Browne, a director of Highlander, 
reported that Walter^Jishop, President pf fh 0 East .Tennessee 
\y j Chapter_j?f_the.JUnerican ,Civii...X.ibertxes Union (ACLU) had 
/ / advised that the ACLU would go into court in an effort to 

block the investigation. It was reported that the East 
Tennessee Civil Liberties Union labeled the resolution by 
the General Assembly asanafront to the orderly conduct of 
government since a proposal "was initiated on the basis of 
vague and unsubstantiated charges and provides less for 
legitimate investigation than for punitive prejudicial 
inquisition . . . . " 
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The Knoxville News-Sentinel , Knoxville, Tennes see, 
a dailv.^tfblication,' in issue of May 31, 1967, reported that 
Myle^-florton, Director-ot-the JiighlandeiL Research and Education 
Center, had made the statement that the center will go to 
Federal Court to seek an injunction prohibiting proposed 
State legislative investigation. He reported that the 
injunction would be sought by the American Civil Liberties 
Union attorneys on the grounds that investigation of 
subversive activities was within the power of the Federal 
Government only and no in the States, Horton reported that 
the injunction would not be sought until the investigative 
committee was named. According to Horton, ACLU officials 
had informed that the local case would be handled by Charles 
Morgan, described as the defense counsel for Army Captain 
Howard Levy, identified in the article as on trial now at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, at a court-martial on charges of 
disloyalty. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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; SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (•)**' J 

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 1^^ ^ L 

Knoxville 00 ™ 

Memphis air tel to Director dated 5-24-67, 

The 6-14-67 edition of the Nashvlile Banner, a Nashville 
A dally newspaper, contained on Page 11 an article captioned 
/ j '/ Highlander Prob Panel Members Set which indicated in part that 
/! committee announcements were announced 6-14-67 by both speakers 

c/ j of the General Assembly relative to a five-member team to in/agli^ 

gate the Highlander Folk School near Knoxville, ^^^gaSSsEEj 

The article indicated the committee members will rferw^ 7^” 
in advisory and investigative functions authorized by the 
legislature and report findings to the General Assembly in 1969. 

The article indicated that the committee members were 
Senator FRE23 BERRY, SR., Republican, Knoxville, Senator CLAYTON 
.ELAM, Democrat, Memphis, Representative ODELL CAS LANE, Republican, 











Knoxville, Repr 



mtatlve ROBERT BOOKER, Democrat, Knoxville, and 



‘v-.v 






Representative V, E, MICHAEL, Republican, Sweetwater, 

Memphis will follow and keep Bureau advised of any pertinent 
developments. 
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The Nashville Tennessean , a daily newspaper in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in the 6/21/67 edition on page 3 carried an 
article which in part indicated that the, Tennessee legislative 
invedigation of the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville *6 
temporarily blocked on 6/20/67 by a suit charging the probe was 
authorited to "intimidate frightened and coerced Negroes," 

The article indicated that U. S. District Court Judge WILLIAM E, 
MILLER Issued a limited temporary restraining order shortly 
after the American Civil Liberties Union filed the suit conten- 
ding the probe violates the Center’s constitutional rights. 

The article indicated Judge MIL1JER set 6/30/67 as 
the date for the hearing in this case. 

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of 
any developments. X- 
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For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville, , 
the Nashville Tennessean, a Nashville daily newspaper, on 
page one,~t>/20/b7 edition, had an article which in part 
related that the American Civil Liberties Union will go 
into Federal Court at Nashville, Tennessee, 6/20/67, to 
seek a restraining order to prevent the Tennessee State 
Legislative investigation of Highlander Research Center 
in Knoxville. 

The article related that CHARLES MORGAN, JR., 
attorney and Director of AGLU southern regional office 
in Atlanta, arrived in Nashville 6/19/67 and is expected 
to file the petition in USDC, Nashville, 6/20/67* 

The article quoted him as saying that ACLU's h 

interest in the issue is "because of the effect of the fa 

resolution of the General Assembly on the rights of 
free expression in Tennessee and the nation as well as i 

their effects on equal civil and political rights of 
Negroes.** 

V-’.-k Memphis will fol£flk^it^d keep the Bureau advised 

oj pertinent d.velopnent. ^ -5 " 7 57 / "" 32 ?} 

/ Information copy being furnished Atlanta in view • 

' ACLU attorney CHARLES MORGAN, JR., of Atlanta, interest 
„ fa? case. 
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DIHECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
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Re Memphis sirtel 6/16/67* 






For the Information of the Bureau and Knoxville, 

The Nashville Banner, a Nashville, Tenn. daily newspaper, on 
page 26, June 30, T567, edition, had an article captioned 
"KING: HIGHLANDER NOT SUBVERSIVE** . The article in part 
indicated that in Federal Court an affidavit filed bearing the 
signature of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING on 6/30/67 indicated that 
the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville is not subversive 
and it never has been. KING in his affidavit, according to 
the article, indicated that the philosophy *nd activities of ‘ 

Highlander Center are similar to those of SCI£* £ 

The article indicated that the second affidavit 
was from MYLES HORTON, described as Highlander Head. In the 
affidavit HORTON reportedly indicated he was a loyal citizen 
of the United States and indicated that the school's activities 
concerned programs designed to obtain full and equal political 
freedom in civil rights for Negroes and other minority groups* 

He claimed K1 an harassment . 

The article indicated that arguments before U. S. 
District Judge WILLIAM E. MILLER were expected to concehtrAte 
on another suit should be heard’ by three Judge Federal panel 
or only by IULLEB. REC 3 6/. y 0 '//. 33 

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of 
any pertinent developments . fry — — ■ — - 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 



tH 



subject: CJ \ 



SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (C) 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL; 
IS -x 



00: KX 



date: 8/23/67 



Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 7/3/67. 



For the information of Knoxville and Bureau, 
there has been no recent publicity relative to the 
Tennessee State Legislative Committee investigation 
relative to captioned school. 

Should there be any new developments in 
this matter, Memphis will immediately advise the c 

Bureau and Knoxville. 
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... October 30, 1967 



Hr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 20530, 

f Ninth Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. ) 
Dear 1-Ir. Hoover: 



A writer to a forum in a newspaper recently stated with 
regarding the Highlander Folk School that, to quote: 

n Racts — The FBI declares that Highlander is not now 
ever was a Communist training school”. 

* 

Does the letterwriter have the facts correct or not? 

I shall apprediate an early response. 
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Tour letter of October SOth has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, this Bureau has 
never issued any such statement concerning the Highlander 
Folk School as that which was attributed to the FBI in the 
publication you mentioned. I am unable to furnish you any 
information concerning this school since data in our files 
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu- 
lations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy. 
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COMMAS'.. 



Sincerely yours, 
9 . E3gs r Hoove* 
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Ask For It - It's Free! 



To the Editors: The above is the title to my ! 
recent "Pardon Me, but . . ." newsletter which i 
carefully outlines the Communist connections of' • 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Mrs. Nicholas Paul. ■ 
, of Nashua has challenged in llicsc columns my , 
statement that Highlander Folk School formerly j 
..of Montcagle, Tenn. was a Communist training J 
' school. 

She states that the “FBI declares that j 
Highlander is not now nor ever was a Communist 
. Training School." ■ J 

First, you must understand the role of the FBI. ! 
By law, they can not issue clearances nor label as j 
subversive, but must report any findings only to j 
the attorney general or ns a sworn witness before J 
Congress. This Is the reason for the attorney’} 
general’s list and why it is not called the FBI ; 
subversive list. ’ j 

Highlander Folk School .was ..founded by Do n j 
_we.st,_rjislrict djiprinr nf Hip ^mnvinkl Party In -. 
North Carolina, and by Miles Horton, director of* , 1 
‘ ‘Commonwealth College cited ns Communist bv 
IhiTu.S. attorney Ge ne ral Ap ril 2L_19ilLl ^ 
Miles Horton, in sworn testimony by a student, 1 
William Eldridge is quoted as telling a Highlander J 
class, “Only revolution will bring about a change 
from our present form of government to the’ t 
Russian form of government.” « 

As a result of this and other testimony, t 
Highlander Folk School was cited subversive by * , 
tlie State of Tennessee and dosed down by court *t 
. order in I960. With this and other evidence j 
provided in my newsletter, Mrs. Paul maintains ! 
that the school was not Communist. , 

She docs not suggest what It might be and . 
offers no supporting documentation. If you want . 
to know what 1 really wrote, write and ask for k. 
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November 16, 1967 






been received. 



Your letter of November 8th and its enclosure have 



In response to your inquiries, this Bureau has n pv*r 
?*Z statement concerning th^^lander Folk School? I ul 

data In you f ¥? inf 1 ormation regar^gTEiTgcEool since 
data In our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 

und£ ^ *** De P ar ^ Ine nt of Justice. I am sure you will 

understand the reason for this policy. --- y m 
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TO . Director, FBI (61-7511) 
fr^^^SAC, Memphis (61-34) 
subject :^tnGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 2-24-59 



SUBJECT 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
SM - C 




' press release made that date by flUJIALU UAVlbhUK. ^airman 

TenHe^ssee - Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled 

/ ••Joint Statement of State officers and Organization Leaders 
of The Tennessee Federation for Constitutional government. 

This statement -sets ~oat the fact that these^men support the 
nroDosal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature 
investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee 
and set forth the basis for their stand; \ 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Knoxville are autostat 
copies of this statement* 



airman 
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In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, It la no 

surprise whatever that the Legislature should have In view a thorough 

« 

Investigation of the institution. We heartily commend and support 
their action, 

O 

What is surprising is that any informed citizens of Tennessee 
would object to a action so obviously demanded' in the Interest of the 
public welfare and already too l&ng delayed. In this connection we 
refer particularly to a group of faculty members of the University 
of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and 
impugned the motives of the duly elected members of our pressnt 
General Assembly. We deplore this display of academic gullibility 
and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so ill- 
advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism" and "Witch 
hunting." We resent this insult offered to the Legislature and the 
people of Tennessee. 

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation 
and subversion is already well-documented up to 1954, through the 
Hearings and Reports of Congressional Conanittees. That record needs 
os >ught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special 
reference to activities of the school in Tennessee. An historic op-' 
portunity presents itself to the members of the Tennessee Legislature. 
They, and perhaps only they, with their intimate knowledge of Tennessee 

4 s' 

• affairs, can finally get to the root of the trouble at Highlander Polk 

ir,’ t i* ‘ * ' . t ’ *• 

School. T ; . •: 



In the Hearings of the U. 



S. Senate Sub-Committee on Internal 



v ■ 
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Security of March 18, 19, and 20, 1954, Highlander Polk School is 

- ' t 

revealed through sworn testimony Its having been a center of subversive 
activity since 1940 or earlier. At these hearings Paul Crouch, for 
seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist* District Organiser 
for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as followst 
’’Senator Eastland; ’What is the Highlander Polk School?* 

”Mr. Crouch: ’The Highlander Polk School is a school operated 

at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but 
actually working in close co-operation with the Comrnunisl; Party.* " 

On March 19, 1954 Mr. Crouch testified that in 1940 as Communist 
:-o — 1-s.r, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombrowski and Ed McCrea, 
the Nashville Organizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor 
as Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Polk School. Mr. Crouch said 
in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious 
to get the maximum results from Highlander Folk School without endan- 
gering Mr. Horton or anyone." 

Crouch explained that ". . , if it were to become public knowledge 
the Highlander Polk School was co-operating top closely with the 
noErmrist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda 
it iould endanger its funds and its support ..." (Pages 125-126) 

On Page 135 of the official recorded Hearings of the Senate 
iuvo* cl go lion Mr. Arens, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch 
thf Allowing question: 

'—ns: 'What conferences did you have there ^Highlander 

Polk School7? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was 
accomplished in these ‘conferences at the Highlander Folk School?* 

"Mr. Crouch; 'The purpose of the conference was to work out a 
pi** h 7 which the Daily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would 



! 



(more ) 
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be purchased by the school. They would be made accessible to the students, 
that everywhere possible the Instructors would refer to the Dally Worker, 
to news that had come In It, to encourage the students to read it, and 
It was agreed that the 'Communist Party should have a student, a leader, 

• sent there as a student whose job it would be to look around for pros- 
pective recruits, and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C. was 
selected to attend the Highlander Polk School for the purpose of recruiting 
for the Communist Party and carrying the Communist Party line among the 

a 

student body there*' 

'’Mr. Arens: *You said it wa3 agreed? Who agreed? 1 

« 

"Mr. Crouch: 'Mr. Horton and Mr. Dombrowski.' 

"Mr. Arens: 'Did you ever solicit Mr. Horton for membership in the 

Communist Party?' 

"Mr. Crouch: » I did.' 

"Mr. Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what 

transpired.' 

"Mr. Crouch: 'At that meeting after we discussed the school I 

f 

I asked Mr. Horton to become a formal member of the Communist Party and 

i his reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you Just , 

as much good now as I would if I were a member of the Communist Party. 

I am often asked if I am a Communist Party member and I always say 'no'* 

I feel much safer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered to 
Tt.i. i-tc the Communist Party, and therefore I prefer not to become 
a member of the Communist Party.*" (Pages 135-136) 

Crouch also identified Rev. Don West and MyleJ Horton as "original 

I 

founders" of the Highlander Polk School but said West had earlier left 
to engage in Socialist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina 
* and Kentucky. 

(more ) 
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Hr, Horton couldn't "remember" 
whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander 

I 4 

.Folk* School but said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the 
Communist Party, We accept no students from the Comnunlst Party and 
never have," 

Thereupon Mr, Horton, who now offers to be so co-operative with 
the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland's 

$ * questioning on Mildred White that the senator ordered the marshal to 

eject Horton from the room, (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954) 

The above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence 
printed in Congressional records up *to 1954, 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right an$l the duty to inquire 

T* . e 

v into more recent activities of Highlander Folk School, particularly 

ft 

t into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957, This Meting 

has not yet been investigated. It was attended by a number of well- 
known Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators 
from points of friction in the South, 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether 
there is a connection between such Highlander meetings and the disorders 
and incitements to disorder occurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little 
Rock, Atlanta, Montgomery, and other places. 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether, 
by reason of, its activities and policies. Highlander Folk School is 
acting in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our 
laws , 

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the 
Legislature, the sovereign governing body of Tennessee § may undertake, 
it can then be decided whether the school and its administrators are 



(more ) 
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- * 

* . ... • 

subject to prosecution for creating a public nulsanoe and oonatltutlng 
a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee* 

f 

Signed: 

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University 
Chance lor Wayne Cox of Henry County 
Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington 

District Attorney General Dave Murray of Jaokaon 

Dr, John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University 

Ben I, King, Former U. S. Marshal of Gibson County 

Bob Guinn, Contractor of Hardin County 

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tip’ton County 

Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett ' 

John McNail/ Gibson County Banker 

Ewing J. Harris, Former State Senator of Hardeman County 

A, 5. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County 

Frank Daniels, Lion Oil Executive of Jackson 

Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton 

Rev. James E. Savor, Church of the Advent, Hashville 

W. E. Michaels, Attorney and Author. of Sweetwater ’ 

Dick Burrow, Jr., American Legion Anti -Subversive Committee 

C, C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville 

George Nolan, Manufacturer of* Nashville 

Robert Hardee, Esq., Magistrate of Madison County 

John Sanford, County Attorney of Lauderdale 

Robert Thomas, Attorney of Lauderdale . 

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton 

Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former S^ate Senator of Weakley 
Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the S e nate of Weakley - 
W. M. Miles, Former S^ate Senator of Obion 
Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner 
E. T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyers burg 
Hugh Patten, Planter of Haywood 

Ted Cunliffe, Secretarv, Tennessee Federation, Madison County 
Charles Stanfield, Contractor of Jackson 
• Rev. E, R. Warhurst of Jackson 
C. W. 'Miles, III, Attorney of Obion 

John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion - 

R. D. Fry, Attorney of Obion 

W. M« Allison, Banker of Lake County 

Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County 

Rev. Wallace R. Terry, Nashville 

ones ter Mason, Realtor of Nashville 

Leonard B. Cash, Businessman of Nashville 

Rev. Truman Rouse of Jackson >' 

Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County 
L, V. Dubose, Businessman of Nashville 
Dr. Hughes Chandler of Jackson 
Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County 
Lloyd Harris, Dinner and Planter of Hardin 
Dr. John Morris, Fayette • 

Virgil Luck, Ginner of Fayette 
R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson 

Jack Kershaw, Vipe Chairman, Tennessee Federation,^ Nashville 



Highlander Probe 
Measure Signed 

j 2 From Sholby To / 
! Aid Invosfigofton ■ 

\*T hf« 

j NASifVTLLE, Tenn. — Gov. 
Buford Ellington today signed ft 
'joint House-Senate resolution 
calling for an investigfttkin of 
| the Highlander Folk School in 
Grundy County. 

Shortly afterward, Senate 
[Speaker William^ D. Baird and 
1 House Speaker James L. Bomar 
I announced the appointment of a 
five-man committee to conduct 
I the probe. 

■ Committee members are Sena. 
Barton Dement of Murfreesboro, 
l Lawrence Hughes of Arlington 
and Reps. Alan Hanover of 
.Memphis, Carter Patten of 
Chattanooga and Harry Lee Set- 
ter of Bristol, all Democrats. 

| "I want this investigation to 
reflect dignity on this body, at 
tl am sure it will/* Bomar said. 
"It should be tboro and com- 
plete.** 

| He directed the committee to 
report its findings at this ses- 
sion of the General Assembly. 
An appropriation of J5000 waa 
,approved to pay expenses of the 
; investigation. 

j The resolution alleged that 
subversive activities have been 
| centered around the interracial 
j school in past years. 

Myles Horton, director of the 
I school, has denied any Commu- 
nist link and called for a Ajl! 
investigation. 

i — u — : 




MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

^ 2 ^ 2 -jr? 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE_4d£L fN S’p&rr 








SEARCHED. INDEXED 
SERIALIZED . FILED ~ 

FEB 1 G 1959 

FBI - MEMPHIS 



I 



rr 




4-750 < 2 - 7 - 79 ) 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



( 



( 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



i 



7 C- 

Deleted under exemptions ) L 

material available for release to you. 



i- 



One or more of the following statements, where 



with no segregable 



L_j Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

L i Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

L_J Documents) originating with the following government agency! ies) 

____ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the KHl. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



sr" For your information: 



Llttzjc F/tcnx 7 7h#j> 






following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

fl zlSU- A ' ' 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE £ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/ DO J 




4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 



( 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
F0IPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



I — I Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

[Z] Information pertained only to a third parly with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Document(s) originating with the following government agency ties) > 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Jb. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 

Sfi /nL iNfe A S 6 I - 7 -S7 / -2 66 



[ I For your information: 



The following number is ta be used for reference regarding these pages: 





xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/ DOJ 










~ . . 6 ' v-* 

- P>:> <> " 1 ** v . - 



! .v-'^v % i!v < >J !y • ' > . v ■ 



% * A ’Y,V « 



>VS/ .£'■*£ 

VcVr ; >:' c -/‘ 

mm 



f ►" 

k 



.yjr. 



£ ,- -• ' ,'- V 

' % 1,1- 7^v/- 

« ^ J ... c. 



•> • «.*:*•' 'tf.v »*-V '# 4 r ; ,* ’**4’' ‘■’' rit' 4‘**»**? '*-•-, *^ V* *• * 

..,v . 1 .y ,:<>-?■ v% -' ‘ ^ • 

' •% - ~ - •< ~-o- • - ' - -, 



tf * - .«v 

si:--,* 



<•$ ~ ** 



February 20, 1958 






s^'ssl 



•iSg2fc^. x :3 






V f/M 



Dear! 



received, 
item on Ui 



•> "• ■ - *.• ■ v .'*•'. ■ tt . sr- ,<^- • 

v' v ’ ’> ' - .•**•: -*‘ ■*•*■• *'• ’. v * -* •<;- 

•— ■ • • ■ ■** ■ , . > it- £ 

*■-. -V c ^ r~- 

’ ■ ^ $•-• • ■*; 

ALL INFORM Air ’ V 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFliiS e 

f .,., ... ■ DAT ^ 4l V| I . . B YW^ ) 

Tour letter of February 16, 1959, has been ; . T 1. .. 

I appreciate your enclosing the copy of the ~ v- 
fehlander Folk School. r 




£ S 



'*• *. 






While I would like to be of service, the function ^ g 
of this Bureau as strictly a fact -gathering agency does not m ^ 
extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals, __ £ — 
publications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you ^2 vj 

requested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval -i 

of fhe group you named; therefore, 1 am unable to answer your % 3 

inquiry. I hope you will not infer in this regard that we do or % £ 

dcrnot have in our files the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, ; 
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1 - Indianapolis - Enclosure : 



£• Edgag Boovar, 
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-s ,^v X&fpJ NOT E not identifiable in Bufiles. We havE received a 
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Date: 2/21/69 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



'.TO: 



FRO If: 



DIRECTOR , FBI (61-7511) 



SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, 
MONTEAGLE , TENNESSEE 
IS - X 
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1959. 



Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau, dated February 13, 
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There is submitted herewith one copy of news article 
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the 
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattanooga Times . The article 
reflects that District Attorney General jT M. McCartt of Wartburg, 
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the investigating committee. 
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PROBE OF SCHOOL' 

OPENSSATURDAY 

^ * 

Visit to Tracy City Is First 
I Order of Business for 
| Highlander Study 



from Chattanooga Barea m 

‘ NASHVILLE — The Legtsla- 
I ture'a select committee to inves- 
tigate the Highland Folk School 
* decided Thursday to make a 
I visit to Tracy City early Satur- 
. day to begin its inquiry. 

I The committee decided against 
a visit to the adult educational 



institution at Monteagle, and 
the plan was reported to involve 
discussions with several Grundy 
County residents who claim to 
have information about the 



SChoOl. 

This first major step in the 
committee's inquiry came after 
Dist. Atty. Gen. J. M. McCartt 
of Wartburg agreed to serve as 
general counsel without compen- 
sation. 

McCartt, a Republican, was 
retained by the committee, 
which is composed of five Dem- 
ocrats. I 



Hopton to Assist 

Tn another development, W. E. 
(Bud) Hopton, director of the 
| Tennessee Bureau of Criminal 
‘identification, agreed to supply 
agents to assist in the inquiry. 

Hopton’s agents are expected 
to visit Monteagle and other 
points in that vicinity over the 
weekend and draw up a list of 
prospective witnesses for the 
committee to question in its first 
public hearings here next week. 

The agents will submit names, 
and the committee will issue or- 
ders for the witnesses to report. 

The committee met briefly 
during the morning for a dis- 
cussion of materials already in 
its hands but McCartt failed to 
arrive in time for this session. 

So another meeting was held 
later in the day for a further 
review of this material, which j 
consisted largely of pamphlets, 
newspaper clippings and trans- 
cripts of testimony from fed- 
eral agencies and congressional 
committees which had had a 
look at the racially integrated 
school in times gone by. 

The committee has obtained a 
certified copy of the school's 
charter, which was issued by 
the secretary of state in 1934. 
It authorizes operatioh of a non- 
profit corporation for “adult 
worker education, training of 
“rural and industrial leaders and 
general academic education," 
j Listed as incorporators are 
jMyles Horto n, t h school’s 
^-winder 'and 30 31 Its director; 



Elizabeth Hawes, James Dom- 
browski, Rupert Hampton and 
Malcolm CJfcisolm. > 

Chisolm was described by 
committee member as a former 
Chattanooga resident who died 
fighting for the loyalists in the 
Spanish civil war in 1935-36. 

The visit to Tracy City was 
proposed as an informal prj 
ceeding during which explori 
toiy operations will be c 
ducted. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 




wanee have been under 
for supporting the 

_ an Investigation by 

inegislative committee of the State of Tennessee. 

The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous 
editorials attacking Highlander and the professors for 
stating their belief that the school, is not communist. 
The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism 
of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor 
woulk like to have these professors disassociate them- 
selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed 
from their positions at Sewanee. 



Fifteen professor s at S< 
fire locally 

Highlander Folk School during 





You no doubt handle thousands of requests like 
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished 
institution, the University of the South, I should 
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if 
anything could be made available to me that has been or 
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander 
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is concerned. I have long heard that Highlander has 
been investigated by your great agency of our government. 
I have also heard that the State Department routes 
visitors to the Tennessee area there. 
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~ ^ r * ur hotter dated March 5, 2959, k«i »«m 

f received mnd your interest and concern fa tfef* aatiar 

• ra tndeed appreciated. 

Shtle X »ou!tf 2 <9# (• 9# •/ aarvfea, X anti 
•dvty that information fa the file* *f tht e Bureau fa 
sofntafaatf a* confidential and available fur eft total 
use only fa ceeortfaaea with a regulation *f the 
Department of Justice. I regret , therefore , that 
J a* unable to be of aeeietanee to you . 

, 1 •» •»»* 9«* »«I underetand the ueceoetty* 

poltcy and will not tnfer beeauee of eta £» 
inability to be of aeeietanee that we do or do not o 
have in our file* tfc* information you deetre m “rj ^ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ’ n.«r.i f t «r«, ®S 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED V Edgar Hoovsr Hi 

DAT F BY o PfrtrrwA - ' ■ & f 



T[?5 '"ccMvt.yBl John Id gar Soever * 

. .. Director'* 

MAILED 20 7. , * • 

1 - Savannah (Enclosure)** (See note , page «* 

7 - Knoxville ( Enclosure ) (See note , page 2.) Sf: * 
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. See note pn yellow, page 3. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, • .. 

or •■* r >V; •-» 

ATTENTION: SACa, Savannah and Knoxville , , t ? ^ ^ ^ 

Enclosed ia a copy of the correapondent *a ./>. . 

communtcot ion, Bufilea contain no Identifiable data 
concerning the correapondent • - 





For the information of the Savannah Office , .... 

the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, ' ° ’‘ 

reportedly ia aupported primarily by, donations of 
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments 
for students attending its courses . It offers courses 
of instruction in labor organisations , social economics,'' 
and general field of labor -education. It has had Communist 
Party members on its stoffland has accepted communists 
as students. However, it has never offered courses sf r ^ 
instruction in communism nor has the Communist. Party ever . 
succeeded in gaining control of the school 7\&nUe to its 
interracial character, tt has been the subject of numerous 
allegations that tt represents the headquarters $f communism 
in Fast Tennessee. These allegations have never been 
substantiated. The Bureau has tn the past conducted an 
investigation of the school and its officials based upon > 
complaints of communist activities at the school. ]/Uch 
of the subversive derogatory information concerning the . 
school was later repudiated by the persons previously 
furnishing the tnfermt ton. . ./■„ \ „ ,» ,*>. 





CON^ENT/AL" 








CONFI 
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a * r . -> 




► The school in recent years has been severely y 
criticised by the Georgia Commission on Education and X*/ 
the Commission has given wife circulation of a four- v 
page folder on the school relating to a Zabor Day," v 
2957, meeting . The Commission refers to it as a J . . 

communist training school . On January 38, 1959, the 
Tennessee State Legislature passed a -resolution £_~ re- 
appointing a committee to investigate communist 
activities at the school . ; : 



r 

- 
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The above is furnished for your information . 
The Savannah and Knoxville Office saare cautioned to- be 
most circumspect in the handling of inquiries concern ». 
ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the 
Bureau does not become involved in this Controversy 
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HZ ad wises professors at this 

Jer /ire /or supporting the Highlander 

\ k^XXsblk School during an investigation by legislative committee 
X'-'-^^f the State of Tennessee. Being concerned with the well- 
' WW beina and protection of the University of the South,he Vp* 
inquires whether the Bureau can furnieh him information „ , 

which can be made public concerning the status of the >"~ 
Highlander Folk School insofar as the FBI is concerned • ; 
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CONFIDENTIAL' 














COrJFJffiNTIAL 



In view of the extremely controversial 
nature of the Highlander Folk School, lAhepaet fj:: 
attacks upon it by the Georgia Commission of < ' - ‘ 
Education and the most recent investigation by • 
a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature , 
a files confidential reply will best serve the 
Bureau t s interest in this matter • : * 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir** 

We understand that the Fed^iL Bureau of Investigation 
haw made an investigation of the Highlan der Fo lk School at 
Monteagle, Tennessee. As an agency of the Knoxville Minis- 
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee, we 
are anxious to have all pertinent informtion which you are 
able to give us relative to this school. 

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty 
directed against the Highlander School. We feel that if 
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and 
leaders of our churches need to know it; and if they are not 
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presdnt to 
the public the true picture. 



Respectfully yours. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED PCn 
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HAT F 3j^l "N RY ^gT^ 




MAR 17 








ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS) 
HEREIN IS .UNCLASSIFIED . 



DATI 



RY STp' 






Tour letter dated March 14, 1959, hae 
been received and the motive which prompted your 
communication ie indeed appreciated , 



While T would like to be of aeeietance, . 
the function of the FBI ae a fact~gathering agency 
doee not extend to furniehtng evaluations or - -. v . 

comments concerning the character or integrity of / 
any individual, organisation or publication, - 
Furthermore, information in the files of this 
Bureau ie maintained ae confidential and available 
for official uee only in accordance with a regulation 
of the Department of Justice, I regret, therefore , 
that I am unable to comply with your request for 
information, . 



Me v» . 

K-:‘i r .... 



I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer from mu inability 
to be of assistance that we do or do not have in our 
files the information you desire , 



mailed , * 

I MAR ^ 1959 J 



Sincerely yours , ^ 
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ATTENTION: SAC, Knoxville 






Enclosed is a copy of correspondent* s letter . 
Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning the 
correspondent and no derogatory information “ 



Former Assistant to the Director L. B • Nichols 
spoke before this Association in 1937 * ^ 94 -2139) 



The Highlander Folk School , Uonteagle, Tennessee, 
is well known to your office . 

. The above data is furnished for your information 

only. ... ... :• ’ • • 



NOTE ON YELLOW: .. r ' • 

The Highlander Folk School has been the subject 
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and . 
the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee , due 
primarily to its interracial character ♦ These allegations ; 
have never been substantiated * It has been given wide " 
publicity by the Georgia Commission on Education which 
issued a pamphlet chargirg it is a communist training - 
school • On January 28, 1959, the Tennessee State Legislature, 
passed a resolution appointing a committee to investigate 
the school . (61-7511 ) . 

In view of the extremely controversial nature of , 
this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgia .> , 
Commission on Education and the. pending' inquiry by the- T ' i > 
Tennessee State Legislature, the above reply is believed whu 
t& best serve the purposes of the Bureau i k 
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6 AC, -'HOKn'A^I 



Director, 



April 29, 1959 
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When 



v^as in Washington 

he talked with Assistant Director C. D. Deloach and irdcated that he . 
was interested In tlif Titehlander YoH ichool at Monte Agle, Tennessee. 

H is desired that you contact a highly confidential basis 

and advise him that this school has r*een the subject >>t a great deal ol > 

controversy. 

You may tell that Uie school Hers coun*e» £'?d 

ot instruction in social economics, labor organisation and labor .... 

Furthermore, it has had Communist i arty members on its. stall Qid lias r 

accepted communists as students. It should be pointed out, however, that v 
the Communist Party has never succeeded in gamin* control oi the school 
nor does the school offer courses of instruction in conj/nunisitQ^y view ^ 
oi Us interracial character, there have been many allegations but it 
represents tne headquarters of communisn. in easitn ennessee. *h>s N 

allegation has never been substantiated. ;• 
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It should be pointed oat to m rec * nt ' w 

years, the school has been severely criticized by the Georgia Commission * 

on education, and the Commission has given wide circulation of a four- ( 

page folder relating to a Labor Day meeting in 1957. g 

Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make / ~ j 
available to Thev Include the following- 111 a Photostat of a C r /C— 



avaUable to They include the following: (1) a Photostat of a 

clipping from Tht Chattanooga Times, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat 
of the above-mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education, 
and (2) a Photostat of an article from The Chattanooga Times for February 11, 
1959. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



■\ 



UNITED STATES 



VJVf juuntiuilt A. 





Director, FBI (61-7511) 
AC, Memphis (61-34) 



SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IS - C 



DATE: 4-2-59 

y ^ 






Knoxville Origin 

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead m emorandum contain - /£/-lT“> 
ing information obtained on a confidentia^basis *o” 1y 




ki }: zr. . 







.. 2* Bureau (61-7511) (end* -5) 

2- Knoxville (61-12) (end. -2) 

1- Atianta(info) (encl . -1) 

1- Boston(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Chicago (info) (encl.-l) 

1- Dallas(info) (encl.-l) 

7. Jacksonville ( info) (encl.-l) 
1- Little Rock(info) (encl.-l) 
1- Los Angeles(info) (encl.-l) 
1- Louisville(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Mobile (info) (encl.-l) 

1- Newark(info) (encl.-l) 



V \ 






SEE REVERSE SIRS FOR 
ADO. DISSEMINATION., 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

mo-add ooidca HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

68 APR 231959 dat f ryj^s, 



1- New Haven ( inf o)_(encl.-l) 

1- New York (info) (encl.-l) 

1- Norfolk (info) (encl.-l) 

1- Philadelphia (info) (encl.-l) 
1- San Francisco( info) (encl.-l) 
1- St. Louis (info) (encl.-l) 

1-* Memphis.(61-34) i 

»m n 

]« APR 6 1959 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



CEI^D 



Deleted under exemption^ ) 
material available for release to you. 



J_7C- £ Ip 



with no segregable 



CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



I I Document(s) originating with the following government agoney(ies) > — 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency (ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reasnnis): 



I I For your information: 






The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

b iz 7 £J- 1 “ £& £nc.L * 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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In Reply* Please Refer to 
File No. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 9^8 
Savannah, Georgia 
June 8, 1959 




t 




Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Deke: 



I have had our files checked on the John's 
Island branch of the Highlander Folk School, and 
I hope that the attached information will be of 
help. 



As you know, the Bureau has instructed that 
we are not to get involved in any controversy 
relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no 
investigation of it is to be conducted. 








The Knoxville Office, by letter dated 
January 21, 1957/ advised that the files of that office 
pertaining to the Highlander Polk School disclosed no 
information received from any volunteer sources regarding 
any "experimenting" on John's Island on the part of the 
Highlander Polk School. The file did disclose that various 
sources had volunteered information that the school holds 
sessions of study during the summers which are called "work 
shops". It was reported that persons from various sections 
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions. 
Among the topics listed for discussions at the work shop 
held in 1956 were "Positive Resistance, Registering and 
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Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing, 
Parks and Action Through Churches". It was not known 
whether the "experimen ts" on John's Island had any relation 
to these work shot 




The following article captioned "Classes M'’- ' 
Here Sponsored by Polk School", by OTisVTERKINS, appeared in' 
the News and Courier, a daily newspaper^>ublished in Charleston, 
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959: \ 



"Interracial Highhnd Polk School, 
which has been under investigation in Tennessee, 
has sponsored citizenship classes among Charleston 
County Negroes for the last two years. 



"The latest of such classes was 
completed on John's Island last Thursday, Similar 
classes —all plugging registration and voting — 
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw 
Island. 



"Reports of the classes had been 
rumored here for sometime. Their operation was 
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them 
up. 

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken, 
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island. 

Jenkins, who missed formal educa- 
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior 
about his own brand of private education. He 
gives the impression, himself, of being educated, 
which grew from private tutoring as an adult. 
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" 'We only want to make them better 
citizens, ’ he told this reporter on the island last 
night. ’The main thing is to teach them voting. 

We want them to understand how to vote intelligently. 
We teach them what they ought to know so that when 
they go down there to register there won’t be any 
embarrassment. ’ 



"The robust Negro leader spoke as he 
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of 
Wesley AME Church about nine mifes northwest of 
Charleston on River Road. 

"Strangely, not a single white person, 
including the county school superintendent or even 
officials of the Islands' Citizens. Councils, had 
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were 
being held. 



"Jenkins, an honor member of the 
National Assn, for the Advancement of Colored People, 
said he long had been interested in the Negro people 
of John's Island, where he grew up. 

"He said he heard about the Highlander 
School and its operation sometime before the classes 
were set up. 



"In 1955 , two white girl students 
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston. They 
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure. 

They were admitted integrationists. 

"Jenkins recalled they visited his 
John’s Island home while here. He said also that 
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander 
Polk School, had visited in Charleston County. 

Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said. 

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander 
on setting up adult classes here. 

"Highlander personnel, according to 
reports, came here and set up the school and then 
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the 
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teacher at John’s Island is Bernice Robinson, 
who is paid by the foundation through^ Highlander 
Folk School. He says the teachers at Wadmalaw 
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the 
same arrangement. 




"She declined to discuss details 
of the operation last night, saying such would 
have to come from Highlander. The arrangement 
by which teachers are paid and the number of 
students enrolled also are available only through 
Highlander records at the school's Monteagle, 

Tenn., headquarters, she said. 

"The class sessions, whl&h last 
about three months for each group of students, 
are held two hours nightly in a building formerly 
owned by the John’s Island School -District. The 
property was purchased by Jenkins, who also operates 
a grocery store in front of the strupture housing 
the classroom. 



"Subjects, besides voting. Include 
reading, writing and sewing, Jenkins reported. 

He said several men and women students can neither 
read nor write. Some progress well, be added. 

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes, 
which are held in conjunction with the Palmetto 
State Voters Assn. The association meets each 
Monday night. Its purpose, like that of the 
classes, is to promote Negro registration and 
voting. 



"Students of the classes and persons 
attending the association meetings, are given sample 
South Carolina voter registration application blanks. 

"The forms are explained point-by- 
point and line by line. ’We also try to teach them 
the meaning of some of the words, ' Jenkins said. 

"The next classes will be held in 
December, Jenkins said. He explained that they 
are held for the period of December through Feb- 
ruary because no farming is being done during that 
period. 
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"Many of the people attending the 
classes, one John’s Islander reported, are com- 
pletely illiterate. They come in from remote 
sections. 'Sonie of them never have seen the city , 1 
he explained. ’They have no idea what's going on 
outside their section. • 

"Jenkins, in answer to a question, 
said he didn’t believe Horton of the controversial 
Highlander school is a communist. Jenkins said 
Horton never did or said anything as far as he 
knew to indicate he was a Red. 

"The school has been accused of 
harboring subversive elements and of being a 
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss 
of its charter as a privately operated institution 
as a result of the investigation by the Tennessee 
Legislature. 



"’We don’t believe in violence,’ 
Jenkins said of his association. ’We tell our 
people to be respectful. This thing (integration) 
can’t be done over night. It’s a revolution. 
There’s no use of us fighting over it.’ He said 
the Highlander school hadn’t suggested the classes 
as a tool of integration. 

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery, 
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses. He is 
a leader of the Wesley Church. 

"He says he hopes to start a Negro 
housing project on the island — to get Negroes out 
of shacks. 



"* Maybe that would serve as an example 
and they’d try to build better houses,’ he commented 
Jenkins says he believes in teaching by example. He 
has put three children through college, and has one 
child in high school and another in grammar school. 
Ee says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise." 
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Enclosed are two copies of newspaper 
clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times, 
a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on 
August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school. 
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ARRESTED IN RAID 

Padlock Petition Against 
School Being Prepared 
After Whisky Found 



1 



Special to The Cfeatfanoopa Timet 
MONTEAGLE, Tenn. — Armed 
with search warrants obtained 
late Friday night from a jus 
tice of the peace at his home, 
and state officers led 
by Dist. Atty. Gen. A. F. Sloan 
raided the controversial High- 
lander Folk School near here 
and broke up a banquet attend- 
ed by 30 or more Negro couples jpetii 
and several white persons. 

Sloan disclosed Saturday that 
he was preparing a padloak 
petition against the school, |oj 
e presented in court “within 
j|he next few days.''/ • I j 
Mrs. Septima PrClark, 61 J 
who identified herself as di*[, 
[rector of education at the 
school, was placed under ar- 
| rest after officers discovered 
J quantities of whisky and gin 
Ion the property. 

I Tfiree young men, who re- 
pcrtedly interfered with the of- 
ficers in their efforts to take 
Mrs. Clark into custody, also 
were arrested and taken to the' 
Grundy County jail in Alta-! 
mont. 

Released on Bond 
All were released early Sat- 
urday morning after posting 
cash bonds for appearance at] 
a preliminary hearing next 
Thursday at 4 p.m. In Alta, 
mont, presumably before Squire 
John P. Wright, who issued 
the search warrants. ♦ 

Mrs. Clark’s bond was set 
at |500 on the whisky posses- 



Br yit Eugf nfr^ftrkarifile. 22, 
of Los Angeles;' Guy Hughes 
IfCarawan ^Jr, t 32, also of Los 
Angeles' « . entertainer with 
some renown as a folk singer 
and musician, and Ferry Mac- 
KajMBturges, 34, Shelter Island 
Heights, N.T. £ . » rpc 
The men, as well as others at 
the school, had been participating 
in one of the regular summer 
workshops conducted by the insti- 
tution which has admitted Its 
strong advocacy of racial Integra- 
tion. 

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad- 
lock petition against the school 
would be presented to Circuit 
Judge C. C. Chat tin, explaining 
that the school then would have 
five days to appear in couri and 
answer the petition. I 

e attorney general sail* his 
likelihood" m>uld 

One 
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=1 Highlander Folk School W 
many year s has beeh^ojjgjaling 
afl a training school lor labor 
leaders from throughout the na- 
tion, but especially in the South, 
and has pushed openly for a 
speed-up in school integration in 
the Southern states. Most of; 
the seminars and workshops at] 
Highlander are operated on an- 
integrated basis. j 

Charges that the school hasj 
Communistic leanings were ex- 
plored rather thoroughly by the 
legislative committee, ^veral 
members of which felt t«.at the 
ultra-liberal positions of High- 
lander officials place them in 
the class of “left-wingers.*' Hor- 
ton and others on the staff have 
denied repeatedly any Commu- 
nist connections and the inv< 
tigstors failed to turn up 
re J proof to support the char] 
Tl» committee, however, < 
retmmend that the schools 
stilus as a tax-exempt instl-j 
| tution be ended and its charter 
revoked. \ 

Should Judge Chattin sustain 
the attorney generals plea for 
padlocking the school, the order 
would remain In effect until thei 
| October term of circuit court | 
when another hearing would be; 
scheduled on the question of 
making the order permanent 
Sloan said Saturday that he 
had no intention Qf denying 



-j , Iff; Kenneth Shelton, . — 

sion charge. The men, of Criminal Identification; 



j 

also Include a request for an or- 
der that the charter of Highlander 

be revoked. If such an order were .. , . .. . ^ 

. _ . . . .. . . . 41 _ : residential use of the hornet on 

issued, it would be directed to the^ of , cho ol, 

secretary of state. I that’ his petition, if granted, 

A legislative investigating [ would prohibit their continued 
committee earlier this year con-' use as gathering places and sitfes 
eluded its probe of the school ; for Institution s regular op- 
by urging action leading toward |* r * 
revocation of the charter. 

Sloan said he would charge in 
his padlock petition that the 
schoql is a “public nuisance" and 
is “engaging in law violations” by 
possessing and serving whisky 
and other intoxicating beverages 
In a dry county. 

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro 
woman, was the only school offi- 
cial present when the raiding 
party arrived late Friday night' 

Myles Horten, director of the 
school, reportedly is abroad with 
his family. Mrs. Clark told officers 
she was in charge in Horton’s ab- 
sence. 

♦oining Sloan in the raid were 
Elston Clay, Grundy County sber- 
Tennessee 
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ing arrest, were identified as 
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[land musician, and Perry Mac- 
Kay SturgejB, 34, Shelter Island 



Heights, N.Y, 

The men, as well as others at 
| the school, had been participating 
In one of the regular summer 
workshops conducted by the insti- 
tution which has admitted its 
strong advocacy of racial integra- 
tion. 

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad- 
lock petition against the school 
would be presented to Circuit 
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county and state officers led 
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Sloan disclosed Saturday that 
| he was preparing a padlock 
I petition against the school, to 
| be presented in court “within 
■th^ncxt few days.” 

B.is. Septima P. Clark, ) 61, 
. wijp identified herself as! di- 
rr^fr 0 r of education at I the 
i school, w as placed under# ar- 
! rest after officers discovered 
'quantities of whisky and gin 
! on the property, 
j Three young men, who re- 
portedly interfered with the of- 
ficers in their efforts to take 
(Mrs. T^Iark into custody, also 
were arrested and taken to the 
Grur.dy County jail in Alta- 
mont. 

Released on Bond 
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also include a request for in or- 
der that the charter of Highlander 
be revoked. If such an order were 
issued, it would be directed to the 
secretary of state. j 

A legislative investigating 
committee earlier this year con- 
cluded its probe of the school 
by urging action leading toward 
revocation of the charter. 

Sloan said he would charge In 
his padlock petition that the 
school is a “public nuisance" and 
f* "engaging in law violations" by 

All were released early Sat- * wW5 *y 

. _ . .. an d other intoxicating beverages 
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training school for labor 
leaders from throughout the na- 
tion, but especially in the South, 
and has pushed openly for a 
speed-up in school integration in 
the Southern states. Most of 
the seminars and workshops at 
Highlander are operated on an 
integrated basis. 

Charges that the school has, 
Communistic lsanings were ex- 
plored rather thoroughly by the 
legislative committee, several 
member! of which felt taat the 
ultra-liberal positions of High- 
lander officials place them in 
the class of “left-wingers." Hor- 
ton and others on the staff have 
denied repeatedly any Commu- 
nist connections and the inves- 
tigator! failed to turn up £y 
real proof % to support thi chaate. 
Thf committee, however, lid 
recommend that the school's 
status at a tax-exempt insti- 
tution be ended and its charter 
revoked. 

Should Judge Chattin sustain 
the attorney general’s plea for 
padlocking the school, the order 
would remain in effect until the 
October term of circuit court 
when another hearing would be 
scheduled on the question 6i 
making the order permanent. 

Sloan said Saturday that he 
had no intention gf denying 
residential use of the homes on 
the grounds of the school, but 
thlt his petition, if gAnted, 
would prohibit their continued 
use as gathering placet and sites 
-for the institution'! saruly op- 
erations; ’ - v 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO : Director, FBI (61-7511) \ DATE: 9/U/SS 

, CONFIDENTIAL 
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subject ^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MQNTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Enclosed is origins! and seven copies of a 



letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matte 



Ibis memorandum is not being disseminated 
to local intelligence agencies. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
HaiTSAGLK, TENNESSEE 
I j TFOiiMATI ON COITCH KITING 



A copy 0 :? a mimeographed letter was received 
by the Knoxville Office of the FBI bearing the return 
address of the Eighlaudcjr Folk School, Monteagle, 

Tennessee. This mimeographed letter reads as follows: 

/ ’’Highlander Folk School 

, / Mont eagle, Tennessee 

From &y le shorten to Fellow Tennesseans: 

The State Legislative Investigation instigated 
by Atty. Genl. Bruce Bennet of Arkansas spectacularly 
failed to prove that Highlander's stand on integration 
was subversive. Nevertheless our District Atty. was 
instructed to find some other excuse for closing the 
school. 

While I was away something happened that -4' ^ A j. 
shocked all decent people. Mrs. Septima^lark, High?- I 
lander's Educational Director, an outstanding church b. — 

woman, was arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst — ' 
of an integrated workshop. (At present she is conduct- 
ing a workshop attended by 30 people, including a number 
oi ioreign visitors sent by the State Department, with 
her usual dignity.) 

According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan 



agreed that the raid. 



which he directed, was for the 



purpose of finding whiskey so he could have the school 
closed. ’’The members of the legislative committee gave 
me information mostly on integration and cocrmunism,” 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



said Sloan, "and I wasn't satisfied I could be success- 
ful at that. I thought maybe this was the best shot 
and I think now I'll be successful," / 

I'ty/Z 

In a letter of protest. Dr, Roger L., \ Sninn,_>/ — — 

recently professor of Christian Ethics at Vanderbilt 
University, wrote! 



After a long history of unfair heckling and 
absurd charges brought against the Highlander 
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur- 
prised at the latest episode. But I thought 
that sane of your foes might have the wisdom 
to keep quiet after their ridiculous efforts 
at the last session of the state legislature. 
During my years in Tennessee I was glad for 
the Christian and democratic Idealism of 
Highlander Folk School, You have been inves- 
tigated repeatedly and have been vindicated 
against false and malicious charges. 



Sloan is insisting that Highlander be padlocked 
as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept, 

14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont, 



Many of our friends have written or called to 
say they will be at Altamont early Monday morning. I 
would like very much to have you with us also. Your 
very presence will show that Tennesseans want fair play 
and will do a great deal to keep this unprecedented 
action from turning into a second Scopes Trial. At the 
first hearing the courtroom was packed with Atty, Sloan's 
rooting section well before court opened. You will want 
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want 
to spend Sunday night at Highlander. 



P.S. A few of the many letters of support and encourage- 
ment are enclosed." 



The Knoxville News- Sentinel , Knoxville, Tennessee, 
a daily newspaper, in the issue of August 1, 1959, carried 
a news article datelined at Montea jle, Tennessee, which 
reported as follows: 
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’’County and state lav enforcement officials 
raided integrated Highlander Folic School last night| 
arrested a Negro woman and three white men and consi- 
cated a quantity of liquor* 

’’The school was the subject of an investigation 
by the 1959 state Legislature, which sought indication 
of Communistic activities or teachings at the school. 

\a "The Ifegro woman arrested was Mrs. Sept ima P. J=L5££ fi QX. /Wf; 

'TCiark, 61, who said she was director of education for 
' Highlander and in charge during the absence of School 
Director Myles Horton, now in Europe. 

Liquor in Horton Home 

"She was charged with possessing whisky after 
raiders said they found bottles of gin and rum and a keg 
containing whisky in the home of Horton. She was jailed 
pending receipt of bond. Grundy County is prohibition. 

"Dist. Atty. Ab Sloan, who directed the raid 
along with Grundy County Sheriff Elston Clay and Tennessee 
Bureau of Identification Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he 
plans to file a petition seeking that Highlander be de- 
clared a public nuisance and be closed. 

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly 
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and several 
young white couples had finished a banquet and were 
watching a movie. 

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of 
the Peace John P. Wright. 






Held on Several Charges 

"Others arrested and jailed at Altamount, the 
county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering o APP(m | H ; 
with officers and resisting arrest were Brent --Eugene » ~ 

-Vferksdale, 22, of Los Angeles, Calif. , (Juy. Hughes Cara- 
4£wan, , JrV, 32, of ^sAngelespUttd’iPerry^ackaWsturges, a. appbox. / 
~ Jr. , 34, Shelter island Heights, N.Y. V 
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"A committee from the 1959 Legislature held 
several hearings on Highlander and then visited the 
school itself. It reported it found the school engaged 
in a "very questionable activity" and recommended its 
tax-exempt charter be revoked. 



"Norton has denied repeatedly any Communistic 
connections at the school. The school does not hold 
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars 
and is frequently addressed by guest speakers." 

advised to the 

effect "tn^TSgnTanaer Folk School an institution 
located near Monteagle, Tennessee. It is an institu- 
tion with classes on a seminar basis and is supported 
primarily by donations from individuals, from labor 
unions in the form of payments for students who attend, 
and to .sone extent by the Farmers Union, It offers 
courses of instruction in labor organization, social 
economics, parliamentary procedure, and the general 
field of labor education. This school has had_Ccramunist 
Party members on its staff and as instructors ^Tand has 
followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party members 
as students, but to my knowledge the school has never 
offered courses of instruction in Communist matters nor 




This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, 
and neither it nor its contents are to be districted 
outside the agency to which loaned. 
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S17 ITalnut Street, S.W. 
Knoxville 02, Tennessee 
September 11, 1959 



HIGHLANDER FOIC SCHOOL 
MdJTEAGLE , TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Reference is made to letterhead memorandum 
dated September 11, 1959, at Knoxville, Tennessee. 




This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI 
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned. 
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MTLSS MORTOH, DIRECTOR 

Moetaagla, Tenneaaev. 



September 15, 1959 
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All «o(ifld«BUil lafonuif Mf«md to la this 
memorandum have furnished reliable Information la tho past* ’ 

advised ti^^^H^T5tSp^BfffBfB88^ Ton^Hio oT^ ^5itiagio . 
Tenn essee. woo • ipaksr at a ■••ting of tho Sou thorn 
Conference for Macao n Welfare which vac hold 
Tennessee. on April 19 through 21, 194* 

XHMflHk Morton spoke oa tho ljq>ortaaeo 
yutttarurohe nation both vocationally and in demooraoy, 

She Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare haa boon cited by 
w» Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report# 

March 29, 1944* page 147 aa a "Communist front whioh , - 

received money from the Robert Marahall foundation, one of 
the pr Inc ip ft 1 aourcea of the funds by which many Communist '* 
fronts operate,* ■ *••..> •-*. f ■ ■ , , 
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furnished 
high larder Folk School! 



on eonee 
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*lhe Hollander Folk School la An institution . x 
located near Mont eagle, fenneaaee. It is an institution 
with elssses on a seminar basis end supported primarily 
t#y donations from individuals, from labor unions In th e 
farm of payments for students who attend, and to some - “““ ■ — - 
extent by the Farmer (e Union* It offers courses of 

V .v - - - \ ‘ ** ® 16 1958 

r,T,< z *nd one to STATE (furnished State Liaison) 

• wgmmm - ^ — - 

NOTE: Substance of above furnished OSI-4 April 27, 1956, in 

response to name check. Thumbnail sketch re Highlander Folk 
-School check?! up to date with £££/$£ /#££)£/ Organization Desk. 



This memo classified "Confidential" inasmuch as the informants 
i '-r, MtJ.es u should not be revealed as it might be dangerous 
- to the security of the United States. 

i. 1 Thu document contain, n.lth.r r.commendatlons nor conclu.lon. of th. FBI. It i. th* property 
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Highlander Folk School 
Myles Horton* Director 
Monteagle* Tennessee 
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Instruction In labor organisation* social economics* 
parliamentary procedure and the general f ttd of labor 
education. This sohool has tad Communist Party members 
on its staff as instructors* [and has followed the practice / 
of welcoming Communist Party ■embers as students* bat to / 
my knowledge* the school has never offered courses of 
instruction in communist matters nor has the oommonlat A 
element ever completely controlled the Institution,* 

Another Oovernmental agency which conducts 
intelligence investigations has advised that Louis Frsnois 
Budsns* former editor of the "Dally Worker*” an aaat 
coast communist newspaper whioh suspended publloation 
January 13* 1958* end an admitted former official 
in the Communist Party* advised on Jfov ember 21* 1952* that 
the Highlander Folk School was procommunist, 

• : . y 

j On April 19* 1949* Paul Crouch* s self -admitted 

/former member of the Communist Party* furnished to this 
/Bureau a signed statement in which he describe d Myles 
4Jorton as a left wing Sp o jells t-idia -warn always close- Ap— 
ui Communist Party. According to this statement Horton 
metr'Wltli"6rficlalS 'and representatives of the Communist 
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from 
1939 to 194^1 and, even though he showed some Independence 
In thought* Horton usually followed the Communist Party lint. 
The statement continues that in 1941 Horton could have 
been described as a dose sympathizer and follower of the 
Communist Party llnej and that hia wife* Zylphla Horton* 
was even closer to the Party than her husband. According 
to Crouch •# statement* when he last saw Zylphla Horton 
in 1941 a^a was seriously considering Joining the Communist 
Persy, 



advised 



snss on Van oils occasions ooTweln 1957 and 1950* Myles 
Horton closely followed and paralleled the Communist Party 



i closely 
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Highlander Folk School 
Myles Horton# Director 
Mont eagle# Tenneeaee 

line in polltieel# econonio, end eooial dootrineeand 
associated with known Cbtaunlst Party acabers. In tb«_ 
opinion of the infornant, Horton waa not a nanOor of tha 

Communist Party* 
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For toot additional inforaation pleaae be 
advised that Myles Horton referred to above *•****£•?-*“ 
public session before the Jenner CoMineeonKaroh20* 
195U* Tou may desire to consult records of thia Committee 
tor additional information concerning the subject of your 
inquiry. The Highlander Fol {; i ? c ??® 1 ,J a *^|;.i^ o ; ubJl * * 
of considerable newspaper publicity in the State of 
Tennessee# particularly# in the Chattanooga# Tennesaea 

area. (61-7511-193) ... 
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SAC, Knoxville (61-12) 



HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL 
Honteagle, Tennessee 
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Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat 
copy each of four news articles concerning the 
Highlander Folk School. 




These news items result from a hearing brought 
against the school by State authorities seeking to 
revoke the charter of the school. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEJ |gte4 



«7 NOV 16 1959 






h>i iM a aeurt w4m 
Highlands*! In iiwpt 
and permanently doling •• 
school m a public Main j 
The case wffl be heard |M 
Tbeodgy hr Qmttt Judge CM* 
C Obettin. Slow ku raqueabtd a 
Jury trial 

Soto opened Ida drift agalnat 
Highlander last Mj » whs hi 
personally lad a llgaar igM 
against the contmarria) V yttr- 
•td tMtituUon, which li located k 
<hy Grundy Gwaxp. ■ 

Sloan said tadgh < eran fb«n 
the Teoneaaee aggregation law hh* 
become u mon a t lU ittonal 00 It ap- 
plied to pot* ochwfc, K HOD 
rf»uhiha*ittf fcfecafhafpl- 
vate adtook. 

-The US lujatme Oourt haa gat 
pone ao far « la aka M agre- 
gatioo la prifiia afseti ail 
Highlander h a prtTgk aM.” 



TKX XXHTXLUt JDVU. 

namui, nwMB 
OCT. *9, 1999 
an l. emui - xcsoi 
namus emaioe 
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HIGHLANDS* 

CHAKTtrHIT 

<C*toued Pt«M Nft 1) 

jwrt that Rig hiandrt Pofc 
Fckoo} admrt* that H la a 

?*?%, ^ rnmt • lnc * » Ku 
•»*f *5 yean sge>. 

•n2l R **u. y 1 * «"**•»■« 

jmWn Hlghtaii for firatg ps, 

»rn*ing oommtrclil activity* 

•** «h*l brtef. 
«£UM be submitted relative to 

&,,?«?*■ ** f *' hrth * r «r Sot 
Highlander has violated the iaw 
by bavtag Integration M It* 1 
cJ^wroam*. 0 

However, t hV« , suggestion* 
followed and a short 
time lata oalsrtion of a j ury 
to baar Uu ei» m bagun 
•ntPOCN A PROTEST ED j 
Tha defease also objected to' 
a e^bpoen* requiring Mvles Hor-J 

Schwo1 dtwe-f 
of, to bring to court a mas* ofi 

^ r ^^ lJ, \r hool * n P' r * n «' 

tae State were the corporation * 
^ *"* «^rter, a I] minute*, 

.. “re:;r S , deed, M d 

Ln\°‘» V/" m ° rd * 8f *»»■ 

tione to the school *nd (he 

" 2. P‘ f <fcmor * «ll freorda' 
**"• t« «od all transfer* ofi 
£^- v b >’ Hinder to other 1 

^ h”r rnfv Branstetter told the 
* ‘ vo* t tni* would require 

"* • <“!*•*•■ *M I Wean bos- 
ear load, of record* ." Re Want 

*1 *“ **;•' th,t “»• »*' *n orv 
-1L w ^ ua,t - «lwr* It had 

cs»> %r*r, nut* by the sUfc 
afternoon. 4 ” • * , 

The RfcdhHlte' attorney than 

u * • ub P°« n * 'ha 
Raashod. modifiod or vasafe* 

f*4gt Chattin remarkatf Quilt. 

^ efiv tmpeX 

'*<W Mr BronststS^ 

rnnibWr* \* aarijtftw *U- 

" W\f. && A p qU 

* -d/« * 2 dU^ mu*. ^£2 

jv^s- -.uw«.l«lalb^2 

y ^ ^ sl :»« *Jm to — 1 

*t‘ 



?nt eourt room wu to I 

and « muntor «f ftr- 

on»« l «Kf*« tlk 

rwn tti 4 »*mMr MhrmyJ 
9W4Kf« A tty Venv, A tty 
•Mo i| muJated by At ty «m 
M k fU(itetotv « 

•outA pttuduri fewyor. . 

Th# 4roppinc Ifc* «U^i 

«ff6rt u Wvi A pormAMit fod- 
MX Itj portion i>Uc*d «• KfA- 
UjwSrr'g mo in oAico lion AuflriHJ^ 
D\HiM lHQ to 

rk ix ^od from that todkAnf im- 
vnttfitUTy. l9»c %uUdiac »u 
po41oc4ed Mwral VMki %ro 
aft«r a taring ap a tomyorary 
padlock p r o tN’ tfltvt JuAft CAaU 
till at that tim« fouad that toar 
Aa^ tan 'aold to tAat AuiMAif 
by Hiyhluificr without a Momtm 
and to minora 

The state said thia m*r aiM 
that it ta aot moflfif ipM 
any individual cormectad with 
Highland, tot thto \Xm acta la 
aimed at tht corporation ItaaJT 
>tty. firanauttar aald tto 
atata wu •'on a flahtag expedi- 
tion when it AOugM the record* 
ct Highlander. He ala* M MrtH 



on another oecssloo that tt« wasb iU^arid* b 'f° r * 
auto Is eommitUflg srU ’ of kts tfes iou rtwom th is morning 

"C".U >u « uilrxlr-Udas Kesult ! 
thi* court with ctrsn jsn^, Qf Highlander Ran 

the defense attorney tfalM * ^ ^ 

nQo wash yrmr h*nd» ,T A tty ALTAHOVT, Twu». 

Oen Sloon muttered *uA(v WOruhdjOmnfy 

ssr as awlttiswareSiS 

prwecution Uble » - tSTu .“1^ STtcSS 

Whw A. tty K-Uy v*ml * f ^ ^ 

address the court, be R>»la«V*| *** j . -JL 

for the nagtoci of tha *tata to- Tto acbaal attcla!, M>*. top- 



ttma Clark, was iad*ctad aa a 
charge of whuky peaaesakm. - 
The three aaeo. who ftrt tab' 
tog part in a wor toAap at tto 
•cbool, were Brenl gqfra® Aaeto 
I dale. O. La* AngaM CAjf ta 
Huchej Cariwan. ■. |to Aa- 
ftVes and Parry Itoiafto 
|| Shelter Uland Hrp4 XT 
They were (Aargad wl tA ta 1 ^ 
drunkenneu. fwsiating arvaat aad 
Aiterfering with an aWoar. 

. Ouh bond* pasted hr *e ta 
I at the tipie ol Chair art** ta» 
been oofttimiad.. J 
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HighfaruJer Hearing Opens Today; 
WnrGark, 3 Others Are lndi&wih~ 

By iiOUw?f mol 

CtettiMOH rmti St*/? Wft**r 

ALTAMONT, Tbwl — The m-|wotor md three ath«* m 
Ue mountain ©ourthouse smcngcturg* erf po osesrtn f momwhfa t 
the colorful maples In the oounty whisky it the school. ^ * 

■eat of On»<Jy County will be the twUeUn««U »er* retain^ 
•rtUns Tuaedky oJ the eecond ecl;**te Monday agalnet Mn. 
intba carrot ImldrM^enatleftepUm* Clark, th. education 

"Hublander folk 8 1 to oo I M u »t‘ airwtor ; Br * rit *«***» 

Go - |<uie. 22. let Anjtlca; Ouy 

OpcilAi la Grundy County clr- Hu^he# ttrawan, 82, lai 

a * m.. i . a- _LuL inivlfi Prrrv Htiirrrjj 

ctu< ooun is mm oanni m wium — * — » 

Jh~ • Homey **n*ral of T*nne»- lalmsd Helfbta, NT, 

«.* * Mejvibam Oivn.it will «eek Clrcujt Oomt Clerk Mr.. Hor- 
an onto- nvokliur the JS-year-old *"«* Bouldln rereeled 
charier af the Inatltutlew which CUrk *“ Indicted ce a 

Lcondiicta lataerated daises and tl«rfe of fii.waMlrai «tf whiaky. 
’workshop. and puraua* a policy! The three asen, wao ware Uca g 
of urwdw Bbermhim. !*•* * a workshop at theacbool 



_ _ _ A * - r n a. lent July SI when ooanty mad 

The <**!»** the «™*l, ut , actn .U«ed * »ld. 
move acalaat the achool was in; ww of pubUc 

new. resisting anmt and later* 



ttii*!- S eptember, when the attar-| 
nev general. A. r, moan of south! 



nry ifeTlng With 1H irfftCCT to the «*- 

*" r T*' ™*\''*™?ZV**n* «f hi. **** duty. 



hincticr against the operation oi 



Cash bonds, posted by tbs 



the school cm grounds It was a j our tt th« time of jtheir ar- 

vMtc cuU ** f *' . , . rests, were omttouad, Mra. 

Kf^rhljin^r ImI < ' 1 ““‘ 1 



nreUmlnsrv 



— ^ --• - isjouioia aaiQ. r»» uii w»« 

round Moo day even before UwL^^, for their trial. 

<zv* r »-• '“ 1112 ?“ * 

i dieted the achool* aducaUoa dl-J »ee h«* Two, CMnaa Three 
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| ha at Mat ttaa* arreed to the aad-1 
ilockln* af an« holldhut aaaonjt Me 
doaen «r Mere «e the Ite-ava) 

| campus. Ha ruled that the atate'a 
attorney had proved a chary* that 
beer had been dtapesaed Dlefaljy 
ta th* aw MUdinc. but Mat 
proof bad baea aubmittad ta aub- 
ataaUato ebantes af rowdy and, 
botatoreu* oonduct or af laoa* aad 
femoral practices at the school. 

Arty. Gen. itoaa. to addition to 
. atucklns wirhJ* nder to tbs bmr- 
jlmt •stntoc Tsesdsf so th# 
Ichsmrtt •£ ,bl» bstittoa, 

will s«*k rsvocstion ol th« chsrtsr 

t be cUim tost operstioiu of tbs 
i reboot have ,ttolat*d term* of toe 
cSsttsr 

i In sdditton. Sitougm fee »««- 
!mv fvwrsl bid ssid durtng tbs 
! first bssrtnc sad since tost rs*UJ 
kssuss went not JevoWed, bt toil 
irtfk fEsd an smwdment to to 
1 petition to chsrge tost HlRbltndsr 
H in *toUUon of s SAvesr-old Tto- 
1 passes tow which torbids whits 
persons ahd Negroes (rom attend- 
ing the same classe*. 

Myles Horton, founder and pre* 
ident of Hlrhiandef, and others a> 
jioclstsd with toe defense baes ■»- 
pressed some rsiber oomu**d S« ST* 

; prise st toe amendment. 

“We are willing to alipulste tost 
Highlander is integrated," said 
’Horton. *‘W* hardly see how It Is 
'possible, though, to be in etols- 
tkn of a statute already held to be 
Invalid by both state and federal 

oourts/* 

The tetke* in circuit court M- 
loved by a*varal coootha an tow*** 
tin tion by a apodal cw nmltt a a 
af Tannaaaaa legUlaVara. ieektef ( 

tostitutioB located a few] 
mfleTwh of here between Tracy 

City drf Mooteagle, toil » 

4 mtttee visited the school and bald 
msml aastooos for utong «£ be 
fimaay, hut came up wtth a report 
pr^Hftg up oothing more siwCme 

toaa ftoi toa school was to* 

*'*■“754; vi'.ti txanoQ^aT: 






Chatt&noora, Tennoss** 
11 - 3 - 59 -Mertih Oche. Editor 
gnoivnia Divlstojj 
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HIGHLANDER CASE 
GIVEN RACE ISSUE 

Sloan's Petition Against 
Sohool Amended, Holds 
State Law Violated 



toy MOVZON FETtmS 
.«»••••,< rm H aft four 
ALTAMONT, Ttnn.— tW to- 
ftii ef Integration hej totn to* 
Jscted Into the Highlander Felk 
•cheat mm which reopens Mn 
wsxt Teswlty marntof. 

A. r <Ab> Hots of Smith 
Filteburg. attorney general far 
YennMMe’t 11th judicial circuit, 
hm will direct the effort to 
Ka v • th« eehoora charter re- 
voked and the institution closed 
permanently. amended hie peti- 
tion to tor rude the raHai faaut 
to an appearance before Circuit 
C heeler a Chitlin it 

JVincheatar Tuesday* 

This latest move in the caie 
by Atty. Gen. Sloan chargee 
that racial integration practiced 



at Highlander Folk School la again again that integration la 

a vtoUtton «f a Tw ee ftnt* not m hw In ito - '' v 
mu which, the petttfca anya. Was* me p » w 

etaraa it to he unlawful tor white as Oct W in a fecial totarvtow 
and colored persona W attend pubfctfwd by "Ooncarn," a aeto* 
the eame school " monthly magazine pub 11 shed to 

w„ to «. 

general was pre dicatin g . tfc* ^ying that toUgratioa had 
cJ-rtw ~rocti 0 n mm m tfe. ffff r £** 5wh5?al*R 
•U**»U« MaUlMd to ZJ£ ttTputlS! 

.♦IT? mm- >. ™ 

number of changes totoe ’ who they toach and what 

?*“!? •* tt4t jy^iSSwcTS Z ZitTJSZ 

that only tA* chart* «T »«nJ; the , Uw It to «pte tb* MMtal 

I ™p«n«trn of to toil c* tint kww- 1 ** v, to MctollM Vito «*> 

'at*a had b*cn froraSi «4 modi* — I feted B» tow? 

[ AUuoUon. to Lha fvUtte^Cnwte.Mw^atto- 
; that toe school had horn the tie© at Highlander ahaaid W 
scene of immoral conduct and incorporated to the oompiatot 
P’figbUng. quarreling and druni.; inlnl t the institution and a&Maa 
enneas/’ Judge ttattto rutodt|b| h !i smcndJBenl: 

.had aot been proved to aaorL i -That said corporate- defendant 
f CmcU T Bvanstetter of HatoiWhas violated the provisions of T*n- 
| ville, attorney for HigtUandar.'n^j^ Code Annotated 0-3701 
con/eased to some ourpriae at which* declares it to be unlawful 
{ the attorney gensrafa amend -'for wfcite and oelorod persons to 
ment *‘Aj 1 undasatood it,” aald|aUend the nma school, to that it 
BrmneteUer, **the attorney gen- u now and has to the past cam- 
era! haj said time and Urn* ttouausly operated said schsool an 
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The Chattanooga TIr.ea 
CV •;* -nooga, T*nro*:a« 

16 - 29-59 

Martin Ochs, Editor 
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* Wyi M Mi whetten M 
p *y;r M i «w» ond **r+ 

* oteUtteo KH |v M i 
lortetr fnvtmttes of Ob pteps* 

* iftd objectives tor which *11 
defendant tu boorpotttb tnl 
onostltuted owerdst * uprn ftm 
arts and pm* sad ter ah of 
Mich As tbrUr should bo dp. 

cUrtd fbrtett tto terlaifter tedi 
and void." . 

Hie ittorarf |wi] b bfubt 

in* a jury teitL 

; TV case wil,i get under wry the 
morning it Tuesday, Nov. I, With 
.arguments on Highlander's de- 
murrer to the original bill u 

‘amcnM. 

| Tito wtu norimm 

I In addition k> the interview 
with the attorney general, the 
'Methodist youth publication “Con- 
cem," printed a n Interview with 
Myles Horton, president and 
founder of Highlander Asked te 
Otplain the objections of local res- 
idents to the school’s activities, 
Horton noted that “attacks 
against Highlander have been for 
[numerous reraoas — subversion, 
communism, Integrated activittes 



and man lately, 
ante of UcotooL" 



at Mrsit— gte oq 
tend platen te 



ft n tec* atmwfc te WjMi 
y« onflp top * #rtfef tepf 
m9 Q*i te tee labor osoote of 
U affected tee nrpdtei * M 
■Ms te Owndy «n« mrt^ 
ante. Tte ttfeteg 
aim/' be said, sbtp or 



; at* toptel F. Out «* 
tibte iNtentefr on a outthm 
Ite ten* d b terrte teo d at Jtoo 
haneo «d Pmtim Jtattea Wloo 
Mter * dba toteb toftatteon 
oral Mrs teftrk baa been 



I Ms itentiaod m oftteo somtey* 
of one xcngsjy as Ite pemstete 
tender of agitation against ffcgh- 
tender/' * 

Asked Ms opinkw of %• top 
tember bearing which moulted is 
a decision closing od* of his terfkb 
lnp temporarily, Horton oora* 
men ted “It was a dignified, prop- 
erty conducted trial* 

‘'However, 1 * be added, *1 dis- 
agree with the rtwteten *• 



bqoeIuLKdee ornotiL 

U HEW YOEX V18IT0E 

• »» Tort r)Mt Km farvWt j 

NEW YORK -The Hlfh- 
lander Folk School la continu- 
ing Us interracial program la 1 
•pita of court actions confront- 
tig it according to the eduea* 
tion director of the institution 



with itento of the lnctitatka 

te Mew York and Connecticut 

Host weak further tegal action 1- 

ti expected on charges against 

MrsCUrk and other staff mom* 

ben and against the instit ut io n 

as a “public nuisance,** * 

On Oct 11 and 12, She said. 

24 minister! from six South* 
era states came to a workshop 
session on Ways df cooperating 
with social workers and aodal 

security representatives in moat- ( " " 

ing the needs of members of 1 

their local communities. A see* I 

oo d workshop for ministers Is j 

scheduled for Nov. 27-21, teie | 

said. I 

Next Monday, oh# said, for- — “j 

tner students at Highlander win to to help Negroes ooalifp ter 
open literacy night schools for] voting hnd to teach them about! 
adults <a til 



y night 
iante of 



schools for voting hnd to teach 



adults cm Ulan d* off the South traffic laws, firs prevention and 
Carolina coast Their purpose’ cooperatives, aha said. ' j 
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Office ^Memorandum • 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 2/5/60 



<^h: 



IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Enclosed for Bureau files is one 
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga 
Tines, Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60 
concerning the Highlander Folk School. 

This item relates to the pending case 
brought by state authorities seeking to revoke 
the charter of the school. 



Bureau (Enel. - 1) 
Knoxville 
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'SURE 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ 
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TO 



FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
:Mc, LOUISVILLE (61-42) 



date: February 29, i960 



subject: 



Cs 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

IS - C 

00:KX 




ALL INFORMATION CON 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Re Memphis letter, 4/2/59. DATE- Jl^l . fot . B Y 

The Leulevllle Time^/^Loaisville, Kentucky, a news- 
paper of general circulation, on 2/20/60, carried a story 
reporting that>FRpNDS jQF jJIGHLANDER, identified aa " a new 




organization here,* might be called upon to raise funds to 
<-arry litigation, in which the charter of the HIGHLANDER FOLK 
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Court. The story reported 
that the school 1 * charter was revoked by a Tennessee Circuit 
Court on 2/16/60. ^ 

A ■ 

Miss DORCASH-RUTHENBURG^Tnot identified in the atory 
but known to be a writer, director,. producer at NBAS - R adio 
and MHAS - TV, Louisville stations, who has received awards 
for ^public service " programs ) was identified as temp orary 
chairman of the newly-formed group. The group was aald~t0 
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders. 

The story did not directly state but implied that 
Miss ALICB-'pOBB, "a religious educator, former Kentucky school 
teacher and social worker," who stopped in Louisville on 
2/19/60, "on her way to clear her things off the premises" 
of the school, was instrumental in formation of the Louis- 
ville group. 

According to the story, "Miss COBB told a story of 
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up 
to the court's contention that HIGHLANDER violatesTennessee *s 
aggregation laws as they apply to private schools." She 
reportedly said, "Southerner's main objection to the school 
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons 
how to pass literacy requirements for voting." 



Miss COBB was further identified as a former com- 
munity-organization consultant for the Kentucky State Child 
Welfare Department fer three years, under former Governor 
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LS 61-42 

EARLE C. CLEMENTS prior to which she worked for about 4en- 
▼ears In the Pine Mountain Settlement School, Harlan^ County 



This is being furnished to the Bureau and Knoxville 
for information. No investigation is being conducted BAC^. 
Any information received will be furnished Knoxville and the 
Bureau. ... ....... C.' 
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SAC, Knoxville (Gl-12) 



T1IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
information rnvr’fcRNtWA 



DATE: 3/2/60 
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Enclosed for Bureau files are one each autostatic 
copy of the following news articles concerning the Highlander 
F°lk School. These news items relate to the case brought by 
the State of Tennessee authorities seeking to revoke the 
charter of the school: 

News article in Knoxville Ne« i nol VnAvtr^ Tin 

_ — — •”-”*» ^ w »»AV A f V AAAW | 

Tennessee, 2/16/60 

News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/16/60 
Editorial in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60 
Editorial in Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60 
News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/20/60 
News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, 2/23/60 

liUv<ss& T 

2 Bureau (Ends - 6) I 

"1l - Knoxville 
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by Court 






'Judge Cites v 

Segregation 

Violations 

School Given 
30 Dcyi To A*k 
for New Trio! 

ALTAMONT. Term., Ffb 1* >Jt— 
Jud;c C C- Chuttin to-' 
<Uy revoked the charter of con- 
trovers; ri Highlander Folk School 
-- r J :(-d the inlcrracia 1 adult 
Wdu^Uor. center iK* T 

cMer Ttrrirrthr c _ 
x 1; ** IS pa«i de.i*xw frW to 
M \ ' O'-y* Cocri. 

$' - ^ rM-rd d* srt<o«f had 

4 - n e 

; and ]ivi pertaining I c the 
rr of brtr. 

The- jirit* rv’cd further that a 
d'*'* 1 1^-, jnr p^oprrty to 

holes Hxton. it* hinder *prew- 
dr^. Invalid and that the 
pr: ahvj! TO acres, must be 

tack lo tb? school. 
l*» Ot"f»fad 

Erv«t; J. c' Ut fK^eraJ wcl* 
fr - chanr* *i- ar^.* V Di<t 

1 r * > * ' - r~ 

tir* kt-a 

/--tr' ’ fv r T fdr * ficriwv 
5 ~ * t\ +r A fb* 4 H.£> 

JU. ,f ki -i : a. comnm- 
~ «& Hett-.cw t TiclaU* of it* 

C~~- ; 

KT l '^' r 1*1 (Vf 

1, . * - •*>;-• rlwfcaa, 

i i : *•; ’-i.. *v k> . vad ; m* 

y' *-r t* n * 1 . S- W- 



I * - m .*«*.*»* »»:, a^/w-. )MM 

1 * l’ : mm : Jr v O. etrjaryyJ 

r _..:_1 

-mn-^TS^n rax * - — - .-,... ’ 



■ a< •’MU'.* n»>Vipnir c**^ ** 

* e> it* v t w» irf *-».. H • n iw av «t » »* « 

■kor^) D'« Itft U* Kavetnbcr j fewrtf «f &fac*tton . . . held that 
Ke gave Highlander tt days In the foregoing ftatutt was uncoo- 
Vhich to file lor • «•* trial. autulioeal The- defendant fur- 
Attorney Cmnti ther'inalats that the Hth Amend- 

TWre »h » knmeAat* on- ** 
mml from Hi^iland^ offtrtaU. ® hanwi* MMc acUoo Used 

b N as*i \ liic . k»mr Cacti Brio 00 rict * ^ _. 

ftettcr, attorney 

aaid he would file a w»um fa. a ; I J7” Court htld _ ls 



t t ii rv »v af I ?\ 
ioartf af tvbcaiMn . . . bid that 
the foregoing aUtute wag imcon- 
aatuliooil The defendant fur* 
thfr inaiats that the Hth Amcnd- 
bent of the Cofufiitution of the 
U. S f oroi da tUte acUon Used 
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2r oo 'T 
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aew trial 

‘'TV deHabn vu not altogether 
•rrxprcted aince b questioning all 

the jurors and people in the carr^ 



munit> , at the record ahows, they 
all said that they did not believe 
In and many said ft »m arainst 
their religion for white* and NV 
gron to alt fa tbe .aaaw eUH 
roorii f ” EraiwlHIer aatd 
other comment ought b 'T^* 3 
aince thr Wtattei is •» 

Wore a ffely awwmmixd cwl 
Cb Qoabl 

Oiatlin’t opinion aaW “High* 
Under atohj M practice* inte- 
gration trad dial It Is a private 
bstitution. That It if an adult 
education bvtlituti® was prov ed 
by • preponderance of evidence 
at the trial ~ 

Ttui. be Mid, vWph a «An«» 

•f tiw Tennesaee Code fhat pro- 
fide* 

"It shall be pnlam-ful for any 
school, academy, ©allege , or other 
places of karting to silo* white 
and colored persona to attend the 
same school, ifidrray, ©otiri^. w 
other place* of learning. " 

- guistJL Q^likij^d 



follow* rn be Brown case: *We< 

■li/gtfpth^r conclude that in the fold of pub- 

?£.K*5i " c ^'•K 1 - ,«? a °™p. 

ok- in the am- ^ *^* 1 h « P 1 *"- 

ZrA K Kowt #h#v ‘ Thr relator (the rate) insists 

Mi/! nnt believe ,h,t ,his holding does not render 
h wm unconstitutiorul a. to 

■JwST« 2 ?k? pj vi< * Jc ^^rf ,uw r-> 

be !»*# clarxi he aDCORstrtotionml and vwu! af 
_ ' ij -a r , !0 tberr afwgicat* lr » pr* J 
<*w W warm ihrif wbirct iiinn wn aiid a> «' 

b mrfaft- l] oL hrr part*, ar, It stale the p ^ 
rttmed cc*Ft “ ^ ^ ®*ore concretely, they may 
" he constitutional in operation with 
**••• respect to ' some persons and 

*1 said “High* states of fact, and unconstitutional 
practices tnte- \ Q others. “ 

It Is a private Oiatiin then ruled: 

It k tn adi£l -The court U of the opinion 

l® was prov ed that the ae^rcfiation laws of the 
we af evidence . state as applied to private kchcois 
k ^ are cor t.tuiional and valid * 
Wvn « fcwy fair RmUrd 



«v - - '• — ■■ 

n, Tb^ Krioxvi: 
J S^lltllH-l 
•' 1 kuoxvi lie , 



ojrvillt News 



Lo>t ft, 

Editor. 

./Aim 

Dated _ 
Page 



Miller, 
r EdltioD 



hSTi CTOTuiil'llhM^f fc highlan der folk sch oc 

beer on achooi property. MONTEA GLE , TENN 

*uit h>- permit titi j the sale of INFORMATION CONCERN I J 

fJS dc'rcn°d f BUFILE 61-7511 

anti having violated the criminal 
U»* of the sure in that it has 
P*rmAtt4 b* sale of beer lo be 
tarred out upon its prop er t y 
wtiJxtf a permit, ar fcoenae. and 
permitting Integration m Its 
school works a ferfeirwre af mi 
charter, the defendant haring ac- 
cepted Us charter with the »v 
ditiem that 'a riolation of any af 
tbe prorisicru of this charter 
shall aubj-rt the corporation Imo 
du&oluion at (he insUience of the 
daU- ,N ^ 1 , ^ 



(,/- 76 //- 
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'WitfiTander Bare? ' 
Wording Given v 

$OLTH PJTTSBU1G. Tent, 
Feb » (UPIW u d | r Chester 
Chat tin yesterday received Oie 
stale's opinion on what ihotod be 
said In ChtUio's revocation de- 
cree for KighJafider Folk SchooTi 
charter. 

Cecil Brans tetter of Nashville, 
defense attorney for the contro- 
versial racially Integra led institu- 
tion near Monteifle, Is also ei-, 
to euhrrtt a derm e«fi- 
vast the mU a>a mmrt 
i>ot!d ** the «W t 

» Outlie can see ctihsr or write 
ant pi hit own. The eventual or* 
der will go Into the record and 
a receiver will he appointed to 
Hose out fh: affairs of the school 

After the decree's Jaws nee, the 
defense has M dsys in which to 
appeal. 

Branstetler had Indicated be will 
ask for a new trial. * 

ChatUn ordered the charter 
revocation Last week savfaifc,. in his 
opinion, the school's Integra tod 
seminars and workshops viola tod 
i As Role* '■ wmiioo low. ■ 



The Knoxville News 
Sentinel 

Knoxville, Tenn. 
Loye W. Miller, 
Editor. 
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Highlander Hooked 






From its Red-tinned beginning*, High- 
lander Folk School Bear Monteagie, 
Tenn., baa been a notorious, disgrace* 
fu*, leftwing. integrationist institution 
M*h!y questionable purposes. But it 
baa gone along imperturbably, angeled 
by a band of nationally-known leftwing 
quacks. 

For a change, Highlander Folk School 
now seems to be in real trouble. 

Judge Cheater C. Chat tin officially 
ruled yesterday that the state chartar 
c! the a :bool be revoked, that TO acres 
of school land given to Director Myles 
H-rt-n revert to' the school, and that a 
receiver be appointed to dispose of the 
institution’s properties. 

Jjdge Chattin found Highlander 
gui-iy of breaking the state laws 
assist maintenance of a racially in- 
ter-*^ institution. He pointed out 
list the Wsrrctt Court's 1954 ruling 
rr.r'* t*> kn«-k d.w* state laws pro- 
h?’' r ir.g integration in pwhfo schools— 
b-. 4d not attack kin prohibiting in- 
irgration In private schools. Another 



Halation involved clear proof that High* 
lander had engaged in the ilkgal sals 
of beer without a ueease, like an srdi- 
wary bootlegging Joint Tint third viola- 
tion listed by the judge was operation 
ef the supposedly non-profit school with 
Hor&n profiting in the form of the 70- 
scn land grant. The judge also noted 
there were no official documents estab- 
lishing Horton’s salary and that check- 
writing was dona by Horton at his die* 
cretion- 



' XT appeal la carried far enough, tha 

ruling involving integration may be 

overturned. But it would be difficult to 



get around the beer -bootlegging and the 
private-profit counts involving violations 
of the non-profit charter. 

Integrationlsts are claiming High- 
lander Is being persecuted because of its 
racial mixing. But the Integrationlsts 
in taking up for Highlander put them* 
selves Is the peculiar posture of teugy* 
Jag that Highlander should be 3e> 
nutted to Holsts the law to bootknnd 
run for private profit because it V in- 
tegrated. * 
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TO STAY OPEN 

. Press Conference 
Held in Woshingfon 

ffperiei *» Mj ffnN'fru PH« 

v>A5i OK GTON — Mr*, tap- 
tim* Clark, education director 
of the Highlander Folk School, 
mmli * tbe institution will 

attempt to operate dasplta a 
court order abutting It down. 

Mr* Clark summoned a pr 
ccrJereace at the Washington 
Hotel to denounce the ruling 
Tuesday by Judge Cheater C. 
Chitlin closing t ha 27 -year -old 
»C v 'V)7. 

Bhe parsed out mimeographed 
-■'•• - -* iUiy;ng Lhe ruling 

wai a ‘'hlow to the peaceful and 
eo aa tractive effort* made at 



i 
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_ r bfbtX>l to 

acLitv* rerial integmilor- in an 




w® i ‘ a 'J e ! injiU t ulion ” 


»■ 


' l-.i c to ke*p the school 


nC.- - ^ 


nyr the dccieion is being 


^ % //£ 


ivp'i.i.X" tha statement d«- 




V-* wv newsmen the 




"•v. 1 .. x t-ca*-} will meet Monday 


& *-x 


*u€S<i^>' at an unspecified 




P'i~e to mske plans for con- 
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^ national program 
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■■* j»va achool woultf 


r " ' ' jj • that a 

cpiurx-appclnjjp’ rtceivar tea W- 
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f :7( t* affeJn of the 
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* ^ - 4 r i tt. J£ut the la- 




■d,;*: : • *K< , cT.v.r toll egos may 



t. i/S;* 
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te-uUJija 



property is 



** •reph.MteM that ■ •«%., 

•Bop of YmmW a ad 

i5S 

It U tl vai canceled *«^)y wj 
caua. haary anow. hMrTkmT 

tlM mountain roafe ‘ipmaUr 
hfra. Clark alao dMrtbuUd 
T*~r * *• HUhluhr ictear, 
J7th annual report, which 
ahowed the school la planning a 
workshop on consumers’ proh- 
Jam* at Charleston, 8.C, March 
2t~27, another on ’The Collar* 
Student and Social Iuu M - .* 
tha MonUagle aJU Apru i* 
on *Oomm unity Serrioaa 

Segregation” at hContaarle 

Kay 22 27. - ««aagie 

*?«*"■' "orkttoop; artitted. 
"Voting and RejUtiatlan," 1, 

tehcdultd for Juna JO to July a 

ao “?- ? ar * ,pent n,0 * t ®* th* 
JO-tn r.uu prtMM continue* 6*- 
KTibipf her arreat laat July », 
alojif with -three male student* 
''no were accused of drunken- 1 

»«« and misujs* antat : 

Bbt Uhl the »v la Waah- 
lnfton to attend a national con- 
ference of "Now t National Or- 
canlaauoo of *Am«> /<* Equl-! 

ty ta EoucatJr-.- Si* «dd*d 

that aht la a £*»• o i u>e Amart- 
can iev Irh cC - rew NaUonal 
Women# DirJTon 
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A Jegialativs committee. investigated Hlgh- 
lander Folk School, near Monteagle, following * 
recommendation in January 1959 from Ar Vessel 
Attorney General Bruce Bennett, who said that Jf . 
Highlander were in his district he would done It 
Today Hr. B*mett, who came to Naabvllie a 
year ago to consult with the committee, da nay i»M* 
pometbing ir.uet be tone to counter all the hinV 



luJ publicity Arkansas has received in the 



fation controversy. But whatever one may think 

of Highlander— and, a a we have stated, we treated 
End have not been partisan* of the ftchwMt 
at and* closed in a monumental case of persecute* 
end political eelf-dloriflcation that does Tbanes- 
#ee damage in 'the eye* of l freedom-loving nation. 

The General Assembly's committee, after a 
$5,000 inquiry in which Gov. Ellington showed t 
notable lack of enthusiasm, directed District At- 
torney Sloan of South Pittsburg to Investigate 
the possibility of closing the school two of the 
Assembly's best-known extremists, pushing ths 
;.rcbc, hinted of subversion. 

At no Lime in the trial of the case, however, 
bftg subversion been charged by the state. At 



were reduced to 



felling beer without a license and personal gain 
by Highlander s director, Miles Horton. Testi- 
mony showed that some beer had in fact been 
sold and that Mr. Horton had been deeded prop- 
erty at the school in return for a number of yean* 
** nice without salary. Mr. Sloan stated at one 
peir.t that ths school's policy of Integration since 
IT : 2 had "not a thin? in the world" to do wtth 

«u. t- ... kJ. v- If C. . ■M.i. 



the case. ‘"It Is up toils individual If he wants 

tr> #?cUtiM wttfc e4!oprr ; ?«!fJ«~Idff*Bd theltw*. 



Bj! tbt Kiirvst'Joa* ,.«Uoa ind Ut exploit*- 

lira h'-.r ir. ft‘i, elctt-f * * 



Judge Cbeaier C. Chatlifl find* that taUfrapt 



'i»'x tclx-ol riolile* Ttnstateo liv. 



mt rjix « x^tr.u *9*’«p*r.u<i to b?v« for 

. ff f *U^S4 f >il ^ v* - f. . • « _ • 

i * - i* - - — * * . ■ M r* 



>►.«**! »tb*r yrtroto fcwUuiileitf 



mitem wltt • Urn 

« 4 \ . 

“ ?&;■, M ***** to n tiet ■rr>e4i «f *« 

> t er. .?! to 002£-de^Usa by tki 

t. .*: - w-ir-x of 0* •ccktlt'utiwulity of tax-au* 1 
Irr *r**i:*^r by *«• ”?£?-**' prirtU oaioolj tad 1 
‘ ■ • ' *•• •• . ,- 
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A DOt CHEhTLJC CHATTlN MYLES BOSTON ATTY. GEN. A- F. SLOAN 



By T. GBADY GALLANT 

Judge Chester Q, Chat tin to- 
day revoked the general welfare 
charter of controversial Hjfh- 
lender Folk School and ruled 
that a “receiver will be ap- 
pointed by the court to wind up 
the defendant’s affair*.” 

The judge’s brief was re- 
ceived at Altamont, Term , the 
county aeat of Grundy County, 
this rooming around 9 o’clock. 

Judge Chat tin aI*o ruled Told 
a deed whereby Myles Horton, 
founder and director of High- 
lander, had been presented with 
some 70 acras of school lands 
•for back salary , m 
This land will revert back to 
Highlander -Folk School proper - 
ties under the ruling. 

I Judre Chat (in also” ruled that 

i *ug Liander was operating a pri- 
vate racially integrated school 



I In violation of a section of the 
Tennessee Code that provide*. 

“It shall ba unlawful for any 
'school, academy, college, or oth- 
er places of learning to allow! 
white and colored persona to 
attend the same school acade- 
my, college, or other places of 
learning-** 

In his opinion, the Judge 

stated: 

"Defendant (Highlander Folk 
School) admit# that it practical 
Integration and that it is a pri- 
nt* institution. That K Is an 
adult education Institution was 
proved by a preponderance of 
evidence at the trial ^ , 

“Defendant Insists that the 
Supreme Court «f (he UJ In 
the case of Brows v* Board of 
Education • ♦ (kid that the 

foregoing statu td was tnoaw-' 
stituOooaJ tkc dfmdaat far- 



ther Insists that the 14th 
Amendment of the Constitution 
of the United BUtes forbids 
staid action based on race. 

"Tbs Supreme . Court held aa 
follows in the Brown Case: *Wa 
conclude that te the field of 
public education on the doctrine 
of separate but equal has no j 
plaoe.* 

*Tbs relator (the Stats -of 
Tennessee) insists that this 
holding does not render the 
statute unconstitutional as to 
private schools. “Hi* statute may 
be unconstitutional and void as 
to their application to a part 
of their subject matter, invalid 
as to other parts, or, to stats 
the problem mors concretely, 
they rosy be constitutional ta 
ppaimUo* with respect to oomh 

(CWWatd as Page L, Mki| 
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HIGHLANM* I 
CHART* R VOID 

iOmUmxA Trom fi|« l) t 

p er wora and states of fact, «nd 
uaconratutinonaJ as to other*-” 
*Jdge O^&Uin then ruled: 

•The court li of the opinion 
that the segregation laws ©f the 
*Ut» me applied to private 
— bool s are constitutional and 
F*hA * ♦.* 

RrXK fcA LX 
court found that High- 
lander Folk School violated the 
criminal law* «f the State by! 
permitting the ©ale of beer on 1 

( school property. 

Judge Chat tin ruled: 

•The court is of further opin- 
ion that the defendant! having 
violated the criminal laws of; 
the state Sr. that St haa pcr- ? 

the sale of beer to be 
earned out uj»n ite property! 
wfrhnut a pr-rmit. or hcense, and 
permitting integration in iU 
schoo!, works a forfeiture of its 1 
charter, the defendant having 
accepted its charter with the 
condition that ‘a violation of, 
any of the provisions of this 
charter shall subject the cor- 1 
por&ticm Into dissolution at the! 
insistence of the state. 1 " i 

Judge Chattin also noted in 
his opinion: 

‘The court is of the further 
cj-'.i:. that In tJve view of the 
fir dr jrr of the Jury to the ef- 
fect tTet Myles preri* 

dent of the defendant corpora- 
tion, tu been operating thia 
■c/.-c! tor his own personal 
ftl.i is «uch a misuse of de- 
fend:: • £ charter as v:ra for- 
feiture of same" 

The judge also Slated In bis 

C|»-T. - ■un * 

^‘'Tne psrrt-'Hfranc* of the 

T" y '* 1 LU v" «.t that My tea 

tv^o*: «ru It^'xssvAd #nrn© 70 
rf U, vaJwahW tm- 

#. w fcy th- de- 

Iw-iint. K il a lander Folk 
i&ihxs: Ttil be handles ail tbs 
ju.w-ic.r cu uka ac^icwL That sJ- 
tfccu^o bLaa May Justus was 
ths e. rr^tr* *** treasurer of 
u%» 4 ^ did not write 

tbs ahseki or baadje tho O* 
'cr.tcer of the school 



I WftOTE ALL CBUtfXt 

•Hie rt, MyV* JVtffa*, 

bawdk-rf u « )' wHl or bu 4s- 
jfenAant. Ms writ# 4 J1 tft* 
. checks, or designated someooe 
whan hs was away, tewrlte tbs 
l chocks He had used tbs defend- 
ant • money to pay hU Mm— 
i bold servants. 

Tie reared a family bo the 
defendant s property end all tbs 
expense of taking ears of him- 
self and family through Id years 
were paid out of defendant's 
funds » 

“Horton testified that during 
the first year* of the school be 
put everything hi to tbs build- 
ing of the school wtth the Idee 
of getting it out of the school at 
a later date. 'Horton -testified 
that for the past few years be 
baa been receiving a salary of 
some $9,000 annually. However, 
he was unable to produce any 
record of directors* ©t executive 
I council, having fixed his salary. 
[The inference is that -be fixed 
jhis own salary, 

I 'There isn’t any proof that 
the governing ofticen pf the 
I defendant school have ever pro- 
; tested any el the acta of Horton 
[in the illegal operation of the 
school. 

•The charter of tha defendant 
provides; The general welfare 
of society, not individual profit, 
is the objective for which this 
charter is granted, and the 
members are not stockholders 
in the legal sense of tha term, 
and no dividend? or profits shall 
be divided am dr there M Judge 
Chet tin's op|nk$l stated. 

Tat Judge, Whs reside# at 
Winch ester, gay the defendant 
S r c^ys fr. wtLrlto sppeaL 

Mr. Horton could bat be 
reached by telephone. 

DHL Alty. Gen. A. F. Glean,. 
South Pittsburg, Tw^ W out: 



«f tow* and dould — f be 
fwarW IU tea 

mu+uU4 cm scaMs tees 
brawl Highlander rot* leborf 
He was assisted by C- P. 6 w*f-< 
tod* assutam district attaro^y! 
AeneraJ, toytem, Tern.: Atty.l 
Allan Kelly, South PUtafaergJ 
And Atty. Sam Polk lUnlstm,) 
•®utb Fttubuw. i 

Attr- fc^fl emuutter < 

Nuhvttlf tw chief *tten»j for 
the 4tef «»«... . I 
Atty. KaSy,>eaehed bf Ul#-j 
pbons is Jasper, Tton, bad tUa, 
to say concerning the 4 sdalan 
of Judge Chat tln M ; w . * » . . * 

*^or the state we feet that 
Judge ChatUn's decision was 
entirely correct baked Upon tip 
uncontroverled evidence la the 
record and the proriekne ef law 
cppl(cabl« thereto. 

"Judge Obatttn** ophrion h 
▼ erjr thorough grd well . M ». 
•oned *nd *how» th»t he hta 

fully given regard to the 
theorle, end Insietancee of both 
the relator (the atate) and the 
defendant (Highlander folk 
School). 

FEEL RCLINO TO 6TAND 
“Wa fad aaeured that tn 
event reooura* to the appellate 
eourta to had. Judge Chattin'* 
deciaion wui he autoload on «U 
dedal v« point*,- AUy. Kelly 
said. , , ; ^ t - 

The A • tor t * tr d Preas jn 
Naahvjlie reported that Atty. 
Branstetter, attcro^r for High- 
Itnder (Folk StLool, made UU* 
comment: * f **: 

'Th# dacfrioti was not tho- 
|grther unexpected since tn Ques- 
tioning all the Jurors and pso- 
pls In the community, as the 
record shows, they mil -Id that 
they < 5 td believe in and 
many maid it was against their 
rthgion for white# and Negro— 

^ aarae classroom. 

Any other comment might 
he Improper since the malUr is 
pending before a duly cm- 
stltuUd court- the Naahvllk . 
attorney aaJd. 

Mr. Horton said thm# M.h©s 
tabbed with & R, Bruol, daan 
of Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
Ga. r and that a meeting cf the 
full board of direr: are of High- 

****¥£ 3*4 



to t sHtottor 

** •“J^*** ***nan *3»2d 

“ * w ^ v •«** foOtovtov 

at th.v ti'zr totU 4n3 
Veto'rWji ait Axj m i— 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
HONTEAGLE, TENNESSEETI' 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed for Bureau files are autos tat copies of 
newspaper articles relating to the suit filed by the State 
of Tennessee against the Highlander Folk School seeking to 
revoke the school's charter. A decree was previously handed 
down by State Court revoking the school's charter. 

The enclosed autostat news articles are described 
as follows: 

>• . 

"Highlander School Asks ACLU 10 Help" - Knoxville 
News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee, 2/24/60; 

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga 
Tines, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60; 

"Highlander Decree Wording Given" - Knoxville News 
Sentinel, 2/23/60; 

"Highlander Decree Filed" - Chattanooga News Free 
Press, 2/25/60; f 

"Reds' Victory Design Noted" - Chattanooga News ¥r/4G 
Press, 2/25/60. 
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Asks ACLU To Help 



HONTEAGLE. Teno.; F*. M, 
iu-Hi*hUndef Folk Sefwl has 
uked the Amerlten QKii uoer- 
tJe* Uwoti fer help b» uiajHiirta* 

• Circuit Court decision moons 
the Inumcul adult afoestiMi. 
center’* *-y ear-old *encal W* 
tilt dHTUr- ••■"* ■+ 'r^' '* 

This wis dttdowd Tuesday »» 
mcmben af the jnounUiiJ 
board of director* f*lh«wdlja«v 
«bit coune t# take te W»- 
ing the sUte action. 

; Myles Horton, Hi*Huder iHM- . 
| dent and one of Ks founders. 
no deoistoo would eoene fn« W» 
( »e«tjnc him laU today 

. Mortoa m as t ed •* ^**^4 

, 0 the *cu . ^+jry+*z 
hi nytBi * n* £2 

macstiw ts>iww tooed 
week to J«Jf* Cheater C. Owf- 

"iht Mse a^ 4 

s receiver to 

Ulrt of toe eortrevenirf acheA 
1 taromfle^frt>nil»«t« , ‘ ,#0 * 0 "’ 

Ctottto -nd th^ a^ tto 

lated enminsi “ w “ J ^ 

an hi premise* - 

nessee secreRstk* to *’ ***£ 
Mid stiU applic* *® *"?*■* 

Iitob. u*< y^ c pte * ‘,* 1 *g 

ruled ««^had 
w«vpro£ii k»«‘ ,v * r 

‘fJthlar*? »n«^7CrtJBr*r j 
alerter of ) N***T vl Pf ^ r 

wfl) W« • 

»nd .ppesl to the 

^e.-j^ha e^ a rf ' -v^zm- 
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The Knoxville News 
1 Sentinel 
| Knoxville t Tenn. 

1 Ann V uHlnr 

| UV/« f* • »•**%*• I 

Editor. 

Cfrz/. sditiop 

Dated % - 'I'lf ~ 



P»« e ... 2 ,% 

Re Highlander Polk 
School, Nonteerfte, Terr 

«v.M^ ^ Cl TT 1 1 " 
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judicial decreb 

HITS HIGHLANDER 



Order Formally tmareo 
to Revoke Charter of . 
Monteagle School 

?s TM rAcfUeeert fi»«# ’! 

ALTAMONT, Win. — Hij^land- 
mr TcUt St-bool'a charter ww re- 
" ’ •*' **- o-K/wj'f aucl* were 
and ice residential proper- 
ty tad been deed*! to WvVj 

r*iiOT*ed to t>e 

vr .* ** f n t at 

jv.v* a* t»e aw> d 

t •*»' r> Crjndy 0»*nty cir- 
eu.’ cc.jrt l*sl November. 

fV^icLa trf Ite oontrtrmvial 
i,. ; t“-uv*Uor t «choo! wtrt di- 
fr* the ccx.rt to prepare 

V. ... £- ,-5 !:.■■•*?-. !*TY to «U 

iu-l'j * regard of (be *>laoM 

47 ^ - ,.^v* ( C f V * 2 • 1 

• - ■* v: t « U.iu Jt , 

c n ts- toV* e^ect tmrnatK 

*■ • - < it ir.ijvr'ied ilr.vSyl 

«r. * „ * v. ticae dcm; 

; . " * ... - a'::'?-* &I eoiL^r^Iy 

*.' p H « v l *cV dr *ee. 

rr '* : f Operate* j 

' T .-■ r~::r.ef South Pltto- 

d. '-4 i a ’wcaT-er * jw:rai 

*_ - (■ f r)f. ■ tT, thrt, 

*“ ► , -tnV, 1 to prr- 






:• * *:u : M.* 4 , 



J .i «. . ' . O'. V’^ fvf-j 
rv*.‘ ^ r» r-Mr/ thr 4 k 
. - U- **- 

* < U-itv *1$V*X% 

1 t . : " .* r t 

*• *-^13 i* 1 . 

*. r/ ; r* nan to feed 

■•' ' " r f r A " ' ♦ 

U- r« - 



: TX dool belief! feev can m- 
bb me froca toarMnf and atatiui 

»r >cMi ^ 

4* "1r m, I 

ktia their amrart^n. H m«t 
ad w m ftu vaotrty h«t. hut 
I *tl tari I hire UaxM JO 
mn lor twthbur. It Mtl hart 
tt to te«* wmo more « Ihe 
time borioensotior M 
A deed tnuuf«Tiaf tl ora of 
9 m ocbool orooety ho Kcrton hi 
tlou of oaUry for 9 m jr»n Mat 
frfalcb bo roceiood ao r o mjno n 
Ux tui declared mill and f^hl 
tor 7ndf« Chaffin * order. Wo 
trmct. tor2t>Hajr the rootdoao* *o- 
by IhrlorL rrvertj to the 



9 «%* ^ fw Mri 

^jr.* thst trc.Mt U 1 bKrV 



% 1^404 VMiib* *eta| 

5* * temtei for the oeroooal 
ft»oct ai «mbi Of Httionl thot A 
bad violated ttata Ian hi wnisr 
beer ud other tt«mi vifbM m m 
®a wf i U ootrtDOa M i 
p*?taUv lnterttH achooJ wmj is 
.ftoiiOtt of tho ct^t't «0«iite 
Java. 

Tb# order flbd Wale jrOn^lPi 
r*".H vtaf total 






pe>!tdfr^ H Amo 

t M a MhiVflN trtab* 

flrr* orfcro aa avoeal of 
Mo deciic^L Tbc cxecutm oa» 
00 of the ached. *Wch m to 
Marion aL'ben (be order m tUad.. 
thread Wcdaeaday to carry tboj 
caae to the VA. Mrema Qourt 
If jieceawy, ao 40 aoootl to fttoj 
lured. ^ > 1 

Iteacotlto, ftt****r, IfcVial-j 

me m*i!i bo t^****. to bru of ! 

evjrv otff nu r, to>a the 
* 1 x 4 to •Wrtty Mtotnad M 4 
0 resulted fr«n tntnsfcortor. Oflto 
%fr/-ar. dciiw-lwr. piedo- 

to*, bypoUvecaU&m ourandartof. 
cojiceUrjc «P traamnttno any aa- 
EXa . . * to ony peraot, firm, M- 
tanlaayon to 1 erf* y arfl bkewtoe 
♦ « ♦ from ocmoetl^Jif cr auppraaa- 
Jcjr the tooxledre of the aorta 
a^d place of bofe^no of aay » 
rtor 

CWlLr/a ordfr tM tb<L 
tonrr of toe tor act wefj |il 
t ’t> 1 b; 1 l e rtocH 

Wl| -f^. i’^k -cr 

ai-**’?Ttc% too m hu'fejTM 

St'- Ah 

R.-F&V-. h^ 4 *; &r'* 

r ryrrn.x to fbator^i-^arfA ^atoj 

civf .u v- Cl - - . v» e if^ai 

|» **&** Uf* fcWCfUlL -^_k| 

. ^ fc-s riJ J-:. 1 :? c fc . -ttte W«' 



. *: St • ' i- ’ 

*< *' r; 

' v » Ar I’T * 4 

— Ci it# 

•■ •/ w*r. V.'wj 

' r.-^ l 

■ J- 
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Author of ortielt— ... 
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fiiUUbftiU/tft- 

DECREE HLED 

Property Inventory 
Of School Ordered 

Br T. CB4DT OAUJUfT . 

H gtiA^Ctr Folk School ha« . 
been drained to praaeat an la-j * 
vm^ry. of U* poa*e**i<mi by| 
WarO* Pin 4 4ecr*c implement-] 
trf r^fc^iaion t © revoke the' 
ah * > t*X'eji*mp' Charter, * . 

.*■***. mreoal 

ct-ii- 1 b r 

mk) tc4ft?r~ - * i 

TL* derrae. wWrti ts 
pun 'lr to fore* the Awnm) 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

May I have a copy of your pamplet “Communist 
Target - Youth"? 



I am sending you a pamplet about a communist 
training camp in Monteagle, Tennes see. I would 
know wl 




open and going strong. 



Yours truly. 



A/ 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: ....... .. 

Correspondent requests a copy of the Director’s 
report entitled ’’Communist Target - Youth." Corresppndent 
refers to a "communist training camp in Monteagle, 
Tennessee." She asks, "I would like to know what is being 
done about it?" 

Correspondent enclosed a pamphlet published by 
the Oeorgla Commission on Education which charges that 
the Highlander Polk School is a communist training achool. 

The Highlander Polk School has been the subject 
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and 
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due 
primarily to its Interracial character. These allegations 
have never been substantiated. The Bureau has not inves- 
tigated this organization. (61-7511) 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 
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Mr* J. Edger Hoover 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



Not far from here there is a place 
called ^fiighlander Folk School . I was told the F. B. I. watches 
that place rather carefully and that is what prompted me to 

• •-ILt! this letter. 



I am thinking about working 

dot and I d0 not 

want to jeopardize my chance by getting my name on any subversive 
list. 

1 uope you will take this into consideration, thank you. 

Sincerely yours, / 
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Dear 



*■ ■* ■'"••, ■" ■• " . ;;■ -•* , . ■ .» v-J 

t:'* A, *^‘ • ; .#<* ■ .* ■■•; & * •*■->. ■ , ^ 

I have received your letter dated 
November 14, I960, and your interest in communicating 
with me is indeed appreciated* . V 



Your letter is being made a matter of 
record by this Bureau; however, for your information, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclearances, ^ 



s - *- 



» ^ 



1 am enclosing some material on the topic 



of communism which may §e of interest to you, 
• / \ v . Sincerely yours. 
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January 16, 1961 



Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



U . . ,./ Please inform me immediately as to whether or not the Higlander 

>' 1 ' . Zt -Folic -Sc hool . of Monteagle, Tennessee , has been listed as a 

Communistic "Front”. 

Yours very truly. 
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January 24, 1961 




Dear 
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received. 



Tour letter dated January 16, 1961, has been 






m 



Although I would like to be of service, in carrying 
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity " 
of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or th^t We do - 
not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

If you desire a list of the organizations which have 
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the 
scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted 
to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 
United States Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 

^ : .y'- \ ’ . v. ' 

k . \ Sincerely yours. 
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COMM.T8I 



John Edgar Hoover 



Director 
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(Note continued on next page) 
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NOTE (continued);: 




The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist 
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the flighlander Folk School at 
Monteagle, Tennessee. . , . 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



March 2, 1961 



The attached clipping was sent to 
the Director in an envelope post- 
marked at Atlanta, Ga. , with the 
handwritten notation: "Shouldn’t 
this be investigated??" 





Mr. Trotter 

Mr. Jones 
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And Dr. King 
Join Forces 

Atk*rta’s)^ut hern Christiaji 
Leadership Conference^- be^ed 
by the Rev. Martin LutheA^fcng 
Jr.-^and T ennessee ’s confrover- 

I siaT Highlander Folk School have 
joined forces to train Negro lead- 
ers for the Southern civil rights 
struggle. 

James R. Wood, SCLC adminis- 
trative assistant, said in Atlanta 
Thursday that 11 Negro leaders 
have already completed a one- 
week course of instruction at the 
school and another 15 will attend 
a second course in two weeks. 

He said the first 11 participants 
were Negroes from Savannah and 
Montgomery, Ala. None was from 
Atlanta, he said. 

• * * 

THE SECOND class will be 
composed of students from Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, he said. 

Mr. Hunt said the course was 

I designed primarily to instruct Ne- 
gro leaders from smaller towns, 
who will then return home and 
teach local Negroes. 

'’They’re being trained to be 
leaders and teachers,” he said. 
•‘They are learning to teach sim- | 
pie reading, writing, civics, poli- 
tic s, economics and leadership to 
less educated Negroes.” 

He said the course also included 
instruction in the elementary phil- 
l osophy of nonviolence, social pro- 
j test and “what prejudice is and 
* how segregation works,” 

• • ♦ 

MR, HUNT emphasized that Dr. 
King’s organization hopes the pro- 
gram “will quickly outgrow its 
beginnings” and will eventually 
be set up on as area-to-area 
basis. 

The Highlander Folk School, 

, located deep in Tennessee’s Cum- 
jj berland Mountains between Chat- 
Nashville, has been J 
involved in the past in several [ 
political controversies. 

If has been stanchly defended 
by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
among others, but, in 1960, a Ten- 
nessee state court revoked its 
charter a/ter a legislative inves- 
Jifirtwau charged th|j CflffMMjanists 
had lectured there. 
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» THF SCHOOL has f n 

pendmg appeal of the 
court order. 

Mr. Wood said Thursday that the 
Southern Christian Leaders^ 
Conference is aware that the 
•chool s reputation might rub off 
but he added: * 

We find bo reason not to 
operate with any organization that 
of ^ development 

C| taenship for Americans 
. c “"o t be proved to have 
conducted itself fa * manner 
wfach u not American or patri- 

..*£• Wood «Md the Highlander 
classes are part of a three-phaS 
framing program designed to de- 
velop local Negro leadership. 7he 

I .P^! 3 “citizenshii 

I to h* “^Wished by the 

I ^ gUa “ der graduates and a '‘cor- 
I ^P^dence institute” to be cm 
* ducted by the conference 
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Highlander Plan Designed To Help Negro Pass Vo ting Test 
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By LEON DANIEL 

Monteagle (UPI) — Highlander 
Folk School, ft liberal outpost in 
the rolling Southeast Tennessee 
hill country, is quietly at work on 
a project designed to make the 
southern Negro’s voice heard at 
the polls. 

Highlander is training volunteer 
teachers, who return to their 
southern communities and set up 
schools to teach illiterate adult 
Negroes to read and write well 
. -.-a literacy tests lor 

voting. 

The school has traveled a rocky 
road since It was founded in 1932 
by Myjes Horton, a nati ve of g a- 
v a n n afh/in segregation -jninded 
W t sF^Xc zmessee. 

The racially-mixed school’s char- 
ter was revoked for violating the 
t!:,! e'e icgttgation laws following 
a v ide T y publicized Investigation 
_.\k T'jn.itsscfc legislature, 
But the school was permitted to 
’oiitlnue operations pending ap- 
J * l ' '• * .ri crurt order lift 
iripT t.ie charter. 



Horton said he Is prepared to 
appeal the case all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court But right | 
now he is giving less thought to 
Highlander's legal problems than 
he is to what he calls his “citizen- 
ship schools/*. 

In explaining how the plan 
works, Horton likes to talk about 
Johns Island, a rural area off the 
coast of South Carolina, Most of 
the people there are Negroes and 
very few of them, according to 
Horton, are literate. 

“We opened a school in a com- 
munity there in 1956/* he said- 
“There were 208 Negroes and of 
these about 30 voted. Now more 
than 700 are registered and almost 
all of them vote." 

He said that as more Negroes 
began voting on Johns Island 
roads were built and public 
schools were improved. 

''None of this has been done for 
the Negroes by the local whites/* 
Horton said. “With the impetus 
and support of the school, taught 
[by local volunteer teachers, they 



have done it themselves/' 

The teachers for the schools getl 
their training at intensive work- 
shops at Highlander. Horton said 
he has found that learning is ac- 
celerated “when the motivation is 
first class citizenship. 

“The mechanics of the program 
were worked out by Mrs. Septima 
Clark, our educational director,* 
he said. *T have been experiment- 1 
ing with the plan for years but 
she worked out the teaching de- 
tails." , 

Highlander is financed by con- 
tributions from throughout the 
United States. Among the more 
prominent backers of the school 
are Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, well-known 
theologian. 

Horton said he founded the 
school "to teach the theory of de- 
mocracy and brotherhood" and 
the school *i purpose ha a remained 
the same down through the years. 

A congressional committee, ae 
well as the Tennessee legislature, 
was once directed to smoke out 



charges of communism levelle 
against Highlander. 

Horton himself has been c&llc 
a “Communist" He said he is 
Democrat and a Presbyterian “bi 
I’m certainly not a Communist' 

He puts It this way: “If I wer 
a Communist, I can assure yo 
there would be a lot more Con 
munlsts in Tennessee than the: 
are now. I think I'm that good a 
educator.” 



Freezable Dressing 

» 

For Salad Developed 

Albany, CaL — Frozen sab 
dressing is a new development I 
scientists Of the United States D 
partment of Agriculture. A drer 
ing made of safflower oil, wax 
He© flour, and fresh egg yolks h 
proved stable at 10 degrees Fat 
enheit The scientists now ho; 
to give the product stability 
zero. 






f,-; 










* 






Ml INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date 4^- BY5 ^ 




It 



&/- ?<r// - 



enclosure 










~ — \ ( 



// „ )&/■ 

^tEC- 82 . ‘ 



PrHC. 



7* ■ 7/ r\Xb \ f '■ -:* 






-•***>.■ ^ 



March 16, 1961 ^ 



■f . 

r 



** * *4 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 1$ UNCLASSIFIH) , N 




HifttKiitg; 



SCI 



1 have received your letter dated 
March 3, 1961. with its enclosure, and the „ 

interest which prompted your communicating with 
me is appreciated* ' - / 

While I would like to be of assistance, ' ? 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, organization or publ' 
am sure you will understand the necessi 
policy and will not infer 
in our files the informat 








There are no identifiable references to v 
correspondent* 

- r -j , - 

Corespondent urites apparently in self-justi- 
fication concerning her views on inte gration expressing 
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a segregaxiomsx s viewpoint wane stating snc i> noi 
a segregationist. She aslcs whether integration is 
promoted by "communism" and then in her letter announces 
that she does not oppose integration but opposes 
communism. She encloses a clipping from a newspaper" 
concerning the Highlander Folk' School which is described 
as teaching volunteer teachers so that they may return 
to their community and in turn teach the Negro people 
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can- 
pass literacy tests to vote. The newspaper article 
stated the School’s charter was revoked for violating 
the state segmgition laws. The case is reported to be 
presently under appeal. Correspondent asks whether 
schools (f this type are training Negroes to be 
communists and expresses the opinion that this school?^ 
"leader and other ones have been investigated and brought 
to trial for Communism." She wonders who is intervening 
in favor of the School’s leader. 



letter 



Correspondent furnished an address on her 



The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been 
the subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern .* 
Tennessee; 'due primarily to its racial character. 

These allegations have not been substantiated. The . ' » ' 
Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist 
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The 
Bureau has not investigated this organization. 
( 61 - 7511 - 266 , 267 ) 
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The following literature was forwarded 
to correspondent: 



1. "One Nation's Response to Communism 

2. "Communist Target-Youth." 

3. "Breaking the Communist Spell." 

4. "God and Country or Communism?" 

5. "Communism and the College Student. 
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